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Weekly Politics

« 2026 Cabinet: Does it
put brakes on Muhoozi |
ascension momentum?

First Son and Chief of Defence Forces, Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba, is the leader of the Patriotic League of Uganda (PLU) pressure group. PHOTO/ FILE

PLU generational leader. While some
of Gen Muhoozi Muhoozi’s top lieutenants,
such as Mr Balaam Barugahara and Lilian
Aber were retained in President Museveni’s
Cabinet, others said to be close to the army
commander weren’t left out.

BY DERRICK KIYONGA

ne of the litmus tests of the narrative that
President Museveni is slowly but surely
handing over governance to his son, Gen
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, was going to be the
shape that the Cabinet would take.

Gen Muhoozi has already shown that he
has significant sway over how this country is run
when he appeared to initiate a move that led to
the ouster of former Speaker Anita Among - who
is being investigated over alleged corruption and
illicit enrichment — and also backed West Budama
Central legisfator Jacob Oboth-Oboth, who had
been the minister of Defence, to replace Among as

W'th Muhoozi's top lieutenant, David Kaban-
da, leading the way in ensuring all the ruling
of Parliament (MPs) of

sistance Movement (NRM) rally around Oboth-
Oboth’s speakership bid, many members of the
public made the conclusion that Uganda was wit-
nessing power changing hands from father to son.

“Thus, for me, I think as a country, it is about
time we opened the discussion on Gen Muhoozi
Kainerugaba - not just the possibility of becom-
ing president, but one who has already assumed
co-presidency;” Yusuf Serunkuma, a political com-
mentator,says.

“Iwill say one more time, unless something mag-
ical happens-like a revolution from nowhere -no
one is prepared enough to stop his accession, ex-
cept, of course, his father, who, despite subjecting
him to a gruelling long wait, has no choice but to
succumb to the vicissitudes of time.”

When President Museveni released his Cabinet
on Tuesday evening, the message was sent that
Muhoozi would have to wait a little bit longer for

While some of Muhoozi’s top lieutenants such as

Mr Balaam Barugahara (minister for Local Gov-
ernment) and Lilian Aber (State minister for Re-
lief, Disaster Preparedness and Refugees), were re-

tained in Cabinet, many of the people close tohim

weren't appointed.
Key among them is Kabanda, the Kasambya

- County MP,who has positioned himself as Muhoo-

zi's attack dog.

“When you attack General Muhoozi, I come for
you. There is no doubt about that,”Kabanda, who
is the secretary general of the Pdtriotic League of
Uganda (PLU), Muhoozi’s pressure group, told this
writer earlier this week.

Museveni also showed in his appointments that

he is still relying on old loyal lieutenants such as
Sam Mayanja (Attorney General), Rebecca Kadaga
(First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of East
African Affairs), Jim Muhwezi (minister for Secu-
rity), Ephraim Kamuntu (minister for Internal Af-
fairs),among others.

Yet one of the indicators of a full Muhoozi takeo-
ver from his father was the retention of Chris Bar-

yomunsi, who has been in Cabinet since 2006,but

this term he is going to serve as the minister of
Health.

Though Muhoozi's political influence is there for
everyone to see, Baryomunsi, who served the last
term as minister for ICT and National Guidance,
had made it clear earlier this year that he isn’t

. about to kneel for Muhoozi.
The clash between the two stemmed from Mu- |
the NationalRe- ,)him to fully take over the reins.ofithis country. v thoozi's posts on X, formesly Twitteninwhich heacsii \ srunir: 1 blerl

022912

cused the United States government of helping his
father’s rival, Robert Kyagulanyi, known
as Bobi Wine, to escape from Uganda.

While Muhoozi later apologised and deleted that
specific post in which he had announced that he
had stopped security collaboration between the
army and the Americans, Baryomunsi made it
clear that the Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) was
making his job as official government spokesper-
son hard.

“The CDF doesn’t speak for the Government of
Uganda.But he likes X communications. He tweets,
he deletes them, and 'm sure Ugandans have an
informed opinion on those tweets. Other than
purposes of politicking, I don’t think you should
take them as the official position of the govern-
ment,”Baryomunsi said, but Muhoozi took offence
at the statements, promptly telling him that he
won’t make it in the coming Cabinet since, accord-
ing to him, he is a traitor.

Not known for going down easily, Baryomunsi in-
formed Muhoozi that he wasn’t dying to be in Cab-
inet since he is“self-made”.

“My father trained me to believe in myself He re-
frained from taking alcohol.I'm sober 24/7 and fo-
cused.He left me free,and I don't suffer from Peter
Pan Syndrome. Those attacking me on Twitter/ X
don’t know the material we have. We, the original
Bakiga,” Baryomunsi fired back at the army chief,
whois widely seen as Museveni's heir apparent.
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Baryomunsi's verbal wasn’t re-
stricted to Muhoozi only, but also to his sup-

What Cabimetlistmeans for PLU

Left to right:
Deputy Speaker
of Parliament
Thomas Tayeb-
wa, Speaker
Jacob Oboth-
Obothand
PLU secretary
general David
Kabanda. The
Gen Muhoozi-led
pressure group
& endorsed both

* candidates. PHG-
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of Health for General Duties on March 1, in this case Museveni,
2015,attheumelnsswomm1yMbaban to appoint a military officer of the army to be
hadfallenoutwnhthemdentoverhxs known as the army commander, in this case
mndamlamhnms. Muhoozi,who might assist himin the admin-
Baryomunsi would have more good news istration of the army.

