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Why rural privaté | 
schools are struggling 
with new curriculum 
9 
While the new curriculum is intended to 

create a practical learning environment, 

many private schools are struggling to keep 
up with the new approach due to lack of 
resources, training and infrastructure. 

BYMUDANGHA KOLYANG- 
HA 

nthequiet villages of Budaka 
and Bukedi,the sounds of stu- 
dentsvoices reverberate from 
themany private schools that 

dotthe landscape. These schools 
‘havelongbeen seen as alternative 
for families that want more than 
‘whatgovernment schools offer 
Parents,many of whom are sub- 

sistence farmers, often view pri- 
vateschools as aticket to a better 
future for their children, one that 
canliftthem from the constraints 
ofrurallife and provide opportu- 
nities forsuccess. 
Despite this promise, private 

schools in Budaka are facing an 
uphill battle in implementing 
Uganda's newly adopted Compe- 
teney-based curriculum (CBC). 
While the curriculumis intend- 
ed to create a more personal- 
ised and practical learning envi- 
Tonment, many of these private 

schools are struggling o keep up 
* withthe new demand-chiefly due 
tolack of resources, raining and 
infrastructure 
‘The Competency Based Curricu- 
Ium wasintroduced with the goal 
tomove away from rote memori- 
sation and exam-focused learn- 
ing, towards a model that prior- 
itises the development of criti- 
calskillsand deeper understand- 
ing. The director, Budaka progres- 
sive Highschool, Michael Kolyang- 
ha, acknowledges that the Com- 
‘petency-Based Curriculum is so 
good but has challenges,especial- 
Iyontheside of private schools 
He says the biggest challenge is 

question interpretation, where 
most of the students fil because 
they cannot interpret scenarios. 
“Most of the students cannot 

compressively speak English and 
this makesit a big hurdle o inter- 
‘pret question”MrKolyanghasays 
Budaka Progressive High school 

with an enrollment of 600 stu- 
dents and 19 qualified teach: 

ers prides in outstanding perfor- 
‘mancein the just released UCE re- 
sults.Feexplained that the chool 
registered 79 candidates and allof 
them passed. 
“TheCBC is great reform but fa- 

voursstudents who fastlearners. 
What s crippling the programme 
inrunalschools s comprehension. 
‘Thisisthe dilemmaschools many 
are facinghe said. 
He zdded,*We appeal to gov- 

emnment through the Ministry of 
Education to consider support- 
ing private schools with funding, 
‘manpover s el ICT” 
‘The teacher, Mr Emmanuel 
Wasuire said despiteallstudents 
passing,there are stll challeng- 
es that come with good perfor- 
mance. 
He noted that private schools 

are fecinga biggest hurdle in the 
implementation of CBC to theex- 
tentthatalltheburden goes tothe 
parents to provideall the learning. 
‘materialstotheir children. 
“This turns out to be expensive 

for parents and yet they are low 
income earners. Thi then drives 

Stephen Tagonanko 
rector of studies said. 

pounded wit! 

powerstiltifles theimpl 
tion of CBCin private schools. 
He further highlighted that in- 

terpretation is difficult because 
questions are scenario-based and 
some scenarios re oo long. 
He called upon the Ministry 

to support private secondary 
schools with computers and af- 
fordable intenet o faclitate the 
teachingof leamers. 
He also noted that the schools 

faces inadequate learning ma 
terials. Budaka Progressive High 
schools is among the private-gi- 
antsschools n the disrict 
‘The new model is considered 
tobe a game-changer because it 
directs what the learners do-in 
terms of skilling. 
Mr Nassif Kassujja, the head- 

teacher of Highlight Secondary 
School-Kadama in Kibuku Dis- 
trict said most private schools 
lack computers and internet yet 
these are key in the implementa 
tion of various projects,especial- 
Iy sciences.He also observed that 
chemicals and equipment are too 
expensive coupled with languay 
interpretation of questions“From 
the rural background, many of 
our students cannot interpret 
the 15 be oflack of En 
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