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Kighala turning tide
for once condemned

Nakavule school

che has defender the
;(hom despite on-goineg
ipgnl battle for part of
the land it occupies

py Georoe Bita

che went 10 Nalkaenle Pripe,
Vil'hrm' three vears apn anly 1, fine
i' In the process of being ey o
py an alleged land grabbey
However, the stae of affaje
never deterred Faith Kighala, b
||g~m|"'”‘"""' from <trueeling and
m rount the fortunes nf 1hie
cchool in lgangs municipal eogned)
Joyee Tulyanabo, 5 manapemen
committee member, narrates (hy
Kighala convinced parente in 2015
1o contribute towards building ;
eacher’s house as well as fenee off
the hitherto open school fie)d,
“The idea was 10 send a clear
message 10 prospective encroachers
who keep eveing the open space,
The building sent a signal thay 1he
school was not ready 1o bow 10 their
machinations,” Tulyanabo says,
Kighala adds that the staff hoyse
boosts security as would-be Jand
srabbers now have to think twice
about entering the school premises,
“There are also remedial lessons
which P7 candidates benefit from,
These are easily given by members
of stafl who are currently stationed
at the school,” she adds.

co-curricular activities
According to Hajji Yusuf Kisambira,
the parcms' representative on the
school management committee,
Kjghala mobilised parents to
upport co-curricular activities,
. “The school was able to buy
for the athletes uniforms .:md
equipment using funds Kighala
mobilsied- The sports field B
nowadays is a bee-hive of activity,”
Kisambira adds. )
He says the school sports ﬁelq is
n the contentious territory which
ovas once earmarked as target for an
“m.of-coun settlement.
owrhe proposal was to have part of
the sports field so as to withdraw a
urt case filed by Saddi Wagoina,
f;;imi_ng part of the school area
his ancestral land. But Kighala
?:fused the offer Wl!’},l the support
of the management, Iganga
municipality MP Peter Mugema

Mugema argues that giving away
the sports field would compromise
the puplils’ co-curricular activities
that go on after lessons.

Baker Kasadhakawo, the Iganga
district education officer, says the
~chnnl annually participates in

The staff house
KIghaia mobilised
1UNYs ¥o Haild

organised by the local government.
“The sports field helps learners
train and become better at most
sports. Kighala's move to secure the
school land js definitely a step in the
right direction,” Kasadhakawo says.

qual battle to save school
Klgllfnla is presently engrossed in an
Ongoing legal batile with Wagoina
over the disputed land, *

Kisambira, also former municipal
coundillor representing Nakavule
parish, says what started as a
community school with six pupils
over 20 years ago is being claimed
by Waigona as personal property.

In a civil suit No. 09 ol 2013 at
Iganga chief magistrate's court,

agoina dragged Iganga municipal
council to court seeking mediation
over alleged illegal development on
his ancestral land,

“The chief magistrate Flavia
Nabakooza advised the school
authorities to put up their defence
In court. So from 2013, the battle for
control of the school land has been
on,” Kisambira discloses,

School fence
According to Kighala, since office
records show the boundaries of the

P5 pupil

school land.
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| get worried every
time the headmistress
talks about going to

¥ court, The Government
should help protect the
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A fence has been pht to k

institution, she lobbied parents to
help fence the school.

“We have moved to complete
fencing of the upper compound.
What remains is the staff quarter
ends and marshy lowlands,” she
says.

David Balaba, the municipal
mayor, says the school was taken
over by the Government in 1992.

“Our appeal to school heads in
the recent past is to have fenced

AYUB SSEBIDE,

LCI chairman Kasokoso zone,
lganga town

.. The two warring parties would

> have simply reached a consensus.
It would have saved both parties a

lot of precious time and definitely
mnanav

compound. What Kighala did for
Nakavule is commendable,” Balaba
says.

He observes that the fence helps
guard against rampant escape by
pupils from school and it deters
trespassers.

“The parents are equally happy
as the fence boosts security. In the
current era of kidnaps we are sure

our children are safe,” Balaba adds.

Kasadhakawo expresses his
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Pulkeria Muhindo, the lzanga
resident district commissioner, says
she had heen briefed about the
current state of affairs pertaining 10
the school land.

“Cases of land grabbing are
rampant in Iganga. However,
we expect the law 10 take its
course in this scenario involving a
government school,” Muhindo says.

Community health unit

Balaba explains that Kighala
lobbied for Nakavule Community
Health Centre 11 to be constructed at
the upper school boundary.

“This unit now serves both sick
children and the locals. It was a
timely intervention to save the
patients from being moved long
distances for medical care,” Balaba
says.

Plans
Kighala hopes to set up a dormitory
block so that the school become a
day and boarding institution.

She is also mobilising funds to sink
a borehole as a safe water source
for the children and community.

ELIZABETH NANKWANGA,

. - parent

- As parents our concern is the
fate of our school. We put in
a lot to build it so, how does . *-
one just up wake many years
later to claim it is his?
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