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Students of Kisajo S Kyerjojo, showeass their school of ma 
challenge programma(EGP)last week in Kampala. PHOTO/DAVID WALUGEMBE 

manufacturing sanitary pads, during the national entarpriy, 

How entrepreneurship 

+= boxes of tiles and 80 pavers, selling | problems within our communities,”Mr :  studentstodevelop busi- eachpaverat snn.wg leadingusto | Maserukasaid. 
i Shs144,000,with each box of tiles cost- | 
ness aoumen ey, prepar- S g | Chalongesleamersfaco 
ing them to create jobs. 610,000 from the entire project”Am: | Elizabeth Nabulime, asenior two st 

ireexplained. dent from Mityana §5, urged the gov- 
‘Ampulire noted they will transform | ernment to increase funding for the vo- 

BYDAVID WALUGEMB! the entrepreneurial skills acqui | cational skiling of children Tight away 
. advance their experience in the job | from primary toenable learners to ain 

qum evoluton s nfoldingin - maret ether than seeking os ater enteprie ol She s as much 
graduation. asthey et sklling support they are im: 

mmmmmmm ited by resources. 
practical business ideas, learmers ~ Affordable sanitarypads “Each group member contributed 

mmnfl!‘mmgmmmm Another learner, Harriet Katusiime,a ~Shs50,000, but some of us never had ir. 

senior two student atKisojjo Secondary | This slowed down our process. We urg: 
TthhmlnllMl.hflmmdummnl School, said she  skills tosup such initia- 

is shaping learning 
startup fromthesuroundingcommu- | at grooming learners with the bu 

Business acumen. By  7iic:f s te proest He s ey messkills o mpact Ugandas econormy 
SMbeddlngentmpreneur- mmmmmmwy | hence reducing the rate of unemploy. 

- waste materials, saving the environ- ship in school activities, the ‘mentand acquiring il 
curriculum is empowerlng 

the Competence-Based Curriculum 
(CBC) by the Ministry of Education 
and Sports in 2020, reform designed 
o move education beyond theoretical 
learning to practica skills and innova- 
tion. 

By prioritising a learner-centred ap- 
proach and embedding entrepreneur- 
ship inschool activities,the curriculum 
isempowerigstudents odeelpbis 

acumen early preparing them not 
it 0seek obs g o e them in 
‘competitive labour market. 

Reapingfromearly enterprise 
‘William Ampulire, a student at Mit- 

‘yana $8,said through the CBC arrange- 
ment he acquired skillsin making pav- 
ers and tles from plastic waste using 
simpleschochivel texhnlogyaing 

Pat!lw target adn:vnnml,Ampulue 
said they formed a group of seven leam- 
ers who contributed $hs50,000 each to 
'buy the materials to use during the con- 
struction for the project success. 
“We managed to collect Shs 400,000 

with the support of our teacher; we 
theinstalment method "Ampulire 

stated. 

On top of the money,they also collect- 
‘ed 35 Kilograms of plastic bottles and 
15 kilograms of polythene bags for the 

“Afterthe process,we produced 16 

to make affordable eco-friendly sani- 
tarypads. 
Katusiime said they also formed a 

group of about seven members and col- 
lected money to buy sewing machines, 
cotton cloth, and toilet paper as materi- 
alsthey usetomake the pads. 
“We chose this project o save the girl 

child from missing classes due to men- 
strual hygiene,"Katusiime noted. 
‘Michael Kintu, a serior three student 

at Makokoto 83, Kasanda, said they al- 
50 practise growing vegetables in the 
school garden, a project that has given 
them exposure to leam proper vegeta- 
ble handling harvesting,and budgeting. 
“Weprioriisesellinghealthy greensto 

the surrounding communities of Kasan- 
da,which has enabled us to get money. 
We meet every evening to get modern 
gardening lessons and budgeting from 
ourteacher, Kintusaid. 
One of the teachers, Mr Exavier Ma- 

sereka, dean of students of Kisojjo S5, 
said they form groups of students and 
ateacher mentor whois responsible for 
impartingskilltoleamers, meet oncea 
week every evening fortrainings,andal- 
soorganise inter:school compeitionsto 
choose the best two schools that appear 
ataregionallevel. 
Maseruka said by equipping learn- 

ers with entrepreneurship, they aim 

‘ment.“We want to change the mindser 
people right away from a lower level 
‘Weneed to proactively ind solutions to 

the government to support. 
tivesat the schoollevel for the brighter 
future ofstudents she recommended. 
“We lack advanced technology equip- 

‘menttospeedupour workand increase: 
production o produce more pavers and 
tiles, making our business more profitx 
ble-She further added. 
‘Bridget Kimuli,a senior two student 

at Makokoto S8, Kasanda, appeals to 
'to make timetables that favour 

bothacademic work and skils. 
“Sometimes when we are supposed to 

beinclass,weare expected to make ma: 
terials"she explained. 

Unemployment analysis 
According to the recent MasterCard 

Foundationteport,only 12,86 percent of 
Ugandan graduates secure formal em- 
‘ployment after studies. Out of 700,000 
graduates entering the lsbour market 
‘annually only 90,000 secure formal e 
ploymem leaving hundreds of thou 
Fob g i Ve emploret 
arena. 
‘Theunemployment ratestandsat 12.3 
per cent, with 42.6 per cent of youths 
aged 1524 not in employment, educa- 
tion, or training, according to the Ugan: 
da Bureau of Statistics' 2024 National 

Population and Housing Census report 
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