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Bududa; Cracks in

Landslides triggerpy by torrential rains last weel

killed oyver 500 people in 5

erra Leone and another

£00 in the eastern DR Conno. Bududa district on {he

Tepes of ML Elgen is one
prone areas where mud

of Uganda's mos! ditaster-
des buried over 200

PEOpIe in 2010, Andrew Masinde was in the area and
analyses the precarious «tuation

N
The dismiet is poon

rains loom

Teesidents tiving in fear
Restdents damod 10 have heand ot
CTacks 1 one of the sub-emnties
Many bodaboda rders arc
rebactant o embark on tpein - the
ANCa, Just in case they gt trapped by
the rainy while thene
“What if the cracks loosen while
we are there? The roads are also
Impassable after the rains " one of
them vaid
Only after agreving o part with
Sha0.000, nearly 10 times mon than
the ordinary fam, did Fred Wabokn,
one of the bodahvda aders, agree o
ke me there amid wamings from
his eolleayies 10 be “careful”
~ The bumpy rnide soon eame 1o a
halt. 1 jumped off the bike Wakoko
abandoned his motoreycle as we
scaled our way up the sharp bends
and steep hill After 45,
climbing | almost gave
Wakoko, who was familiar with the
steep slopes, kepeon encouraying
me to meve on TTis s perhaps one
of the most hormd journey | have
over made

Site of 2010 landslides

At 12:20pm, we arrived at Namets

village in Bukalast sub-county, where
o er 300 peaple bost their lives on

March 1, 2010,

Fora visttor, it is hard to tell that
this is the place where peaple,
anmals and crops were buned by
the landslide in 2010,

Seven years later, some
of the displaced families

Stephen
Nasiru, the
Monyi village
chalrman
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40,000

The numbet of propie In
Buouca aistriet Hiving at risk
and need urgent refocation

200

The number of lives fost In
Bududa district as a result of
lanastides over the years

are back and resestiod in thy
place that was struck by the o
The villape, which was onee deserted]
18 now busy with human activity
Micheal Wandwasi, the 101
chaieperson of Tunwats village
Namets) panishi in Bukalssi syl
"
od homes at the very spot of
March 2010 disastes
“People are farming. They even
expect 3 bumper harvest of maize
bananas, ontons and coflee.”
Wimdwasi says

No education, health facllities
The major challenge here, he s
pooraccess 10 health and educ
[aclines.

“There is o0 school here for our
children to attend as all schools were
closed after the 2010 landslide,” he
says

Wandwasi remains concerned
about a looming landsiide following
the cracks on August 15. "1 am
worned of what is going 1o happen if
itcontinues raining,” he says.

on

A home In one of the high-risk arens. Residents continue llving In the ar¢

The ground echoedto everytep Imade,
aeatingahollowsoundbelowmyfeet] o
could feel theweak ground and sense the
imminent dangerof collapsing grounds.”

on threateﬁ'UAO,OOO
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Landsfides since 1933

® XD 25 kiiled whils
—alanrating 3 Aaryert

* 19641 19 paopie illed -—

® 1T 40 peopls killed

during a clreumeision situal

® 19T AT panpie villed and
10,000 displaced.

® 20701 365 peopla «illad

Residents cry out

Sytely
Mabutsate,

famity and
neighbours,
1t we are not
Peiped to find 3 sals place,
we will Aim in the (andslides,

Fred Masaba, ¥

I scaledt the dkm steep slope 1o
witness (he ks mysell. After about
an hour of climbing, my feet started
1o shake o the fiythm of the wobbly
gwund. The ground echoed 1o every
single step Lmade, creating & hollow
sound below my feet. 1 could feel the
weak ground and sense the imminent
danger of collapsing prounds

Al the top, we could see huge
cracks streiching the expanse of the
steep horizon. Deep galleys formed
by the waters from the mountains
could be seen within some of these
cracks. Clearly, it 1s a question of

Solls on very steep slopes have already started glving way
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when these aacks will come cashing

Stephen Nasir, the chairman
of Monyl village, says the cracks
develaped recently following heavy

"I i rains for two consecutive days,
he says, “There is likely 1o be a heavy

He believes there are rocks below
the ground and fears that the more
water s collected on the rocks, the
Higher the dliances of the soil being

