4 NEW vision, Friday, August 18, 2017

NEMA stops B
constructing 0

Bv Betty Amamukirort
ﬂ;\tq executive Rlirccmr of the National
“nvironment Management Authority
(NEY\M). Tom Okurut, has told the
commission of inquiry into land
m;}llcr.s that the authority has stopped
lljnlama Allied Industries, a foods and
a;;’ar;;i‘gcv.;‘sl mm[I)]any, from building an
e on the Nakivubo Channel
g Bnlama,accor’dinglo theinformation
rom the commission, has a title of
Seven-and-a-hall acres of Jand on
lhe.we_lland‘ The title is owned by
Ma'lesuc Commodities, a company
elieved 10 be part of Britania.

Okuyull on Wednesday told the
commission, led by Mary Oduka
; chan, who was ‘standing in for
gsnce Catherine Bamugemereire,
that the company acquired the permit
to develop the area in 2011, following
g r\1'1511 by the Cabinet policy committee

environment, which is chaired
the ant; Minister, o

€ Visit was prompted by a
complaint that had earlier been filed
by NEMA and some investors who
Wwanted permission to acquire titles on
the welland. -

Oku_rul, who was responding to
quesuor}s from the commissioners
and their counsels in regards to land
ownership in the wetlands, said after
the visit, they discovered that there
Were over 642 titles in wetlands
around Kampala, out of which only
20 were got before 1995,

He stated that upon the findings, the
committee ordered for the cancellation
of all tidles got after 1995 and those got
before 1995 were to be regulated on
how 1o use the land.

Hp said upon cancellation of titles,
Majestic Commodities came with a
newer title on the land, claiming that
It was a generic title got from sub-
divisions done on the land which had
an older title.

He stated that after the decision
of the committee, the company was
granted a permit to use the land.

The land probe commissi

Nakivubo Channel connects to the lake.

George Lubega, NEMA's natural
resources  manager, told the
commission that the permit was for
the construction of an apartment
and warehouses on the land and was
pending clearance from Kampala
Capital City Authority (KCCA).

Asked by Ochan why they would
allow such a development on the
wetland, Okurut said they stopped
the company midway when they had
started grading the land because their
plans were not consistent with the law
on wetland use.

He noted that their regulations on
wetland use only requires developers
to use it for green space, development
of roads, fish farming and other
farming activities, such as rice
farming, noting that this is to ensure
that the hydrology of the ecosystem is
preserved.

The commission also visited Kitintale
and Miami Beach. Luzira. where citv
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According to him, o

of Parliament
Banyenzaki, who had bougllzt ht?g
land to develop it into a beacl o
10 abandon it partly due 0 the sludg .

“Due to population increase 1r
the city, the wetlands can no lo'nge11
manage to filter the waste. S(_J it a
pours into the lake,” Okurut said. o

He explained that the sludge has
reduced the depth profile of Port Bell
from eight to six meters.

When asked what they are doing to -

save further damage of the water body,
he said they are in talks with KCCA
to see that the Nakivubo channel is

for 1
glitcl;kg, adding rrt}(]:/:a th:l?; arseludge
i ()
tgl:;mﬂr)]g latlge, rbut do not have the
T

ﬁr}lgrswes'revelations elated  the

who looked at it as
gltl)i?leg ttev?':)n birds with ona sbto::a.
Commissioner Joy Qunze . :nsaare
said if the proposed interventi e
implemented, the land owners 03 .
wetland will evit;)t thems(;elves and the

ic li ill be saved.

a(ll—lllgvt;:vlﬁ glillllrut said if the char_mel
is blocked, the city might flood, since
the waste will be taking long to pour
into the lake. UBC is among th_e title
owners likely to be evicted if the
proposals are implemented.
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