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1 ¢t yonr wnen the [duzation
minetty Glosed Brdge Inferna-
torel ¢choes, the debate on
standards in private schaols was
ngensd I her slatement 1o Pai-
lement on Augist 8 2016, Janet
Musaveni the Minztar of Lduca-
yion ad Spets indicated tha the
marerials (Pad lsson plans) py-
pils veere taught with cannot pro-
mote teacher-pupll Interaction

A minetry repont also showed
the schoas hed poor hygiene and
sanitation. which put health and
safety of the children In danger If
you have 2 child in a private school,
you should ensure thelr school
meets the rght education stan-
dands as stipuiated by the Educa-
tron Act

This way. you wi'l ba sure your
child gets halistic education
Besides you will not be worried
about closure by government, De-
spite private sohoals enhancing
the education sector, they must
be reguizted. Issues of frequent
schoo! fess increment, education
standards, safety and health of
laarners in these schools should
nat be «gnored. Our issue today
lagks at these and gives guidelines
on how ta identity the best private
school for your child
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Aside from bridging the
edication gap for the ever
Increasing population, pri
vate sthools create jobs for
arplus teachers wha can-
not be absorbed in govern-
ment institutions

BY GODFREY LUGAAJU

qugmanDun mbormada com
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he demand for private selicols

1s nising even when the gov-

emment offers free primary
and secondary school edcation,
Despite presence of Universal
Primary Edueation (UPE) and Uni-
versal Secondary Education (USE),
privately owned schools continue to
offer a competitive altermative.

But it s not a Ugandan case alone.
Private schools are also becoming
more common around the world.
According to UN report, the portion
of primary school students enrolled
in non-government schools globally
stood at 16 per cent in 2000. It had
risen to 20 per cent by 2009.

Thwaib Nsercko, a parent at St
Paul Secondary School, a private
school in Kireka, Wakiso District,
says sometimes, the closest gov-
ernment school is of 1ow academic
standard as evidenced by the quality
of teachers, condition of the school
infrastructure and students’ perfor-
mance in exams.

“If a child intends to join univer-
sity, they must attend a school with
high academic standards. Therefore,
the family might decide to send their
child to a school they are sure will
guarantee this. As is the case in the
country today, there are high chances
that that school will be privately-
owned,” he says.

estion

Infrastructure Ak
Often, government schools are criti-

cised for high numbers of learners,
which make it difficult for teachers
to attend closely to all pupils. This,

Classes

Private schoals started operating

as far back as the 1950s and the
many government schaols we see
today such as Kisubi Secondary
School, Mengo Senior School, Ndejle
Secondary Schaol, Kibuli Secondary
School and Mt. St. Mary’s College.
Namagunga, among others were
originally private institutions, These
are also classlfied under faith-based
schoals such as Bugema Adventists
Secondary School, Seroma Christian
High School and Gombe Secondary
School, amang others and secular
schools such as Old Kampala
Secondary School, St Mark's College,
Namagoma among others.
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ISMAIL MULINDWA, ASSISTANT
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COMMISSIONER PRIVATE

Pupils walk to class at a
private school In Kampala
recently. Good infrastructure
Is one of the reasons, parents
choose private scheol over
most govemnment alded ones.
PHOTO BY RACHEL MABALA

in turn, affects performance of the
students in national examinations.
Stella Nandege, a parent at Gayaza
Road Secondary School in Kyebando,
Wakiso District, says most govern-
ment-run schools have more than
60 pupils per stream. Occasionally,
she says, a class may not even have a
teacher at all. “We have seen where
pupils in some rural government
schools study under trees. In such a
case, what would stop one from en-
rolling their child in a private school
that has better infrastructure? As a
parent, you must be wary about your
child’s welfare at school and get out
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In th2 2016/17 Financial
Year, the educatien sector
was allocated Shs2.44
trillion. This 201718
Financial Year it has been
allocated 2.5 triflion. This
shows government Is
dedicatad to improving
education in the country.
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PERCENTAGE OF PRIMARY
SCHOOL PUPILS ENROLLED

of your way to ensure they get agood IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS
education,” she said. GLOBALLY IN 2009,
Sheadds: “Private schools have set ACCORDING TO A UN
a trend in infrastructural advance- REPORT.
ment in most of their institutions.
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1t s ome iy o hays gy,
and anether (9 have ¢,
infrastructurs Moet
ahools atenctiroe gpe. | "
with o caulpmeent 14 .
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peivately owned selon),

n m
Altornation smpley.
Orteinally, teachises voynfpy,
amoployed in goverpyg,, "'
schools. Considering ¢ -, i
there would be surplus o,
lpalang for employmeny o, "
tearer camnot got a geynpy,
they getone with aprivy. ., "'
Adlan Mbidde, the b .|
Upbill Secondary Schon
sehool in Luteets, says tho .,
of privateschools helps teqry,
duczd by the varions uniyey. 0
teacher trainmng colleges . 7
“With the many teacher, z‘,ﬂ'
ing every year, 0 hig number, .. ' |
would be left unemployeq |
are only 5 fewr governmen, -
This means that a lot of »,
vionld be [2ft roaming. [t is iy '
such as starting up privato . ™
tions that canabsarb them ane ‘T"
ise thefr potential,” he not.5 '
Mbidde adds that the comp, . | .
paused by private schools prr,,~,}i
government schcolsto becorme i
petitive. “Private schools 7,
govermment msmu_nor':\ Out of th,
comfort zoneinabid toensyrn . -
ity education making them 2 ¢,
force to better education stay ;..
inthe country.” he explains, )
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::::ordinz to Ismail Mulindwy yy, :
assistant COmMmMISSIoner pry,
schaols in the Education m;p;,
try, despite mushrooming pryy.,
schools, there must be an author;;,
to control, regulate and coordin;: .
their operations.

