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Govl muslt pore over
question on fuel fax
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has premped 2 mistre af destann and alarm The lender
e that slapping VAT on fael whilst at the came time e
e Bxciee Dty will have the pesitnee effect of hoosting domestic
e maohihzation and imprewing fisca] astainability
The nyry i hemtmes eti]] oant Deepite cracking open the possital
ity of verdeming the countrys tax hase the deepest fears of many
are that any sach move neke drawine the pubhic ire dve to the
ich eenmtiaty in fuel prces
Thee mricht appear to fit the hill of being the quintessential act
of molitrca) expechency since fuel exemphions, s the IMF notes in
s reportane polinealhy popular Rut that i only half of the sto-
v Pust related taxes can have potentially devastating effects on
o aneomye eamer who hemvily rely on pmducts 1ike keroeene.
The knockon impact on transpart and food enste can be just as
brutal If not more Pump prices, as it s are
alreach punishingly high, with the pnce of
2 litre of petrod well above the Shes, 000 har

The lssue: her The price of a litre of diese] i also men-
acingly close to breaching the aforemen-

Our view: tined harmer While it is indeed true that
o Increasing cnsts for motonsts & polincally

difficult, what 1 rarely discussed and. per
haps. poarty understood is that Uganda
budpet pohicy wonks cannot lay claim to
taxes collectad from car dnvens being used
to fund public transport.

This is because there is no semblance of
public transpart in Uganda. The poar state
of roads in the country also imates peri-
nent questions as to where the $hs,650
and Shs1,380 fuel duties the government
leviex on each litre of petrol and diesel re-
spectively go

We believe 1t 1s healthy for people in Ugan-

@2 to have a sober conversation on this subject. The aforesaid
people should also mterest themselves i whether there are ret
ative merits for the government 1o impart refined fuel through
its deal with Vitol Bahrain. The State-owned Uganda National
Ol Company (Unoc) runs pomnt on the deal that put Kenyan oil
marketing companies out of business when it was green-ighted
by Nairob: in early 2024 Before pulling the rug from under the
feet of the Kenyan middlemen, the price of a litre of petrol was
Shs4,700

Currently it 1s north of Shs3,000. While Unoc has previously
blamed the failure to.as promised, bring down pump prices on
arange of geopolitical factors, could there be more than meets
the eye?

We conunue to call for an evidence-based discussion that will
stop ng co{unut{yh from, excuse the pun, running on fumes. The
question of public transport, or lack the: isi
el P reof, has to be deasive-
Only then can the government justify increasing the cost of
motonng in the name of addressing the more and longer traf-
fic jams that so impoverish the country Short of that, people in
Uganda will continue to face a double whammy of paying higher
taxes on fuel products and spending longer in traffic. It morphs
Into a triple whammy if the attendant effects of high fuel costs on
food prices are to be considered, as, indeed, they should.
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Further, we ash that we be informed whenever you feel
that we have fallen short in our attempt to heep these
commitments.

Managing Director Susan Nsibirwa

General Manager Editorial Danlel Kalinaki
Managlng Editor Allan Chekwech

oG

=
.

——— _DECLARATION * | R
‘ : Tis JINE .. OR [ ‘
USUAL?
(4
o e =
o°
(NGSETS

fricay conflicts aretoooften pamated as
sepanate ies:SudanasaRed
Sea-Homn of Africa catastrophe:and
umrdmummag{“m&
E That framingisincreas-
R Ea connected*“fracture

lu‘t"namgirw.a\\idmmﬂ!\yhlﬁhuv-
ilwarinsurgencydis : illicitfinance,
and external competition reinforce one an-
mhamboxdaslnsunteg\cmth&
Mmmaginginmasingle.mgxonal
mﬁrys\mm\immnﬁnenl-\wdecome

‘Sudan illustrates how aninternal war can
npidh'm\megeopoliﬁcnl gravityAs State
authority erodes, violence fractures mar-
ket, degrades public services, and forces dis-
pbmnmtmﬂume,disphcen@l })ecoms
more than a humanitarian statistic: it be-
comesadriver of regional politics, border se-
curitisation, and fiscal stress for neighbours.
When that pressure persists,governments are
pushed into crisis budgeting host communi-
ties absorb longtermservice demands,and
political attention shifts from development
tosurvival :

