From guarding London
buildings to becoming

a real estate mogul

Yasin Bakaluba Sekimwanyi’s journey from migrant security
guard to multi-million-shilling developer was not visible for most
ofits arc, but the foundations were laid in London, UK, during
night shifts when he read, observed, and dreamed of building
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read. One book changed everything.
Robert Kiyosaki's Rich Dad Poor Dad
taught him how to differentiate be-
tween liability and asset.

In Uganda's consumnption-driven cul-
ture, that distinction helped him shape

. his entire life trajectory He learnt that

avehicle purchased for status financed
at high interest starts depreciating
the moment it leaves the showroom.
On the other hand, land purchased
and held builds equity and strength-
ens your position year after year, and
a house that only consumes income
weakens it gradually but sureby

The second advantage was expo-
sure.
He guarded buildings around Canal

. Wharf and similar developments, ob-

serving not just architecture but phi-

. losophy.“I was seeing beauty, creativi-

ty, and seeing advancement,” he says.
When he returned to Uganda periodi-
cally, he compared layouts and finish-
ing with fresh eyes. He saw that local

over visibility
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came a father. At 22, he perform,
using his own money

“You always have to do things b
people expect you to do them, he

The trap of keeping up appear-
ances

The real estate businessman is candid
about reactive spending.“You buy a car
not because you want it,but you wan:
tokeep up,"he observes.

InKampala's social circles, keeping up
appearances has become an expensive
competition. Weddings that cost years
of salary Cars that announce status but
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