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Comedian Emmanuel
Ekeesit has described
him as someone who
“should be on the Mount
Rushmore of Ugandan
Comedy,” highlighting
the lastingimpact of his
mentorship and influ-
ence on the country's
comedy scene.

BY PHILIPMATOGO

r Timothy Nyanzi is arguably

the most influential comedian

in Uganda today. Not because

he is the best performer, but be-
cause he is without a doubt the most
consistent curator of comedy events
and shows in Uganda. Ask any come-
@ia.n about him and you will get glow-
ing praise in return. He is something
of a fringe player who's at the centre of
things, however. It's a paradoxical exist-
ence.

One far removed from any semblance
t=4he early years of comedians like Da-
erman. Who,before his TV fame,
worked at a grocery store where he once
stacked cans all the way to the ceiling.
He arranged them so that if a custom-
er pulled a single can, the entire display
would collapse. On another occasion,he
used the intercom to announce a fake
fire drill, leading to a store-wide evacu-
ation,

Today, Letterman’s former TV show
The Late Show boasts a total of 16 Em-
my Awards and 112 nominations over
33 years. He has received the Kennedy
Center Honors (2012), the Mark Twain
Prize for American Humor (2017),and
two Peabody Awards (1991 and 2015).
And, if that was not enough, the pres-
tigious magazine TV Guide ranked The
Late Show as the 7th greatest TV show
of all time in 2002. As of 2025, Letter-
man's estimated net worth is approxi-
mately $400 million.

@I‘ “comeup”

Before comedy, David Letterman
seemed unsuited to success. It is differ-
ent for Mr Timothy Nyanzi. He is sin-
gle-minded in his focus on becoming
comedy’s go-to guy. Mr Nyanzi is a work-
aholic and a visionary who has elevated
the quality of stand-up and stand-up co-
medians in Uganda.

To several Ugandans, Mr Nyanzi is
the quick-witted stand-up comedian
whose one-liners hit audiences long af-
ter he has left the stage. But heisalso the
founder of Uganda's first official come-
dy club, Laughing Marabou Stork,and a
mentor to many comedians. But away
from the spotlight, there is a lot about
Nyanzi that many people do not know.

Mr Nyanzi was born at Mulago Hos-
pital on May 26, 1990 to parents Josh-
ua and Winfred Ssentamu. The third of
four children, he was raised in the lake-
side suburb of Ggaba His father is aland
surveyor, while his mother operates a
hardware business.

He grew up in an Anglican household
and went on to attend Namilyango Col-
lege, where he completed his $6in 2008,
He joined Makerere University in 2009
and graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in Procurement and Supply Chain Man-
agement.

Clearly, on paper, it seemed that Mr
Nyanzi was headed for a quiet life. One
removed away from the ups and downs
of comedic shenanigans. To be sure,a
quietlife is ideal for comedians.It comes
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with the territory.

Several comedians are introverts be-
cause their personality traits, such as
strong observational skills, a preference
for working alone, and empathy, lend
themsetves well to the creative
of developing unique and relatable ma-
tenial.

Although this is not always the case,
some comedians love to fish in troubled
waters too.One day, for instance, Amer-
ican stand-up comedian Don Rickles
(the Merchant of Venom) was seated at
acasino restaurant in Las Vegas.

Rickles,whowas dining withadatehe

wanted to impress, spotted musician
Frank Sinatra at another table. He ap-

proached Sinatra and pleaded,“Frank,

do me a favour. Just walk by my table
and say, "Hello, Don," so this girl thinks
I'mimportant™.

Sinatra, being a good sport, agreed. A
few minutes later, he strolled over to

Rickles' table and said,“Don, how are
you? Nice to see you", Without look- -

ing up, Rickles waved him away and

snapped, ‘Frank, not now! Can't you see

I'meating? Get lost!™

Sinatra reportedly stood there with |
his mouth open in shock before break-
ingintoa fit of laughter,cementing Rick-
les'status as one of the few people who
could safely “insult™ him. Sinatra had |

strong connections to the American
mafia, so insulting him was a health
Tisk.

Depthcharge

Long before audiences came to recog- i

nise him on stage, Mr Nyanzi was al-

. ready shaping his craft. His first major

television appearance came in 2014
on Comedy Club Live Kamnpala on Af-
rica Magic.

