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ross regions cite rockless driving, poor vehicle condition, and negligence as primary causes of accidents, PHOTO/FILE

Why Uganda must act on
deadly highway breakdowns

-

Broken-down and poorly parked
trucks are turning Uganda’s highways
into deadly zones. Enforcing timely
removal, improving maintenance,
and creating safe parking spaces
could be the difference between
near-misses and fatal crashes.
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Weight.
Seven-axle
trucks are
limited to a
maximum
gross vehicle
weight of 56
tonnes, with
axle limits
setat10.
tonnes for
single axles,
18 tonnes for
tandem axles,
and 24 tonnes
for tridem
configura-
tions.

BY GEOFFREY OYET OKWERA

ast week, Gerald Ofwono was return-

ing to Kampala from his village in

Tororo, eastern Uganda, after inspect-

ing his countryside businesses. Most
of the journey had been smooth until
he reached Musiita, just past Iganga Dis-
trict.

Ahead, a sugarcane truck sat parked
dangerously on the highway with no
warning signs or reflective indicators.
Traffic was moving at full speed. Reac-
tion time was measured in seconds.

Thanks to his driver’s quick thinking,
disaster was narrowly avoided. The ve-
hicle swerved off the road without over-
turning, and everyone inside escaped
unharmed, though shaken.

Unfortunately, Ofwono's close call is
not unique. Uganda’s major highways,
including Kampala-Gulu, Kampala-
Masaka, Jinja-Kampala, and Iganga-
Mbale, have become hotspots for acci-
dents caused by trucks breaking down
in dangerous spots.

Thetoll
The cost is mounting. On March 1,

WHAT YOU
CANDO
Encounteringabro-
ken-down truck or trai-

the highway can be dan-

gerous—notjust foryou,

but for every road user.

Taking action could save' !

lives.
If you come across one:

« Slow downimmedia-
tely and keep a safe
distance. - - Sudden
swerves can cause even
worse accidents.

+Turn onyour hazard
lights to alert drivers
behind you.

- Avoid overtaking blin-
dly, especially on narrow
roads or bends where
visibility is limited.

| «Stayalert for pedes-

| trians or mechanics who
' may be working around

: the vehicle without pro-
i perwarningsigns.

ler carelessly parkedon |

i Mostimportantly, re-
port the hazard so au-
' thorities canrespond
quickly:

* «Uganda Police (Traffic):

 +Toll-free: 0800199

099 :

- WhatsApp: 0779 999
999

When reporting, try to

. share clear details: the

. exact location (nearest

| town, landmark, or kilo-
metre mark), the condi-
tion of the vehicle, and

: whetherthere are war-
. ning signs in place.

* in Girigiri Village on the Mayuge-

Namayingo Road, five people from
the same family died when a TATA
truck rammed into them after they
had stopped because of another bro-
ken-down vehicle,

On March.21, in Jinja, a taxi collided
with a stationary sugarcane truck at
Kagoma Hill in Buwenge Town Coun-
cil, killing one person and injuring sev-
eral others. Police attributed the crash
to reckless overtaking and poor night

© visibility.
. Perhaps the most haunting case re-

mains that of businessman Apol-
lo Nyegame}!e, popularly known as
Aponye, who in 2023 died after his ve-

. hicle hit a stationary Fuso truck on the
Mbarara-Kabale Highway, parked in
- thedark with no warning signals. .

: Why trucks break down

Stephen Chandiga, a Kampala me-
chanic, says the root causes are largely

. preventable.Many transport operators

prioritise delivery schédules over rou-

. tine maintenance. Delayed oil chang-
es, worn brakes, faulty lighting, and

neglected tyre replacements are com-
mon faults.

“Like the human body, trucks need
regular check-ups, especially for long

* trips,”Chandiga says.“Preventive main-

tenance is far less costly than dealing
with breakdowns or fatal crashes.”

Overloading is another silent killer. -

Trucks carrying more than their rec-
ommended weight strain axles, tyres,
and engines, reducing stability and
making them harder to control on
curves,steep slopes,or in bad weather.

The statistics are stark. Uganda Po- :
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Infrastructure chaﬂenge,

The crisis is not only abou 4
Uganda's road networkiis deter, . ™
MPs have highlighted stalleq ™,
poor maintenance,and a i, é‘;;:&.'.
of Shs2.472 trillion for Y2023, 5%,

Works minister Gen Edwamm?""
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tenance could cost up to Shsya, >
avoidable losses. “hy
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What must change

Police advise drivers to inspegy,.
vehicles before journeys, folloy, L.f’
rules,and for truck owners to g, ¢
with axle load limits: kel

Maximum Gross Ve
cle Weight (GVW) of 56 g, -
for seven-axle configuray,
Maximum 10 tonnes for ;f"‘
gle axles, 18 tonnes for tand.l':"
and 24 tonnes for tridem a;y
Recent government measures, ingy
ing acrackdown on unroadworth, o
is starting April 8, are a step rop,rt“
but stationary trucks remain 3 p:'j‘
ing danger. i

MPs and experts call for afforday,
reliable transport solutions for trayg. -
and safe parking areas for truchw,i::
out these measures, roads wil] mn;}‘
ue to be deadly corridors rather lha:
pathways for progress.
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