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'Regional rivalry takes stage

Enterprise Cup. The measuring stick arrivesin the form of
the 2026 Enterprise Cup, where the four semifinalists from
the 2025 Uganda Cup collide with Kenya’s elite... P.40

[alling the soul of

leandan football

against
_ Let’scall this what it is: a farce.

By letting Mandela
do so as he pleases at
Villa, I feel Fufa have
letusdown. -

Keeping Quiet.

While Fufa

| president Moses

| Magogois a known i
{
|
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SC Villa
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ast week,at SC Villa,we witnessed |
a scene that should have sent .
shockwaves at Fufa. Instead, it = Senttohisoffice by |
was met with a deafening silence, | those who contest |
Omar Ahmed Mandela literally walked | the leadershipof |
into the club presidency unopposed, |
not through a wave of popular sup- |
port, but because the process was en-
gineered to ensure no one could stand
inst him.

| fanof SC Villa, he
has not responded
toseveral letters

Hajj Omar Man-
dela. They wanted
Fufa to stop the

| electoral process
| and also take over
running the club.
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But my problem isn’t just with Man- |
dela. My deepest concern, the thing
that keeps anyone who loves this game

| awakeatnight,is theregulator Fufajust
| sat there and watched. They watched
| aman treat one of the country’s most

historic institutions like a personal as-
set,and they did absclutely nothing.In

doing so, they have failed, not just Villa,
but the very concept of corporate gov-

ermnance in our modelclubs.

Look around. Villa hasnot held agen-

| eral assembly or offered a shred of ac-
| countability to its members in four
| years.Four years! In that time, Mande-
' launilaterally decided the president’s |

tenure wasn't long enough and extend-
ed it. Then, to really seal the deal, he
slapped a non-refundable Shs 100 mil-

| lion nomination fee on anyone daring
| tochallenge him.It is absurd. _
| Granted,Thighly doubt Mandelaeven |

paid that fee himself. If he
wants to prove me wrong, the

floor is his. I dare him to publish
that banking slip. Let the members see
where the money came from. Because
this isn’t about democracy; it is about
ownership. He carries SC Villa like it’s
a briefcase he picked up along the way.

That’s why he felt he could move the -

club’s base to East High School with-
out blinking an eye. It is his property to
move,isn'tit?

And let me clear up the titles. The de
facto CEO of SC Villais Mandela, not Wil-

. liam Nkemba. When a club president

+ involves himself in the day-to-day run-

ning; signing off expenses and han-
dling operations, you don't have a CEO.
You have a puppet. A club president

should be the guardian of the vision,
not the office manager.

Villaisn't alonein this mess.Expressis
navigating its wn choppy waters and
KCCA isn’t exactly a shining beacon of
stability. These aren't just any clubs;
they are legacy institutions. They are
the pillars of Ugandan football.

So, Eufamieeds to understand some-
Lhﬁg; protecting these clubs isn’t a fa-
vor to the fans. It is in their own keen

- interest. If these giants lose relevance,

the whole league suffers.Look at Sudan.
They understand this instinctively.
Clubs like E1 Merriekh and El
. Hilal aren’t just teams; they
\ are protected as national .,
treasures. The federation
there knows that if those
giants fall, the entire eco-
systemn collapses,

By letting Mandela do so
as he pleases at Villa, I feel
Fufa have let down the club.

And one day, people will realize
that Mandela is a certain kind of busi-
nessman, what I would call a charita-
ble capitalist. He gives with one hand,
but he takes more with the other. He in-
vests, but he extracts control, relevance
and ultimately, the product itself. The
question is: by the time everyone fig-
ures that out, will there be a clubleft to
save?

Fufa, the silence is deafening. Speak
up,or watch the heritage burn.
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The writer is a former SC Villa
president and also served as vice
president at the club
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