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F1J1 GRAPPLES WITH SOARING HIV CASES

As evening falls in Fiji's capiial,
4 sieady stream of people
approaches o makeshin clinic
that 45 a first line of defence
agalnst one of the world's
fastest-prowing HIV epldemics
In the South Paclfic nation — a
popular tourist destination of
just under a million people
~ there were over 2,000 new
HIV cases recorded last year, a
26 pereent increase from 2024,

The povernment has
declared an HIV outbreak and
described It as a national erisis.

“It Is spreading like wildfire,”
Siteri Dinawal, 46, who came
10 be tested, told AFP.

The  Moonlight  Clinic, a
converted minibus parked In a
suburban cul-de-sac in Suva, 1s
part of a push 1o bring testing
into neighbourhoods.

Volunteers from the Survival
Advocacy Network = a group
supporting  sex  workers
— and Rainbow Pride Fiji,
which works with LGBTQ+
communities, are on hand 1o
speak to those who may be
reluctant.

Ana Fofole and her tcam
at Medical Services Pacific,

which runs the clinic, hand
out condoms as pan of their
awareness drive and test for
syphilis and hepatitis B.

“We do not just tum up
anywhere = we have to do it
the right way,” Fofole says,

Irinieta Foi, 45, is among

those Medical Services Paclfic
hopes to reach by bringing
testing into neighbourhoods.
Foi, who is able to get a
result.in 15 minutes, says she
stumbled upon the clinic.
“I decided, okay, why not?”
Many stay away for fear of

returning a  positive  result,

said  28-year-old  Ecelina
Lalabaluva, who also got
tested.

TRANSIT HUB FOR DRUGS

Clinics like this raise awareness
about the blood-borne discase

THI REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
APPLICATION FOR LETTIRS OF
ADMINISTRATION
The Administration of [xtate (Small
[atates) (Amendmeni of Jurisdiction of
Mapisirates (Court) Order 2000,

IN THL CHIEF MAGISTRATE'S COURT OF
KAMULI MAGISTERIAL AREA AY

ULl

ADMINISTRATION CAUSE
NO. 005 OF 2026

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF THE
LATE MUTIBWA RONALD FORMERLY
A RESIDENT OF BUGOBI BUKOSE LC.I,
BUGULUMBEYA PARISH , BUGULUMEYA
SUB/COUNTY IN KAMULI DISTRICT

AND

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION
FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION BY
MS. MBIRIRE WINNIE (SISTER) TO THE

DECEASED,

MOTICE OF APPLICATION

10 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,
TAKE NOTICE, that an application for
Letiers ol Administration 10 the Estate of
the LATE MUTIEWA RONALD formerl
@ residgent ol BUGOBI BUKOSE LC.I,
BUGULUMBYA PARISH, BUGULUMBYA
SUB/COUNTY IN KAMULI DISTRICT has
been lodged In this Court by MS. MBIRIRE
WINNIE (Sister) TO THE DECEASED
This Count will proceed to grant the same
I no caveal is lodged with this in Court
within founieen (14) days lrom the dale of
Ihis notice, unless cause be shown 1o the
contrary.
Dated al Kamull, this 4* day of March 2026
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CHIEF MAGISTRATE

THE RCPURLIC OF UGANDA
IN THE HIGH COURT OF UGANDA AT
MUDCNDE

MISCILLANEOUS CAUSE
NO. 07 OF 2026

ATTORNEY GENERAL ::::: APPLICANT
VENSU!

s

. RUGWE FRANCIS
. VICTORIA NAXYAMBADDE
YOWANA NZIGE
. NIKODEMU MUSIS)
. PETENO ALIBATAFUDE
» ALIFUNSI MULINDWA -

i RESPONDENTS

HEARING NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that hearing of the above
apphication has been lixed for 14% day
of May, 2026 al 9.00AM bolore Mig
Lordship Justice Tadeo Assimwe, in
the fore noon of soon therealler as (he
apphication shall be heard

Your hereby required to appear in person
or by an advocale dully instructed (o
appear and proceed with the same on
your behalf.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE thal || no
appearance Is made by you of by the sald
advocate on your behalf, this Honorable
court shall proceed 10 hear and determine
the application In your absence

Given under my hand and the seal of the
court this 28* day of April 2026,

DEPUTY A RAR
Extracted by: Atlorney General Chambers
JLOS Towers,

Plot 98-102, Katalima Road-Naguru
P.0 Box, 7183, KAMPALA

LOST

LOST

KATENDE ALAN
(DECEASED)

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
IN THE CHIEF MAGISTRATES' COURT OF
WAKISO AT WAKISO

ADMINISTRATION CAUSE
NO. 07 OF 2020

AND
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF THE LATE KATENDE ALAN
(DECEASED) FORMARLY OF KIKAJJO
*KIKUDAMPANGA ZONE , KAKIRI TOWN
COUNCIL IN WAKISO DISTRICT

