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~ Biotechnology Africa
portal to be launched
g nWednesday June 10, the Biotech Africa porta)
[ | willbeofficially launched in Nairobi, Kenya ac-
;  cording to a statement by Dr Margaret Karer.
- 3 bu, the director of the International Service for
- the Acquisition of Agribiotech Applications (ISAAA)
o dnintemationaloqamsatlonthptm agricultura]
~ biotechnologyfocusing on genetic modification (G),
ISAAA is headquartered in Nairobi.It supports the de-
velopmentofbiOtechnongyandQMastoolsforWep
coming the challenges facing agriculture in Africa to-
~ dayincluding climate Change,malnumﬁon, and new
- crop diseases that have no known cure. It shares the
- benefits of crop biotechnology through knowledge
sharing initiatives and support logy.
k- '[heBiotechAﬁ'kaportalwmserveasamgionalplat, .
e mfonmpmvmgaccessmaedibleb
~ andbiosafety information across Africa, - :
bleviaalive Webinar for all of us interested,and ISAA A

Canada,China,aMmanyothers.
For example, here in Uganda we -

- al Disease and Nematode infesta-
ﬁonthatarecomplicatingbanana-

- Itisamajor food crop and in or-

- derto fight malnutrition there is a
- need to enhance iron and pro-vi-
- tamin A in the crop which can be
~ done thmugh'biotechnology. We
- also have the problem of Pota-
~ toBlightin Irish potato farming,
which takes alot of agrichemicals to fight. The farm-
~ ers’profits are reduced by the cost of the pesticides.Rice

AfriCentre eleg:ti"onically provides the r tion |
guidehnes. 1 v e A ;
Many African countries are still trapped in pover- |
et ty'andhunga-becau'sé‘theydon’t
take to new agricultural technol-
‘ogies and innovations that have
long been adopted in highly de-

‘velopedoounﬂiasucha'stheus,“ !
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