Further west,the Sahel shows how violence
has evolved into political economy Armed
ywpsdonotorﬂymid;theymxmadsand
livestock routes,regulate local trade,and po-
Jice smuggling corridors. This is why battle-
field pressure alone rarely delivers strate-
gic results because aslongasthese revenue
streams and permissive Spaces remain, insur-

¢ can regenerate.

g‘;inantw-al resources arethe connective tissue
that makes the belt geopolitically sticky.Crit-
ical minerals functionas both prizeand fu-
¢l but gold is the most destabilising because it
is easily portable,and hard to trace.In weakly
governed zones,resource extraction becomes
aparallel financial system ﬁngmcmg'f\nned_
actors,distorting local authority.and incentiv-
ising control of territory and transport routes.

Resouces also pull inexternal actors. The
Red Sea and wider Horn have becomeathe-
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How resources and rival powers are
remaking Africa’s security landscape

f\ response that meets
international stan-
dards must redefine
security.

et
i Samuel Obedgiu

- Geoeconomics

atre of competitive Statecraft: Gulf States
seekleverage over ports,logistics hubs,and
food-security supply chains, while offering
investment, mediation, or security coopera-
tion.Such engagement can stabilise when it
strengthens institutions,butitcanalsoen-
trench spoilers whenlocal factions treat for-
eign backing as insurance against compro-

mise.

Inthe Sahel and adjacent zones,a different
marketplace has emerged: “regime security”
assistance. Russia-linked contractors, regional
military partners,and Western security pro-
grammes all compete to provide training, in-
telligence, equipment,or battlefield support.
When security cooperation becomes transac-
tional, accountability often declines,civilian
protection weakens,and armed groups gain
propaganda oxygen- !

Chinaand the European Union shape the
fracture belt less through force than through
geoeconomics finance for infrastructure,ac-
cess to markets,and investment in extrac-
tives. These tools canstrengthen States when
they create jobs, improve connectivity.and re-
inforve transparency Yet in brittle environ-
ments,mega-projects can become magnets
for predation, corruption, and attacks; invest-
ment does not automatically produce stabili-
ty when legitimacyis failing,

Political fragmentation inside the belt com-
pounds the risk Coups,shrinking civic spac-
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d diplomatic Tuptures weaken roo;
:';npmqﬁonsjabxhty to coordinatenmggi,nr
gon,share intelligence,and apply collec.,
pressure. Whenregional blocs fragmen .. |
Gsmand t becomes bumemlanr[;xqri
hocrather than rule-based and multilate,. |

isingthe leverage of external actors an(f:,l,
raising Africa’s bargaining power on dety ..
matefinance,and the terms of resource ex,

traction.

For EastAfricaand Uganda in particy-
Jarthisisnota distant drama. The fracty
belt exports three pressures: sustained ..
mandonschools,clinics, water systerm,
Jocal administration; networked insecur
through arms flows,document fraud 5
mansmuggling; and geoeconomics ve
that disrupts corridors, raises insurance
anddeters investment.The region pays .
ﬂidmwhet_heror notitisacombatant

Aresponse that meets International \!:m\x
ards must redefine secunty Civilian prosg.

&

" tonshouldbe treated as astrategic impery

tive, and policy must follow the war econ,..
myt.hmughﬁmnﬂal intelligence, comym,
ity tracing, anti-cOrTUPtoN enforcement,
and coordinated disruption of transnatic,
allogistics. Frontier governance is decisive
too: functioning courts, dispute resolutiop,
and accountable policing in peripheral 4
as are how armed actors are outcompete |
over time.

Africa’s fracture belt should be read for v
itis: an emerging geopolitical system wher,
war economies,strategic commuodities, and
rival patrons converge on weak institutions
Leftunmanaged, it will not burn out; it wif
normalise permanent emergency and reg
derregional stability The choice is stratesig
coordinate to contain the conflict economy
oraccept afuture in which armed actors a
outside patrons set the terms of security,

Samuel Obedglu, geopolitician and
biotechnologist. sammyobedgiu@gmails
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