L —

DAILY moMITOR 1110NDRY. MARCH O, 2026

Www.monitor.co.ug

—

- u

Nowspapers In Ed_u_callon

How schools use Biomctric machines
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cess includes capturing
the learner’s biometric
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BY SHABIBAHMNAKIRIGYA

t a time when schools are grap-

pling with indiscipline, absentee-

itm and communication gaps

with parents, institutions are tumn-
ing to technology to restore order and
accountability.

In a growing trend, schools have em-

braced a biometric attendance manage-
ment systern to monitor studentsmaove-
ments and strengthen engagement
with parents.
Ms Sania Nagaddya, the director of
Studies at St Janan School Kabalagala,
explains that managing both day and
boarding students had become increas-
ingly challenging, particularly at the
school pate, where attendance records
were sometimes disputed.

“We have both day scholars and board-

ers.Attimes, it becomesdifficult toclear- | .

ly account for every student’s move-

ment, espedally when parents question |

whether a child reported to schoolor |
said. |

ties are inevitable in any school setting, |
but technology can help reduce them. |
The biometric system, which captures |
students'thumbprints upon entry and |
exit, was introduced as a practical solu- |
tion to bridge accountability gaps.

Howthesystomoperates |
Ms Nagaddya adds that under the sys- |
tem, every student is registered at ad- |
The process includes captur- |
ing the learner’s biometric details and |
recording the parent or guardian's offi- -
dal contact information.Onceastudent |
checks in or out of the school premises,
an automated notification is sent direct-
Iy to the registered parent.
“We ensure that from the very first day
of admission, the student is registered
into the machine. At the same time, we

carcfully capture the parent’s contact. = g

‘This is very important because some
students, especially older ones,may give
their own phone contacts instead of
their parents’"she notes,

She emphasises that verifying the cor-
rect puardian's contact remains one of |
the biggest challenges. In some cases,
different individuals are involved in a
child’s upbringing one parent may han-
dle admission, another may pay fees,
while yet another stays with the child
athome,

“You may find that one parent brings
the child for admission, another is re- |
sponsible for fees,and adifferent guard-
ian stays with the child. So deciding
which contact should receive the alerts
can be complicated,”he explains. |

Ms Nagaddya says that the digital re-
cords have helped resolve numerous
disputes between students and parents i
M:}Wm leaizsi ed e r hodian

“There is na mom for puessmrk any
mare. The system prduces a state-
ment shesdng the exact date and
tme the thident entered or exit
od the schonl 1 protects both the
echoed and the parenits “dhe <afd,

Me Magaddya deseribes the initi-
e s part of a hmader effort to
“rengthen discipline and student
welfare Previovsly following np on
an abeentee student required manual
phone calls and physical verification, a
process that was time-consiming and
=mctimes ineonelisive.

“Now, when a student does not check
m,we immediately know We follow up
early encugh before the jsse escalates
Tt helps us understand how the leamer
isdoing and whether there is a problem
athome"shesmy=

The binmetric system operates
through a contracted service provider.
The school pays a subscription fiee, s
ally ealculated per student per term or
per month, depending on the agree.
ment.

“You look for companies that provide
such services. They come and register
the school, install the equipment, and
guide you on the charges. Whether the
student reports or not, the school pays
acconding to the agreed terms,” she ex-
plained.

While the cost may appear significant,
Ms Nagaddya believes the benefits out-
weigh the financial investment. Beyond
am:nd-mmtnthng.mesystmmntrib
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Sincalnetallation

Four years into fts use, Ms Magaditn
eye the impart is vizsible Cases of 1n
maplained aheenteeism have rodieeed]
enmmunication with parents has im
proved, and stitdlents are more aware
that thetr inemements are being traekreed

“When leamers knmw they cannot
manipulate the system, they beeome
more disciplined. 1t helps thern take e
sponsibility” she =aid

She adds that technolosy alone can-
not solve all school manasement chal
lenees, but it can prvvide reliable data
that informs decision-making.

“As educators, our respensibility moes
beyond academics, We rmust ensure the
safety and welfare of our learners. If a
systemn helps us knerwe where achild is at
aparticular time, then it beerrmes a tool
for protectinn “she waid

Ms Dnrthy Kiggundu, the Depu-
ty Headteacher of Public Relations at
Mengn Secondary School, sxys that the
schoal has embraced technology to
strengthen studlent safety, accountabil
ity and communication with parents
through a biometrie attendance man-
agement system.

“Every learner is required to clock in
upon arrival at school. Some students
report as early as 6am, and immediate-
ly they enter the school premises, they

reemietor {het presenee sing the bierme
tric machine.

“Oinee they clock in, an autornatic no-
tifleation is instantly sent to the parent
or muardian, This alloess parents 1o trck
their chilef's movernent in teal time,
when they enter school and when they
lecnye at the endd of the dlty*she <rys

The adds that this syetern a3 areatly
mprereed trnsparency and peace of
mind frr parents, In the past, we relieed
o marmeal class reseters to memitor 1t
tendanee While effectioe it the time the
process was dispesed to delays and nce
srmal inace meies,

“Thrimgh this data, we are able to iden-
tifyf students who have missed lessons,
herse marry times they were absent, and
whether thers is a1 pattern that reguires
intervention. This information is re
flected in the end-of term reports for ac
cemmtability prrposes “he snys

Dperating Day saction

Mz Kigmmich sorps that whers there are
tomsistent abeemteeism parents are in-
vited tn engage with the school adminis-
tration to explxin the arcumstances and
work wnth them to suppert the learner

“As adary school, Mengn 55 does not op-
erate its o boarding section. Hermrever,
anumber of our students reside in pri-
vately owned hostels located near the
school To enmure contimuty in meonitor-
ing and safeguarding our learners, we
hirve signed memoranda of understaind
ing with these hostels,”she says.

She adds that under these agreemnents,
the hestels have been encouraged to in-
stall biometric machines to register stu-
dents as they enter and leave the prem-
ises. This means that a student’s move-
ment can be tracked from the hostel to
school and back.

“The biometric systern is not intended
to police students, but rather to create a
culture of responsibility and punctuali-
ty Learners understand that time man-
agemnent is essential to their academ-
ic success. AL the same time, parents are
empowered with timely information
that enables them totake prompt action
where ‘adds.

Charles Abugo Head Prefect from
Janan School says that the technology
has improved discipline, security and
communication with parents,

“Under the new system, learners clock
inand cut using fingerprint scanners in-
stalled at school gates. The machines aw-
tomatically record attendance and send
instant notifications to parents, con-
firmuing when their children arrive at or
leave sc hool™he said.

He adds that the system has reduced
cases of impersonation and absentee-

-

“Before, some learners would sign for
their friends in the register but now,
everyone is accountable because fin-
gerprints cannot be duplicated,”he said.
~The biometric attendance systems save
teachers to focus more on lessons™

He also noted that the machines pro-
mote punctuality sincé late arrival is im-
mediately recorded. For many, the tech-
nology represents a modem step for-
ward in education, helping schools em-
brace innovation while strengthening
trust between parents and learners.

Several schools have installed these
machines for the purpose of managing
irregularities. Those that have installed
these systems now include Ntare School
and Nabisunsa Girls' Schools. And from
the performance in these schools, it ap-
pears that the students and parents ap-
pearig havewelsamed the innpyation-
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