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Health services: Best, worst
performing districts named
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Scorecard. The district rankings are
contained in the annual health sector
performance report released by the
Health ministry.

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
editorial@ug nationmedia com

KAMPALA. Government has named
ghebcst and worst performing districts
inthe countryintermsof health service
delivery during last Financial Year
2016/17, ranking Adjumani District
in West Nile region as the best and
Karamoja’s Amudat as the worst.

Thedistrict rankings are contained in
the annual health sector performance
report released by the Health ministry
last week during its 23rd joint sector
review mission.

The districts were graded using
parameters known as standard unit
outputs(SUOs). Theseinclude: thelevel
ofimmunisation coverage, the number
of mothers delivered at the health
facilities, the quality of antenatal care,
audited maternal deaths registered,
tuberculosis (TB) treatment success
rate, pit-latrine coverage, staffing
levels, level of reporting, and resource
utilisation,

Out of all the indictors, Adjumani
scored 80.9 per cent to emerge top on
the District League Table out of the 116
local governments,

It registered 83 per cent of deliveries,
84 per cent pit-latrine coverage, 9.1 per
cent audited maternal deaths, 80 per
cent TBtreatment success rate, 89.6 per
cent of HIV positive pregnant women
initiated on antiretroviral therapy, 65

per cent antenatal visits and 111 per
cent immunisation coverage.

Gulu District with a 78.5 per cent
score emerged second best followed by
Mbale, Kamwenge, Kiboga, Kampala
and Kabale respectively whereas
the other bottom districts included:
Buvuma, Kaabong, Bulambuli, Moroto
and Buliisa.

“There is an improvement in the
district league table (DLT) national
average performance from 63.9 per cent
in 2015/16 to 66.2 per cent in 2016/17.
The improvement in performance was
observed for most of the indicators,”
the report reads in part.

The Gulu LC5 chairman, Mr Martin
Ojara Mapenduzi, said as a district,
they are not happy with the second
position having been ranked the best
inprevious financial years.

“Iwould like to say that it’s not good
for us to be in the second position
because we are always number one.
We have been emerging best but we
got some challenges and we are trying
to address them,” Mr Mapenduzi said.

He attributed the district’s
impressive performance to team work,
good leadership, right work attitude
and supervision of health programmes
like immunisation and Indoor Residual
Spraying (IRS).

“We have strong leadership at all
levels and we have a good working
relationship with development
partners, For instance, all departmental
leaders come out to do supervision
during immunisation campaigns,” Mr
Mapenduzi added.

In the previous Financial Year
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2015/16, Lyantonde emerged topofthe =
table and was followed by Rukungiri,
Kampala, Mpigi, Gulu aned Amiria
“tively, Buyuma, an island

strict which emerged worst in the
Inst financial year, remains a hottom
performer anly above Amudat, now
worst,

Amudat, which was ranked worst of
the 116 districts, had an overall score of
16.8 per cent. Its pit-latrine coverage
stood at 21 per cent, deliveries of
mothers at 39 per cent, immunisation
coverage at 75 per cent, mothers
enrolled on ARYs at 79.3 per cent, TB
treatment success rate at 49.2 per cent
and 26 per cent fresh still births per
1.000 deliveries.

The new chief administrative
officer (CAO) for Amudat District
declined to comment on the district's g
performance, but referred this
reporter to Mr Alex Chellimo, the
former Amduat deputy CAO but
currently in Moyo District.

Mr Gabriel Loiki, a former Mayor
for Kaabong District, which has been
ranked among the worst, said the
district is still grappling with lack of
water, poor sanitation and hyziene,

“We have a challenge with
resources, for example, the National
Medical Stores (NMS) can supply
enough drugs due to inadequate
fund,” Mr Loiki said, adding that open
defecating remains a challenge despite
construction of toilets.
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The Health Ministry permanent
secretary, Dr Diana Atwine,
commended the best performing
districts but also said the worst
performing districts are going
to be helped in form of support
supervision.

In terms of service coverage, the
health sector recorded a decline in a
number of indicators. For instance,
tuberculosis case detectior#rate
stagnated at 50 per cent below the e
targeted average of 75 per cent, while
the number of inpatient malaria deaths
decreased from 22 per 100,000 to 20
per 100,000 persons but the report
shows this is far below the Health
Sector Development Plan target of 5
per cent per 100,000 persons.

Similarly, the number of malaria
cases per 1,000 persons increased
to 433 per 1,000 from 408 per 1,000
persons in 2015/16. This means that
the number of patients suffering from
malaria has increased among the
population.

However, the report shows that the
sector has recorded an improvement
in the number of people living with
HIV on treatment or antiretroviral
therapy (ART) coverage from 64.6 w
per cent in 2015/16 to 73 per cent in
2016/2017, standing at 964,232 adults
and 64,677 children.

The sector also achieved increased
contraceptive prevalence rate among
married women of 15-19 years for
any method from 30 per cent in 2011
to 39 per cent in 2016, according to
the Uganda Demographic and Health
Survey 2016.

CamScanner

r


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

