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Security check. A UPDF officer checks a boda boda rider at Elegu border point in Atyak Sub-county, Amuru District recently. somo sy aLex easaia

South Sudan conflict fuelling
insecurity in Kitgum, Amuru

Location. It
is reported
that the
criminal
gangs have
set up net-
works in
Lango Sub-
region and
they are tar-
geting busi-
ness people.

BY JAMES OWICH
& CISSY MAKUMBI
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

AITGUM/AMURU. Security officials
in the districts of Kitgum and Amuru
have raised a red-flag as insecurity in
the area takes a new twist.

Security officials allege that the
conflict in South Sudan is helping to
arm criminal groups who smuggle il-
legal weapons into Uganda through
the porous border points of Elegu
in Amuru District and Ngomoromo,
Aweno-Olwiyo and Waligo, all in
Lamwo District.

The criminal gangs later use the
weapons to rob and kill residents in
Acholi and Lango Sub-regions.

More than 40,000 South Sudan na-
tionals are living as refugees in three

-+ settlement centres of Palabek-Kal, -
'« Palabek-Gem and Palabek Ogili, in

Lamwo Distriét. ™
The Snnth ﬁndan natinnals fled”

their homes in March last year when
the Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA) forces launched a manhunt
for several militia groups in Imatong
state considered a security threat to
President Salva Kiir’s government.

Kitgum Resident District Commis-
sioner William Komakech, says in the
last six months, security personnel
have recovered 12 illegal guns.

He says 10 out of the 12 guns recov-
ered by the forces can be traced back
to South Sudan.

Attack on forces

“The other two were violently
robbed from police and UPDF
(Uganda Peoples Defence Forces) of-
ficers by members of the gangs that
have been terrorising the residents
of Kitgum,” he says.

‘Mr Komakech reveals that some
,of the weapons are believed to have

,<heen hought.on the black market in
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In January this
year, police
officers at Elegu
border point
intercepted

Flavia Akech,

42, crossing to
Uganda from
South Sudan with
an assortment

of explosives
Including 17

hand grenades,
13 magazines of
semi-automatic
guns, 16 grenade
fuses, 569 loose
ammunition, 145
PK ammunition in
chainand 348 PK
loose ammunition,

00 Sk s

ing sold to members of the criminal
gangs in Uganda at Shs150,000.

He explains that the criminal
gangs have set up networks over
the sub-region and they are target-
ing business people.

He identifies one of the gangs as
Kabi (meaning danger).

In the last two years, gun related
violence saw six people killed in Kit-
gum District alone.

His counterpart, the Amuru RDC,
Mr Bilak Jalmoro, confirms that
there are armed gangs that have
emerged as a result of the current
conflict in South Sudan and that
they have been terrorising residents
in the district without trace.

“As the district security commit-
tee, we have taken the intelligence
reports with keen interest and soon

members of the group will be ar-

" . rested,”hesays. -
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Pastoralists warned

ALEBTONG: Alebtong District police
commander, Mr Ronald Mugabi, has
warned the Karimojong pastorai-

ists currently in Omoro Sub-county
against committing crimes. He said
the police would not hesitate to arrest
and prosecute any herdsman who
will commit crime in the area. Mr
Mugebi was last Friday responding

to complaints raised against the Jie
tribe from Panyangara Sub-county in
Kotido District. who crossed with sev-
eral cattle, goats, sheep and donkeys
to the area in search of water and
pasture. [Patrick Ebong]

900 children abused

AMOLATAR: Police records indicate
that a total of 900 children were abused
in Lango Sub-region between 2016 and
2017. The North Kyoga regional police
community liaison officer, Mr Lawrence
Omara Ogole, said the most affected
districts were Lira and Amolatar. There
are eight districts that make up Lango:
Lira, Oyam, Kole, Otuke, Amolatar, Apac,
Alebtong and Dokolo. “Majority of these
cases are actually physical assautt by
mothers, fathers, brothers and step—
mathers within the family; Mr Omara
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“As the district
security
committee, we
have taken the
intelligence reports
with keen interest
and soon members
of the group will be
arrested,” MRBILAK
JALMORO, AMURU
RESIDENT DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER
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Aswa regional police spokes-
person, Mr Jimmy Patrick Okema,
says some of the wrong elements
are taking advantage of the po-
rous borderlines between Uganda
and South Sudan to smuggle ille-
gal weapons.

Mr Okema notes that half of the
illegal weapons that find its way
into the country are transported
through un-gazetted crossing
points in Lamwo and Amuru dis-
tricts making it very difficult for
police and other security agencies
to detect and recover them.

The 4th and 5th Division Army
public relations officer, Telesphor
Turyamumanya, says there is
spillover from the war in South
Sudan.

“There are several criminals
that are benefiting from the con-
flict in South Sudan but as secu-
rity we shall deal with them ac-
cordingly,” he says, adding that
whoever has sneaked into the
country with ammunition is a
criminal and will be dealt with.

Raiding refugee camps

Late last month, security of-
ficials in Lamwo District were
concerned as suspected Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement-
in-Opposition (SPLA-I0) soldiers
were sneaking into Lamwo Refu-
gee Settlement due to hunger
back home.

In January this year, police
officers at Elegu border point in-
tercepted Flavia Akech, 42, cross-
ing to Uganda from South Sudan
with an assortment of explosives
including 17 hand grenades, 13
magazines of semi-automatic
guns, 16 grenade fuses, 569 loose
ammunition, 145 PK ammunition
in chain and 348 PK loose ammu-
nition.

Others were two pistols with
three rounds of ammunition.

In November last year, police
arrested a South Sudan refugee
who was found with ammunition
in Palabek Refugee Settlement.

In December last year, in Kit-
gum District, a suspected mem-
ber of armed gang identified as
Joe Okello, 24, told police that
he bought an AK 47 gun on black
market in South Sudan.
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