cassava dlsease

assava isone of the major food crops in

Uganda. Cassava flovr ig usually mined

with millet flour to prepare what we

commonly refer to here as kalo il is

used to make pancakes [t is also taken as por-

.Some people boil or steam the tubars

d eat them akmgmth heang or groundnit

goup, Cassava is also fried and taken with tea
ar coffee,

It is a material for brewing beer It is food
with a lot of health henefits, according to
Healthline, im[udlng preventing cardiovas-
cular disease, improving energy and mood,
; to manage diabetes, promoting skin,
and hair health, improving digestion,
hening the immune system, aiding
loss, and preventing some types of
cancer. (http&Mw healthline.com » nutri-
tion s healthiest-flour)

However Climate Change is set to worsen
the spread of cassava brown streak diseagse
(CBSD) which is wiping out entire cassava

in many parts of Africa, according
to an online publication, Nature Africa, dated
March 2, in the article titled: “Cassava crops
under a spreading viral threat”, authored by
Maina Waruru.

It says,‘tassava, astaple for more than 300
million people in Africa, may be expanding
its climatic range, but so is one of its most de-
structive viral diseases.”

Estimates indicate that more than a thivd of
the continent’s cropland is now at risk,

“A study by scientists affiliated with Stel-
lenbosch University in South Africa, indi-
cates that CBSD is shifting westwards from ity
strongholds in coastal Tanzania and Mozamn-
bique towards central Africa,”says the publi-
cation.

“Warmer and more humid conditions
linked to climate change have allowed the
whitefly —Bemisia tabaci, the virus sector, to
expand to higher altitudes beyond the previ-
DUS ¢ of around 1,000 metres above sea

/ researchers note that the insects
' o cassava growing
zones across the Great Lakes region.”

It adds that since cassava is propagated
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