AND
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION
FON GRANT OF LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION BY KESIIME AONES
(WIDOW) TO THE DECEASED

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

TAKE NOTICE that an applicatlon for
letters of Administration 1o ihe estale of
1he lale KATENDE ALAN has been lodged
In this Court by KESIIME AGNES (WIDOW)
This Court will proceed to giant the
application Il no caveat Is lodgea within
14) days trom publicalion 1 this notice,
\6601 unlless cause shon to s contrary.
GIVEN UNDER my hand and seal ol this
honorable Court this 10* day of April
2026. /1 B
- ’,,_5;. g

THE REPUDLIC OF UGANDA
IN THE HIOH COURT OF UGANDA
HOLDEN AT KAMPALA
(FAMILY DIVISION)

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF THE
LATE KATUMBA AMONI (DECEASED)
FOAMEALY RESIDENT OF MAGANJO A
CELL, NADWERU DIVISION, NANSANA
MUNICIPALITY, WAKISO DISTRICT

AND

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION
FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION BY
KATUMBA CHRISTINE AND
SERUBIDDE IAN

ADMINISTRATION CAUSE
NO. 1236 OF 2023

MOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LETTERS
QF ADMINISTRATION

TOWHOM [T MAY CONCERN

TAKE NOTICE that a petition for letters of
Adminisiration of the Estate of the Late
KATUMBA AMONI (DECEASED) has been
lodged (n the High Court of Uganda at
Kampala- Family Division by KATUMBA
CHRISTINE and SSERUBIDDE IAN
vnmunnn & SON Respectivaly).

his Count will proceed to grant (he same
Il no caveal Is lodged with this Honorable
Court within (14) lourtean days from the
date ol publication of this Nolice, unless
€ausa Is shown 1o the contrary,
:I'IOA;;D al Kampala this 22+ gay of April

TY/ REGISTRAR

Extracled by;
M’s Soita & Ce. Advocales,
Buganda Road Flats,

Block 666, Flak K, 2+ Floor,
P.0 Box 72550, Kampala,

This pleture taken

on March 19, shows

a Medlcal Services
Pacific Moonlight
programme team
offering free HIV
testing during an
outreach visit to a
suburb of Suva. As
evening falls In FI)l's
capltal, a steady
stream of people
approach a makeshift
clinlc that Is a first line
of defence agalinst one
of the world's fastest-
growing HIV epldemics.
In the south Paclfic
natlon and popular
tourlist destination of
Just under a million
people, there were over
2,000 new HIV cases
recorded last year, @
26% Increase from
2024

and can help pin down just
how many people are living
with HIV in Fiji and refer them
to treatment.

The number of known cases
is around 5,000, according to
Renata Ram, country director
for Fiji and the Pacific at
UNAIDS, who says the crisis
has been building for years.

That number was as low
as 500 in 2014, according to
estimates by UNAIDS, which
classifies Fiji as having among
the world’s fastest-growing
HIV epidemics.

Transmission rates began to
increase around 2019, when
a group of “very high-risk”
injecting drug users emerged,
primarily in the sex worker
community, Ram explained.

“Fiji, like other Pacific
islands, for a long time have
been transit hubs for drugs
from Latin America and Asia
destined for Australia and
New Zealand,” said Virginia
Comolli, Pacific programme
head at the Global Initiative
against Transnational
Organized Crime,

The flow of highly
addictive drugs such as
methamphetamine and
cocaine to those lucrative
markets rose sharply after a lull
during the Covid pandemic,
she explained.

Those drugs are increasingly
seeping into the Pacific’s
domestic markets — in par

WAIT TO Dip>

One of the lew pubi-
faces of the crisls |5
Mark Lal, who was
diagnosed with HIY
two years aqo.

“In Fiji, wheneyer
the topic of 58x corp ..
up, everyone just '
disperses,” says La|,
24, a gay man uho 5
he Is not a drug user

He arlginally knay
little about HIV and 1y,
available treatment.

"“When | was
diagnosed, the first
thing | asked the
doctors was: "What
now? Do | just wait to
die?"

On his “Living
Positive Fiji” page
on Facebook, Lal has
fielded questions from
more than a hundrag
people,

Most are aged 17 ¢,
20 and are unsura
whether to disclosa
their HIV status oyt of
fear of discrimination,

"If you come oyt
publicly as somegna
living with Hiv, there's
a chance where you
might actually not get
a good reaction,” La|
said.

His own hospital visit
for his initial diagnosis
left its mark.

"l saw some walking
out with fear in their
eyes, and | was like: ‘|
want to change this. |
want to help people’,”

Fiji has a tough
task to rein in case
numbers, according to
Ram of UNAIDS, who
said the country is “15
to 20 years behind” in
its HIV efforts.

“A needle-syringe
programme is what
is very much needed
right now.”

The government has
said it will adopt a plan
to prevent the spread
of disease through
drug injections, but
implementation of
its programme to
provide safe injecting
equipment has been
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