He recently saw a Jocal nver

Monyl resident
a despite warnings Thia s the
muddy waters, followed only place |
Bt gmund e
7 the development 10 thot we.might
the county offcals but 1 £01 10 | lose our homa -
se,” Nasilu &ays. the ground during a heavy downpour
e says the cracks l"‘i Caling and subsequent landslide. My
are 100 :‘4‘ and HEepiSiE of the people who arm at tamnily (s ready to rclo:lle it
serious danget. iisk the Government gets for us a
safa place,
Leaders worried it ! | Arsasatrisk W
At leaders, we are Vﬁw‘:’":l:‘ bt ~ The letrer also informed Narsambwa adds that the total
what might [W‘F‘"a Jira. the Pududa \ government that across the ron that nesds urgent
continue,” Wilkon Wat J A, v whole district, & number of 10 Is about 40,000 and the sites i case of disaster happen. This
district chairperson. uﬁ"mys sid i =™ willages and parishes are ar Government nesds 1o sct fast Is what s within their limited means
“We have conducted sk RT ahigh risk of experiencing s Howes says not all places are *We do not have 2 budget for
huge cracks | 1 ol ) <1 landslide hotspots abewe sub-counties, lisasters, apart from donations from
widening in the "“"‘%"':il,yi ind he areas indicated apart from Nabulalo, Natmetsi, shers, The district is at God's
Bubalas, Bumayoka, Bus include; Bukucheke, Matwa, Bumbeys, Bufttsa and mercy.” he says
Bushika, Watlra sys. ) Burmwalukani, Bushiyi, Bumushiso parishes. -
I!\vnhmu :;‘Kﬁu’:;ll’:; st iﬂumml: 3, Bushika and Snsc of I;ndslldtlsl i
urmushiswa - 5 Sukalas The peaple here,  District leaders helpless Natira attributes andslides m hi
:nl ﬂl'“""‘ 10, umﬂmfj’m‘h“dﬂ ;7 B;::’a ‘T;‘:); he said, wern rr::.uv for “The district cannot do much area to continued cultvation on the
have been affected, he ad A s resetilement, but there has because disaster management 15 mountain slopes, which compromises
Wanira says I Names! Sub- G000 Deen no response from the  contruiled by the central government  the capacty of the ground to hold
where the 2010 landslide “’l‘l“ away authorities All we can do 1s report to the office sonl
lives, new cracks have devel joped, According to Samson of the Prime Minister, which we He says a mass destruction of wees

in the early 1980s and 1990s also
affected the terran. Undercuting
of slopes for construction of houses
and roads has also left the slope
weak and the terrain susceptible 1o
landslides.

have done and are stll awaiting 3
response. Maybe (hey are waiting for
people 10 die to act,” he says.

AS disnct leaders, Natsambwa
$ayS SOME (EMPOrary areas in town
have been gazetied 10 2t as camping

Natsambwa, the principal

ASSISANt secretary in

the oftice of the district chief

administrative officer, surveys have
N carried out and three disaster

sections demareated into high-risk,

indicating an impending disaster.
indicating [or S Process, but —for another e, i,
Irrmed. he says, disaster in the isyriey L
A it continues to rain I a letter daveq Ny, g 30,7

Watlra wrote 1y the Office of e

Governmentresponds L

The foner or disaster managery t Soutions "
ar iness, Martin Owor, S Natsambwa says farmers need to
E"o'\’.;’f,.':-m. currently carrying out be invoived in landslide hazard
ssessment and over 10,000 people are management.
expected to be relocated, He notes that as part There is also need to develop an
e:l:::: plan, 2,868 acres of fand In Bulambull e
:ave been Wf""'“d 1o resettle peopl means of reducing and avoiding the
“We already have a number we are planning nsk and loss from landsides.
ta take to Bulambull, Sironko and some ?l.‘ n:: ;:D r:;zm'ﬁ"nmm
ion exercls « wofng oyou .
of Bududa following a registr: e b vl

are already demarcated and we are
! mﬁ.‘g‘:ﬁr uwuvce: before we begin moving
le," Owor says. Yo d

po':g says this is part of the Government’s 10+

' year plan to relocate 500 to 1,000 peaple each

ar to safer places. .
"‘w- are aware of the cracks, they have

been there, only that they are widen

people with alternative sources of
employment and reduce the pressure
on land.

Owor calls for promotion of
intensive agro-forestry on the slopes.
“People should avoid setting in
high-nsk areas,” he advises.

Watra says there ts necd

will not rest untl| people are resettied = I
| sald, adding that there are more tha Im:g;: :‘kg‘:x:‘eﬁ.v
* people who need relocation. T
- Some of the cracks that developed after the recent rains. Potos by Andrew Masinde mountainious area,” Fe adds.
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