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the Rig Question

JUDICIARY.

AUTHORITY,

Clashing. Security forces appear
to convey a very clear message to

Black Mambas

the courts. It is either their way
or no way, yet the Constitution

guarantees citizens' rights.

BY STEPHEN KAFEERO
sdkateero@ug nationmedia com

dence of the Judicdiary did not

take place in the confines of
the courtroom, but for those keenly
following the developments in the
country, the writing was on the wa'l
the moment Nakawa Grade One Mag-
istrate Noah Sajjabi hinted on grant-
ing bail to seven of the so many sus-

The latest attack on the indepen-

pects in the murder of former police -

spokesperson, Andrew Felix Kaweesi,
his bodyguard and driver.

So predictable have the security
forces become that the men who
had been released on bail by a com-
petent court knew what was coming
for them and had to use the easiest
means to flee their tormentors.

The men, part of a group of 22
awarded Shs80m each only a few

weeks before, perhaps on the advice

protest over the government's actions at the High Court,

Can erosion of courts’
authority be reversed?

of their lawyers and relatives adopted
a tactic used by government critic
Frank Gashumba to evade re-arrest.

But shabbily dressed gun-bran-
dishing goons were faster and bru-
tally re-arrested most of them. While
the spokesperson of the military,
ijg Richard Karemire, has said the
military carried out the operation,
the whereabouts of the men to date
is unknown.

Clear message

Security forces appear to convey
a very clear message to the courts.
It is either their way or no way, yet
the Constitution guarantees citizens’
rights and it is incumbent upon the
institutions of the State, including
the security forces, to respect and
protect them.

A decision of court the suspects
had celebrated with their families

Interference. In 2011, former Chief Justice
Benjamin Odoki, while speaking at the
annual Southern African Chief Justices
Forum in Kampala, decried the interference
by the Executive arm of government on the
independence of the Judiciary.

Rape of the Judiclary, So shocked was the Judiciary that four
days later, on March &, 2005, the Institution want on strika In
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Abuse. A suspect in the murder of former police spokesperson Andrew Felix Kawees! s re-arrested after belng granted bail by court on Tuesday. P01 BY ABUBAKER LUB
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and friends turned o;x_t szstx gn:t]l&eer

ip to the dungeons of injustice. 10€~
E; if not satisfied with a court’s de-
cision, one is expected to run to the
same court and seek ne:lv orders that
canbe ted or denied.

In Z(g)BaSI: Justice James Ogoola
described the m1c]lltary s!isggl cc;’r} ;nhs

Court as “a despicable

}a{é‘gl:;pe of the Judiciary”. 'I.'he "Blagk
Mamba”, an anti-terrornism unit,
sieged the High Court and prevented
the release on bail of suspects. At that
time, Dr Kizza Besigye was the le_ad<
ing Opposition candidate running
against President Museven! in the
February 2006 election. :

On March 1, 2005, the security
forces would return to the courts
this time to re-arrest five PRA sus-
pects bailed after 15 months of de-
tention. The suspects were c_harged
with treason alongside Dr Besigye for
their alleged membership in-a rebel
movement.

So shocked was the Judiciary that

. four days later, on March 5, 2005, the

institution went on strike in protest
over the government’s actions at the
High Court.

Justice Ogoola went as far as de-
manding that those responsible
for the “despicable” appearance of

the armed men in black T-shirts be”
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tracked down.
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