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Officials failto account for noddmg disease funds

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
eainebyoona@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. The Health minister,
Dr Jane Aceng, has said govern-
ment officials in districts affected
by Nodding Syndrome have failed
to account for more than Shs237m
meant to fight the disease.

Dr Aceng, who was respond-
ing to the revelations made by
an NTV investigation last month,
said government interventions
had faced accountability chal-
lenges caused by the local offi-
cials, mainly chief administrative
officers (CAOs). ,

“To date Shsl.6 billion has been
utilised, however, accountability
for the funds has been poor with
more than Shs237m unaccounted
for. Kitgum District is the biggest
defaulter with more than Shs109m
unaccounted for, followed by
Lamwo District,” she said.

An NTV Investigative feature

dubbed Panaroma revealed .that -

children afflicted by the neurolog-
ical disorder had been neglected
by government in Kltgum Pader
and Omere districts. .
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fulfilling its mandate as far as the
disease response is concerned.

“In 2012, Ministry of Health
activated three treatment centres
in Kitgum, Lamwo and Pader. The
number of health facilities was
further increased to sevenin 2013,
covering Gulu, Lira, Amuru and
Oyam when Nodding Syndrome
cases were identified in these dis-
tricts following surveillance,” Dr
Aceng said.

Shs237m

Unaccounted for. The amount of
money that government officials
have failed to account for.

She said no new case of Nod-
ding Syndrome has been report-
ed since commencement of
interventions against disease in
2012 after the establishment of
an inter-ministerial committee
coordinated by the Office of the
Prime Minister under the depart-
ment of Relief and Disaster Pre-
paredness.

Despite ‘the lack of account- -

her rmmstrvhadmade‘.pr-oﬂtesému iMricts for the Aicanaa s

“Shs130m was approved this
financial Year 2017/18 for man-
agement of Nodding Syndrome.
Shs73m has already been pro-
cessed for transfer to the benefi-
ciary districts and facilities,” she
said, adding that CAOs have to
account for the funds.

Dr Bernard Opar, the Nodding
Syndrome focal person in the
Health ministry, said a financial
audit in the affected districts
was underway to understand
why some local governments
have failed to produce account-
ability for financial year 2015/16
up-today.

The minister accused the NTV
journalist of bias, indicating the
reporter only visited 5 per cent
of the patients whose condition
has progressed into a brain dam-
age but failed to highlight the
achievements.

She said some sections of the
media have been confusing Nod-
ding Syndrome with other condi-
tions such as epilepsy and febrile
illnesses.

Dr Aceng further said govern-

.ment had conducted 14 Jesearch- "}
%"'stuqh*es on Noddmg Syndrome*f_
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