'bemsewbenubaban,lmderthebamer Buttheneunodemalthatoft}wmnear-

. of his Go Forward movement, performed | 2}' commanders - Elly Tumwine, Salim
abysmallymthe:m&pmndmual race by leh, Mugisha Muntu, Jeje Odongo, Aronda
garnering only 1.3 percent of the final vote, = Nyakairima, Katumba Wamala, David Mu-
 approximately 132,574 votes. Museveni hooziand Wilson Mbadi — that Museveni has
rewarded Baryomunsi, who had defended = appointed ever since his guerrilla outfit, the

¥ lﬁsKinhnBstslotbyappdnﬁngthwe National Resistance Army (NRA) shot its way
s mnusterforHousmgonJlmcG, 4mpmm1986,mmhashadasnmchpow
said, laterasthemxmstérforlcrand easmmlwappomteddnefome
in2021. - % fence Forces (CDF)in March of 2024,has had.

Therefore, given Muhoozi’s recent ' No CDF in the current regime has been giv-

some had however, that = en'leeway to promote officers to the extent

‘Mbabazisi
clearhewasn't about to worship him.
Baryomunsi's fallout with Mbabazi -
stemmed from the 2011 elections, where
he accused Mbabazi and the Kigezi NRM
leadership of backing a rival, Anglican |

Reverend Kenneth Kanyankole, against him.
‘Baryomunsi claimed they used religion
to divide voters and employed military
personnel to intimidate his supporters.
Baryomunsis claims of Mbabazi's using the -
annytowmd@onsmplmsﬂ:lebewme
in 2001, High Court judge Frederick Egonda- -
Ntende had annulled his Kikinzi West victory

- after his rival James Garuga Musinguzi,who -

has since passed on, proved that Museveni's
right-hand ma.nhadusedthem:htaryto
influence the elections.

“There was heavy deployment of UPDF sol-

diers in the range of 2,000 on most routes
leading to the polling stations,and with the
aid of candidate Amama Mbabazi’s agents, |
my known and suspected supporters wereei-
ther harassed and chased away. These troops -
were under the command of Lt Col GoaKasi-
ita,who came on the eve of the election day
specifically to disorganise the election,”Garu-
ga-Musinguzi told Justice Egonda-Ntende,
who went ahead to cancel Mbabazi's victory
thm@ﬂxeby—elechmwmdlubabanwon,
wasalsopnmtuatedwnhvwlmne,wh:chlat-
erfomedGamga—Musmguntoqmdecuve

For Baryomunsi, Mbabazi wasn't successful
as he kept on winning elections, and it
hst!mdlm sensethat

Baryomlmslwmﬂdn’tbedmpped entirely ' Muhoozi has.Muhoozi, for instance, elevated
ﬁ-om Cabmet, but given an insignificant = senior officers such as Maj Gen Francis Okello
t . toLt Gen,alongside Brigadiers and other sen-
‘Idon‘tseeMmevaudmppmgBalmmmsl, iorstaff.
that's not how Musevemoperates.l-lemxgm - Muhoozi also promoted Joseph Musoke

5. puthnnmmuusumthatMusevemﬂmks Ssemwanga from the rank of Major General
. areinsignificant. .. because he doesn’t want

and subsequently appointed him as the re-
placement of the dead Maj Gen Francis Takir-
‘wa, as the Deputy Commander of the Land
Forces,

to annoy the Bakiga [Baryomunsf’s ethnic
group),”outgoing Kira Municipality legislator
Ibrahim Ssemujju Nganda had predicted.
ButwnhMusevemappomtmgBaryormm Also, a day after the death of Maj Gen De-
to a critical such as Health, it means usSande,theconunanderofmeame'sAr
hehasn'tonly had the lastlaugh but alsoput ~ moured Division in the central district of

- question marks on the Muhoozi takeoverin = Masaka, Muhoozi replaced him with Brig

the nearfuture. Jackson Pande Kajuba. Muhoozi also went
Yet in terms of' mlhtary or security issues,it  on to promote Wilson Bagonza Rwakanara,
has become apparent how much influence = whowas part of the Special Forces Command
Muhoozi has come to wield as his father ag- = (SFC), from Colonel to Brigadier, and he im-
es.Thearmy spokesperson, ChrisMagezi,who = mediately appointed him the Deputy Com-
is also the personal assistant of Muhoozi,has © mander of the Armoured Division, replacing
defmdedtlwl’irstSon’smﬂumoeonmﬂnary Kajuba.

Muhoozi's influence hasn't just been in
- terms of the military but also the politics be-

i
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- cause he was among the first regime officials
mmmum. rom totell people not to linger around polling sta-
4 i tions during the recently concluded elections
Pwthwweekom-esud inwhich the army played a weighty role.
dissatisfaction with the positions “We appeal to citizens to cast their votes
 they secured in the new Cabinet, peacefully and go home. Don't hang around
saying said their members and allies polling stations. The vote counting and tally-
* gotatleast 17 ministerial postsinthe ~  ing process will be transparent,and it's done
~ 83-member Cabinet, anincrease ~ in the open,"Muhoozi said last December, a
fromtheeighttlmybeldinﬂw month before the elections.
previous government. " Though the electoral laws allow Ugandans
" PLU secretary general David  tostay at least 20 metres away from the poll-
‘Kabanda said although the number mgstatmnaﬁervohng.ﬂxeﬂecmml(‘mmms-
*orpoetshadmen,thdrksynm " sion (EC) chairperson, Justice Simon Byab-
" werec toministrieswhere  akama, whois still listed as a Court of Appeal
 theywould be “dead in the water.” judge,would soon parrot Muhoozi's position.
 “Weare asPLU.Our “Tknow the law allows voterstostay around,
members were but Iknow it's not practical on the ground

y put ¢ . becausemany of the polling stations arein
I B %@W@&’Bt i crowded places;"Byabakamassaid.
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