
- T e R I I P Gt et s | ataanca sy 
—__. - erve them, For the sake of - ifa few iintes before and enjoy — All the best! 

L] . 
- — operate effetively This was partcular.  kniow Eventullyshe recommendeda 

TIP Iy ironic given that the projectreport.  series ranslate by 7 Junior. When 1 
edly cost over shs150b. Operators in-  asked for a non-translated version, she 

I ° The internet sisted that the machines had worked  informed me that such huxury was una- 
e hasbocoma  perfoctly during training. Authorities  vailable.{ acceptedthe new normal. 

ourworkplace, | maintained that the faiure had noth- 
l o nownroom, | ingiodowithheintemethdem.  Evoryons bacomesajournalist 

our stadium, By the fourth day, Uganda had be- 
b andoursocial  Entartainmant, boradom, and  come a nation of analysts. from hoda 

4 space. My forcod adaptation ‘boda stages to phone commersations to 
namoisDavid. | Even the boldest declarations of I dy selling chips, wveryone had an 
Tdonot drink.| ~can live without the internet"began  opinion. Who svas winnin, who was 

P donotsmok.| | to collapse.Outof desperation, [ vist: ~losing, who ha cheated—ever ver- 
ed amoviecentre. Theattendantasked sionrasprsented ith cmfidence. 

whichmovieT e Printed newpapers reained el 
3 S did not knoveShe  vance. Holding a pirsical copr of 
plashback. Just before Jathingsimply refsed tovork by am.na eked which  Eveyday eIt gfmin:fi- a seaof 

‘ 3. ‘moment,I resorted to reading old newspapers, VJ 1 pre- speculation. The shutdown also fores 
and after presidential Day Two: Innovation, Rumours, and So- Tereed. 1 introspecton.T discovered clothes n 

O lective Con stilldid  my single-bedroom apartment that 

elections came an Ugandans are nothingifnot resourceful. Ap- mot L idnotknow [ med ey cursing 
i plications rumoured to bypass internet re- 1ad not been washed in crer a month. 
internet shutdown... Strctions were quicky downloaded. One such found rice untouched since August 3, 

app Bitchat,came highly ecommended. Un- 2025 Bredom e cleming o 
fortunately what we were not told s that the ing led to reading. I read a book for 

EEAVIDRURINGR D0 et T Beer dinighad nc howrs—sithout interrugSon. 
anuary 13, beganlike any other ordinary  sively for students of computer science 
day. By most calculations, it was the 13th  terms of complexity. For the rest of us,it sim- Days Four and Five: Reconnect- 
day of the year By the emotional and - plydidnot work. ingwithraality 
nancial calendar of Ugandans, however, As confusion grew, Naalya FM—also known Phone calls returned. I respected 

wasthe 3and day of theinfamous 65 Daysof 2 Arca Code Gossip—cirulated information onefo 45 mimutes  reconnected 
January™—a month that always feels longer  that a group of individuals in Kireka were ‘with an old friend, Un Mark, o 
thanit should. connecting people to the internet for as li ‘who informed me that his 
AUmy workplace, the atmosphere was  tleas Shs10Kk 1 rushed there s fastas my lgs footballrelated video s 

charged with debate. Two clear schools of - could carry me.The connection favoured An- the most viewed con 
thought had emerged. The former, optimists  droid users. In denial, I attempted to argue tent of AFCON 2025, He 
bynaturcornewcomerstothe Ugandan polt thatthe iPhone X 1was holding wastechino- is also writing a new 
cal reality believed there would beno internet  logically equivalent to an Android device. © book. How would I 
Shutdown. They ited a virlclip of the Ugan-  Thetechnicianlooked atmenwithaface tha | have known an of 
daCommunications Commission (UCC)boss,  said, You Iove fancy things, Suffer. Those this when my morn- 
‘who had publicly reassured citizens that the ~ who succeeded in bypassing the system ings used to begin 
internet would remain intact. rushed online shared screenshots and y with TikTok lives 

“The latter group, held the opposing view. _experts responded swiftly. of people I do not 
Their argument wa simple:these people are owrperhaps, we 
capableof anything The debateendedabrupt. | Day Three: TV needed the break. 
Iy when UCC released an official comrmunica. | and shoek 
tion announcing thatntemetservices would | Withnoaltemna- Day Six: Foot- 
besuspended untilfurthernotice. Thegovern-  tives left, TV be- ball, pain, and dig- 
ment, had decided o help Ugandans save the . came the prima- talaqrosion 
‘money they normally spend on data—force- - ry source of info Manchester United, 
fullyandvathoutconsalaton. o This x 
DayOne:Denialsetsin hester City in a derby 
The earliest and most stubborn stage of ‘match. And we could not 

change management. Actoss the country it Postaboutit 
zens scrambled to download content at record - * We wanted to cele- 
speed YouTube videos, podcasts,music lay- | ers? When did theyjoin? 3 
lsts, documentaries,anything that could sur- | Why have we never seen 
viveofineIfyou did ot do thesame,youare,| thembefore? 
invited to cast the first stone.Most of us were | The answer was uncom- 
sillconvincedthat the irectivevouldnotbe | fortable. Social media 
fully effected. Surely, reason would prevail. ‘'had quietly replaced tra- 

Atexactly 6:03pm, reality arrived. WhatsApp | ditional media as my at for the people,we 
should have been 
allowed to post: 
Cunha-Bruno~ 

Cunha-Bruno-Sha: 

‘message ticks went ilent—suddenly and com- 
pletely—like the communication frequencyof 
an exwho has“found peace” It was unsettling, 
but optimism lingered. After all, Uganda has 
survived worse. 
‘That night,sleep was interrupted repeated- 

lyby the instinctive urge to check phones,re- 

‘main source of public 
engagement, The few 
faces that seemed fa- 
miliar were those that 
had occasionally ap- 
peared on a recl or Tik- 
Tok Theshutdown caused for 

Nationof addicts 
Weare internet addicts. I there were 

freshapps, and hope for connectivity wokeup | Biomelric Voter Verification Janu recovery centres for internet addiction, 
* - atleastsix times,each time disappointed. The | Kits (BVVKs)to reportedly fail tol 1 = - manyofus would attend. 

(8 CamScanner


