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hie hohidays are fast coming (o un
enq and soon wmany pau'vm':; will he

~ t:ﬂ\l_tl}i their children to sehools
nt@(\y payving mithons i tuition, ad h
muustrative costs, uniformes, ll;lilllill}‘
l’ws‘ and all Kinds of other payments l
Asmany attest, it costs a small l’m-miu‘
Lo m‘lm';}lv achild in any of Usandu’s
competitive schools, The svl{(‘w‘ul \‘Ml.\it‘h
has l'(‘L:C‘i\’t‘.d SO much money to l‘-ﬂ'v
care of the child, is thevefore 141-,-{\--\\1
with ensuring their safety and « o
wellbeing. '

Let’s start with the basics ot whore
these children sleep. Many parents will
mpiess that they have not seen l'h‘éh'
children’s lodgings. In many schools
it is against the rules for parents ar{ci
other school “outsiders” to visit the
dormitories with no explanation. They
don’t get to see the horrors of students
sleeping head to feet in dormitories
housing twice the number they're de-
signed to. For those built for 20, there
are 40 students and their luggage fit-
ting into the room with triple decker-
beds if needed. In the classroom, rooms
meant for 50 learners sit 70. You see,
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we are now in the business of profiteer-

ing.

From the mandatory payments for
school trips, to mandatory contribu-
tions towards new administrative
blocks and pools whose construction
takes years, to the weekend and holiday
classes that come at an extra cost, right
down to where your children are sleep-
ing and what they are eating.

Some of these problems are the re-
sult of a demographic boom; we have
alarger school-going age population
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(han before being, served by d .,I“]‘:II.
munher of sehools. It Wlm '“’.'”.'1 ”,
the schools? Egpecially man envire
ment when those Lasked with the WTIeT
regulation double as the sehool ”-;.J ’ll‘ |-,rf
who are out to make an exlra buek. i i
expeclation, given the existence ol 2
ministry for Education, 1s thal tcnm -
plaints would be addressed o ””‘I,”,J}il'
the reality is alittle more complicated.
For example, do you report the schoa's
where the proprietor is the Mu'ns.u»l__ for
Higher Education? Who holds school
directors accountable when the minis
ters and commissioners have a direct
interest in the profit of the schools?
Should those tasked with regulation
double as the school owners?

There is another matter that is not
addressed enough: the sexual harass
ment and assault that is happening in
many of our schools. Last year, many
of us were greatly disturbed by the al
legations of abuse of power to garner
sexual favours from students that sur
rounded the death of Prof Lawrence
Mukiibi, proprietor of St Lawrence
Schools.

I expected at least a full investiga
tion into the schools, If for nothing
else, then to put the naysayers to rest,
and declare that the allegations were
untrue. Instead, we got nothing but si
lence from those whose job it is to carry
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Ms Bigirwa is a femninist lawyer currently
waorking with Chapter Four Ugands