“The Education Act is clear ahg,,

the Education ministry being respgp. |
sible for coordinating, regulating a5,
controlling education institutions j5
this country. We have specific guid.
lines, for example, on establishmep,
of these schools but we have that big
framework (the Act) which guides opy ;
how schools should be started, wher
where and by who and this is the
framework that guides, However, it
has got provisions,” he says.
. He says they (Ministry) are try-
Ing to come up with a specific poiicy
on private schools because the Aet
is general (it looks at pre-primary,
pnmary, secondary and universitice
both private and government),

“We have specific policies for Spe-
cific areas or programmes such -
licensing and registration. It is e
the only thing we do with private
schools. It is just one of the many
things we do in there to guide the
stakeholders on how to go about this.
There are no specific frameworks for
private schools per se. It is one gen-
eral framework that caters for both -
private and government schools,”
Mulindwa explains.
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Credit crunch: Private schools

struggling to remain afloat

The cost of living is argu-
ably getting higher affect-
ing. among cthers, daily
cost of running privately
owned schools.

we.ON THE COVER

o the contrary, Paul Ss-

esanga, who was the owner

of the schoo), says he has
found @ new manager and claims to
have cleared the debt he owed the
money lender. “1 paid in excess of the
debt and want a refund of some of the
money,” Ssesanga says, “It is a mat-
ter before court. After the judgment,
we shall know who the right owner
of the land is. Whatever is happening
will be sorted in court.”

Ntinda View College in Kulamhiro
has not opened since January, Ac-
cording to Mukulu, “teachers who
have not been paid for more than a
year are selling school equipment
such as beds, tables, chairs, and
computers to get money for food.
The teachers also sued the school
owner in court over non-payment of
salaries.”

Higenyi Jala Mwenepesa, the
owner of the schoo), says, “Although
the school was closed, 1 am in the
process of rebranding and restor-
ing the school so that it can be op-

crational again very soon.” Some pri-
vate schools end their terms before
the official closure recommended by
the Education ministry to reduce cost
of feeding students to the end of the
term.

Ssesanga says, “Since some school
owners do not have enough fund-
ing to feed the children especially as
the term ends, the children, are sent
home before the actual term ends
and only return to pick their report
cards.”

David Ssemwogerere, the director
of Suubi Secondary and Vocational
College in Lwengo District, agrees
that the cost of living has risen and
there are financial constraints in
nearly all educational institutions,

Back to barter trade
“However, as school administrators
and proprietors, we have to devise
ways to reduce costs to make educa-
tion affordable while facilitating the
running of the schools in sustainable
ways,” he says. "It is the reason we
accept items such as eggs as a form
of school fees payment. We also equip
students with simple farming skills
and where possible, help them rear
animals such as pigs and kroiller
chicken, That way, they can contrib-
ute to their educational costs.”
Although private schools are
known to offer good education, some
have under-qualified teachers that

WHAT HE SAYS

Seck board advice

In such a financlal crlsls, school owners
must have a good working relationship
with thelr employees other than just
keeping qulet.The school owner should
call for a committee meeting including
the school bzisrd of governors to let
them understand what is happening
Here, they will collectively advise
probably to increase school fees.”

DR JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

MUYINGO, STATE MINISTER

FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

BRIV
For private schools to keep operational In
these hard financlal times, they must devise

means of Increasing their Income.
PHOTO B RACHEL MABALA

are also underpaid because of lim-
ited funds.

Ssesanga otherwise agrees that
school fees should be regulated.
“Some schools charge high fees and
others low yet they are all private
schools. The ones with a low fees
structure struggles to operate be-
cause they have the low income par-
ents in mind even when it is a busi-
ness,” he explains.

Dr John Chrysostom Muyingo,
the State Minister for Higher Educa-
tion, highlights that there are many
private schools operating below
minimum education standards. He
says some o not have licenses, lack
qualified staff and are operating in
sub-standard structures, which puts
students at risk.

“Several private schools have de-
vised means of sustaining them-
selves in business including increas-
ing school fees. However, Dr Muyingo
says, “It is not right for school own-
ers toincrease school fees anyhow. It
must be through a procedure where
the school board of governors is
summoned to cliscuss the need, then
sending written notification to the
permanent secretary at the Educa-
tion ministry giving the reason for
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increasing school fes.”

Probahls solntions

* Raising school fees alone may not
help if the money does not com in
on time. The school management can
also embark on having students pay
their school fees promptly, probably
in the first week of their arrival fron
holidays. This will enable the school
to cater for the expenses on time.

« High student numbers can be a
solution therefore, private scheols
can make as much publbicity because
these numbers can translate into in-
come for the schools.

« The school owners can seek for aid
from international donors through
proposals or allow other people to
have shares in the school so the school
is co-owned. ,

« Owning a private scheol is a busi-
ness where one must invest he;vi}v
first, before they can reap from it.
“Private school owners, acccrding
to Dr Muyingo, “Must have a reliatle
source of income even before they
start the venture. This way, they will
be able to hire qualified staff, and feed
their students.” .

« Dr Muyingo adds, “Having ample
space at the schoel will provide space
for a school garden from which food
may be able to supplement the school
feeding on occasional days.

« He further says, “The Ministry
has tasked a committee led by Prof
Frederick Kayanja to study the fees
structures of both private and govern-
ment schools and will come up witha
regulation on the minimum amount
of school fees to protect the intera2st
of the public.”
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