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Demanding pay. The teachers have
missed June and July salaries. They
have warned government not to
expect any service delivery.

BY PATIENCE AHIMBISIBWE
pahimbisibwe@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. At least 50,000 primary
and secondary school teachers have
either not been paid or have re-
ceived only half salary in the last two
months.

Through their umbrella body, the
Uganda National Teachers Union
(Unatu), the teachers have warned
government not to expect any ser-
vice delivery when they have failed
to facilitate them. .

Mr James Tweheyo, the Unatu gen-
eral secretary, said 41 districts have
been affected with their teachers now
struggling to make ends meet.

He said the majority of their mem-
bers have bankloans which they have
defaulted on and instead of going to
classrooms, are now looking else-
where for survival.

“Nearly 50,000 teachers have not
been paid. In some districts, you find
the teachers have received their sal-
aries but the head teacher has not.
Remember this is a person supposed
to supervise the teachers but now he
will spend the entire term moving
from office to office pursuing his sal-
ary,” Mr Tweheyo said. Y5 i

“Banks have imposed penalties
on those with loans and by the time
their salaries come, all the money is
deducted. Where do you expect ser-
vice delivery in all this? Even if you
force them to go to classrooms, they
will not teach because their minds
are distracted by thoughts of how to
repay these loans,” he added.

Mr Tweheyo questioned the crite-
ria the Ministry of Finance is using
to pay the teachers, saying that some
of the staff at the same workstation
have missed their salaries while oth-
ers have been underpaid.
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DISTRICTS THAT HAVE NOT YET PAID TEACHERS |

Lamwo and Omoro districts have
been underpaid, while those from
Agagoand Kiboga have received only

part payment. No. | District Status No. [ District [States
" Those in Yumbe, Ntungamo, Ko- Weat Nile Region T Busoga R
boko and.Kumi districts have not 1. | Yumbe Not yet 23. | Jinja Municipal =
been paid at all. There are also some 2. | Koboko _ . 24, [lganga .
instances of over deductions in Ru- 3} Al : 25 Kl .
birizi. 4, | Pakwach . 26. | Bugiri 5
Mr Jim Mugunga, the Finance min- Eastern Region _ Teso Region
istry spokesperson, yesterday admit- S. | Butaleja . 7. | Kumi .
ted there could be some people who & Mbale C 8. | Kumi Municipal .
have not been paid but he blamed the =5 TKapchorwa : : ‘Bj:u:m..u 3
anomalies on district accounting of-  [Western Reglon 3. T Kadkwi
ficers who fail to submit the requisite 9. I Kabarole l Partly paid Soutbera Region
information in time. "
He said some chief administrative P50 Tayie - 22 Lol -
officers delayed to submit returns for TR = it ;:“l'i""“‘ June
accountability which affects workers 12.| Kitgum . 35, | Lyantonde ,"" peid
inthose particular local go}\:emrrpents' :: /L\lu l‘\v:l .
while other civil servants have failed L ARIE0 Y Karsuojs Reglon
to verify their personal data with the 15 Undéy pald 5 e NGyl some
ministry. <7 A | i@m\gm
“We are in the process of weeding - L-L0moco. Under paid South Wotern Regioa
out ghosts. We cannot send money if "";7" w 37. | lsingiro .
the accounting officers have not sub~ ELE mm:‘,:,, 3 b $
mitted the returns. There are also lo- i
cal governments which have not yet 18.] Kiboga Paniypaid | 39 | Kanungu 5
accessed the ministry’s monetary ;z a’m L 40.__| Rubirizi Over deducti
transfer system, especially the new 20T Wdkono . A1 Nungamo .
districts,” Mr Mugunga added. Munici
The Ministry of Education per- 2 flogd . S
manexht secrectlabm Mr Alex Kakooza, - Tk : e
yesterday said because the teachers’ and establish what u ent i
payroll was decentralised, they can-  he said. g Terend 24lfi§rv3§2:ymi;}$zl$s;hﬁﬁg o
not now tell yvhether their teachers Mr: Tweheyo attributes the ram- ment fail to solve th ould govern-
have been paid or not, ) solve the problem ur-
Y pa i . . pant problem of teacher abséntee-  gently, thesituationwill worsenand
The Ministry of Finance sends  ism to persistent salary delays, ~continue to undermine th -
money directly to districts. The only . which the mini A rmine the quality
ihiiis we éan do s o Wit to Pt ly . which the ministry has been grap- - of education that is already threat-
owriteto Finance * pling with the incident standing at - ened by a high-pupil teacher ratio.
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