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o :(AMPALA. _The MnnT.r..!'ry of
~ducation js cansidering to
:(‘;’D funding to 792 private

condary schoals which have

Jeen implementing the Universal
Secondary Education programme
beginning next month when first
term Opens.

Sources, who declined to be
named because they are not
authorised to speak to the media,
yesterday told Daily Monitor that
the ministry’s top management has
been in discussion to drop private
schools from the government’s free
education programme.

According to the sources,
munagement yesterday agreed
not to enroll any student in Senior
One in private schools under this
Public Private Partnership (PPP)
starting February 5 when this
Year's academic year begins.

“We are phasing out USE in all
PPP schools beginning first term
of 2018. All PPP schools will stop
receiving grants from government
in 2020 when those in Senicr
Two now sit Uganda Certificate of
Education,” the source said,

- Awalts approval

“Fven if management passes it,
it has to be approved in CabinetL.
Wait for us to approveit at apothe}:
level becausa it is a policy issue,
Ms Rosemary Seninde, the State
Minister for Primary Education,
said yesterday. ;

The fhinistry’s Undersecretary,:
Mr Aggrey Kibenge, yesterday
confirmed that the matter was
under discussion but they had not
come outwith a conelusive position
to guide either parties. R

However, he added that this will
be communicated before the term
begins. »

“Yes, we discussed on PPP

schools. The details on how it will

- work in future will be out before

. we o into the new school year. We'
will be issuing guidance on how we

‘want it towork before schools open
in February,” Mr Kibenge said in a
telephone interview yesterday.
‘The move leaves close to more
than 200000 students who
were- expected to benefit under
the programme in Senior One

800 private USE

over the years in areas where they
did not have any government-
aided schools and are now ready
to absorb those students in the‘se
institutions, adding that this,
however, will be done in phases.
Started in 2007, the govermment
has been paying Shs47,000 per
student per term for students

' accessing free education in these
- schools against their counterparts

in government-aided schools

* implementing USE and Business

Technicaland Vocational Education
Training institutions which receive
Shs4l, 000 and Shsl50, 000 per
student, respectively. o

At least Shs52 billion is budgeted

for annually to meet this need

in_ private schools which the

. government is now planning to

~save anduse to construct their own
« institutions. : :

Parents have been providing

ovt o sop fu

their children with school uniform,

stationery and meals
meet their ol:qugatia!oln.bmE Sl
Only students who Scorebetween
Aggz:cgate Four and 28 in Primary
leaving Examinations are qualify
for the USE scholarship. -
Mr  Patrick Kaboyo, the
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Federation of Non-State Education
Institutions - secretary, yvesterday
said: “The withdrawal of support is
a presidential directive. As players
in the sector, it has enabled us
to think aloud for an alternative
partnership.” ; L
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Following the qi BCtiye
ministry set up a commi,,
}‘“’E'Sﬁgﬂte the Amplicationg ]‘
implementing the decision.
- The report showed that phasi,
out of PPP schools will not resu
in significant savings to buil
the then required schools (6,58
classrooms) to accommodate g
USE enrollment at the curen
levels.

“Tf all students who would hay
enrolled in PPP schools enroll §
government schools, ShsB,00
would be saved on each student p
term, resulting in Shs19 billion ow
the four years, enough for only ;
schools at a rate of Shs660 millic
each,” reads the report in part,

The report recommended
partial case by case phase-o
of PPP schools as governme
gradually builds more schools,




