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Aslthe Mechanic
Paul Kaganzi

Why does my
car’s clock keep
resetting itself?

Hello Paul, my dashboard clock keeps resetting it.-
selfto12:00 each time | hit. a bump or speed hump.

The rest of the electronics are fine. Could this be
@weak fuse connection or just an Axela quirk |

! should live with? Agnes

ello Agnes, the issue
with your dashboard
clock turning off when
you hit speed bumps
suggests a brief inter-

ruption in the constant power circuil.

Most modern cars, including your

Mazda Axela, have two power supply

sources: one that is activated when

the ignition is on and a constant bat-
| tery feed. This setup helps main-

' hitting a speed bump,itindicates that

tain the memory of the microproces-

sorchips in certain electrical com-
ponents,such as the car elock, which
continue to function even when the

| include a loose fuse, loose

the constant power supply is being
disrupted, leading to a loss of memo-
ry in the clock.

This problem is not unique
to the Mazda Axela; it can
occur in any modern car
and does not classify as
an “Axela quirk.” Instead,
itoften signals a failure in
an electrical circuit. Com-
mon causes of this issue

wiring connectors, or inter-
nal component failure within the

o
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ignition is off. clock.
When your car clock turns off after | Fuses in electrical circuits can e

Why is

my Mazda
overhealing
after repair?

ello Jackson,
without
knowing
_your car’s
: repair
history, it seems likely that
your car experienced an

| due 1o a faulty

caused by engine coolant
| entering the combustion |
| system, which can oceur

| hegrl gasket or a damaged
cylinder head surface,
A garage can easily verity |
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come loose if the maetal tabs thal e
cure Uhem widen or break due o ex
cessive vibration, Sometimes, these
tabs may be damaged by corrosion,
which prevents them from holding
the fuses securely or conducting ele
tricity properly

This scenario creates a break in the
power circuit, cansing the clog kot

switeh oft whenever the car encoun
|

ters speed bumps. 1 s essential toin
spect the fuse Labs o ensure Hhey are
clean and free from corrosion, as well
as securely fastened

Additionally, it is a good dea o pe

riodically check the clreuits and their

connectors. Corrosion can build up
over time, leading o intermittent cir
et Fatlures and loss of constant pow
er to the clock memory, partionlarly
when the car is Jolted by buimps
Furthermore, the clock module it ‘
sell can develap bssues that resull
inclock resets due o pracked solider
Jobnts (the crucial, conductive metal |
bonds connecting electoonic compo
nents to circult boards, ensuring hoth
mechanical stability and electiieal
comnectivity)on the cicuit bl
These cracks can be cansed by phys
Teal stress on the wiring harness pions, |
which may come loose when
your hit speed bumps, mao |
mentarily cutting power |
o the clock, A car ele
trictan can adidiess this
problem by re solder |
Ing the joints or add |
ng SUpercapaciton
(high-capacity, electin
SEALIE energy storage de
vices bridging the gap e
tween conventional capa

| itors and batteries) to stabilise the

prower supply o the cliok

on the engiie oil dipstick,
Additionally, conducting
ocompression test
would be w wise step to
determine if there s o loss
of compression, which

cylinder
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