Just two years later, he was represent-

ing Uganda on regional stages, per-
: forming at the Goliath Comn- il

edy Club in Johannes-
burg and later at 2=
the Kigali In- .~

al Come-
dy Fes-
tival in
Rwan-
a8 F
2016.
He
went
ontoap-
pear at
the Ju-
ba Inter-
nation-
al Come-
dy Festival,
South Su-
dan in 2022
and toured
Kenya with
his show
Around The
Border, per-
forming at
several venues
in both Mombasa
and Nairobi the follow-
ingyear

While he has mentored
some of the country’s top
comedians currently like
Dr Hilary Okello, Agnes Ak-
ite,Okello Okello, Don Andre

ABOUT COMEDIAN NYANZI

Mr Timothy Nyanziis a worka-
holic and a visionary who has
elevated the quality of stand-

up and stand-up comedians in
Uganda. Heis the founder of
Uganda's first official comedy
club, Laughing Marabou Stork,
and a mentor to many come-
diansincluding Dr Hilary Okel-
lo, Agnes Akite, Okello Okello. -
Mr Nyanzi was born at Mulago
Hospital on May 26,1990 to pa-
rents Joshuaand Winfred Ssen-
tamu. His fatheris aland sur-
veyor, while his mother operates
a hardware bu-

siness,

. dan), Mr Nyanzi has also played a signif-
. icant role in guiding talents, including

Optional Allan and others who left like

Comedian Emmanuel Ekeesit has de-
scribed him as someone who “should
be on the Mount Rushmore of Ugandan
Comedy” highlighting the lasting im-
pact of his mentorship and influenceon

- the country’s comedy scene.

“Iwas the one behind comedy nights
such as Funny Tuesday (2016), More
Coffee More Comedy (2019) and Laffé
Little (2023). My support for the com-
edy ecosystem extends beyond men-
torship into collaborative writing. For
many years, I have been part of Anne

Kansiime’s creative team, serving
as head writer for her recent

Comedy Grill, where 1 wrote
roasts for the panelists, and

working on the Pearl Mag-
ic Prime reality TV Show

KanSeeMe, where 1 also
appeared in three epi-

sodes,”Mr Nyanzi told

Sunday Monitor.

He added: “Addi-

in shaping comedy

er and supervis-

multiple episodes

edy Festival”
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tionally, I contin-

ue to pl art
shaping comedy  Audienceappeal - ©

behind the scenes.
I have been writ-

ing director on
of the sketch pro-

duction Don’t Mess |
With Kansiime,and

batable Show at the Nairo- -
biInternational Com-

Comedy’s Renaissance Man
Mr Nyanzi is one of those comedians

- who believes he must learn
| Maggie D'Bwaiserian, CollinsEmeka,Ly-
shia Juliet, Living Thomas, Richmouth,

and EvaNabadda.

he can about the comedic trade. He
soaks in every aspect of comedy. One
may liken him to being a latter-day
Richard Pryor,a man widely regarded
as the greatest stand-up comedian ever.

American comedian Damon Wayans
praised Pryor’s versatility and genius:
*There are my kinds of comedians. The
observational humourist, the impres-
sionist, the character creator, the phys-
ical comedian, the self-deprecator and
the dirty joke teller What made Richard
Pryor (RIP) so brilliant is he was able to
incorporate all these styles at once.”

This is Mr Nyanzi, without the profan-
ity that Pryor was famed for. Mr Nyan-
zi keeps his comedy clean. So clean
that one wonders why he has not yet
tearned up with Kenneth “Pablo™ Kimu-
li,another squeaky-clean comic.

Any comedian will tell you that clean
comedy is harder to do than dirty com-
edy It has to be more subtle, more nu-
anced. That's why comedians like Pab-
lo and Nyanzi employ puns, homo-
phones, double-entendres and other
witty devices to add layers to what they
are saying. i ot

However, even if they were to do
dirty comedy, comedians like the late
Richard Pryor would advise that oth-
er comedians never use profanity as a
punchline. Instead, it should be a weap-
onin their overall comedic armoury.

By steering clear of controversial top-
ics like politics or religion, as well as
profanity or crude jokes, Mr Nyanzi's
comedy ensures everyone in the audi-
ence feels comfortable and included in
the shared experience of laughter.

It's also family-friendly, making Mr

:j Nyanzi's comedy appropriate for di-
- verse settings, including corporate

functions, charity fundraisers, church

 events, and family gatherings, without

the risk of causing offence or backlash.
What many comedy fans may not
know is that Mr Nyanzi is also an
animation writer.

In April last year, he scripted Car-
toons from the Sourve of the Nile,
acollection of four animated short
films: The Adventures of Pab-
lo, Rushian Macinary: Who Killed
Captain Alex? Maguijja and Opolot,
and Queen Kitamni. The collection
later earned a nomination in the
Gbaka African category at the Fes-

tival International Gbaka Anima-

tion Awards.
“I also appeared as a panelist
on the witty quiz show Dumb
Questions for Cool People, which [
co-created with writer and satirist Er-
nest Bazanye. From Mulago Hospital

- to the African animation stage, from
- small comedy nights to regional tours

and writing rooms, my journey shows
a career much larger than what audi-
ences see under the stage lights,"he told
Sunday Monitor.

Evidently,behind the laughs isa think-
er, a builder of systems, a show produc-

- er,and a mentor whose fingerprints

can be found across Uganda's comedy
landscape. Mr Nyanzi's career is a testa-

* ment to the versatility of the artist.It is

a versatility that many can learn fro™
‘and applyto everyday life. -




