
     

 

The East African Community on 25th September 2018,  held prayers for the more than 
200 passengers who perished in the MV Nyerere ferry accident on Lake Victoria on 20th 
September, 2018. 

The prayer meeting that was held at the EAC Headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania brought 
together the Heads and Staff of all EAC Organs based in Arusha, namely the EAC Secre-
tariat, East African Legislative Assembly (EALA) and the East African Court of Justice 
(EACJ). 

In attendance at the prayers were EAC Secretary General, Amb. Liberat Mfumukeko, 
EALA Speaker Hon. Ngoga Martin and the Judge President of the EACJ, Justice Em-
manuel Ugirashebuja. 

The prayers were led by EACJ Administrator, Mr. Haji Omar (Muslim) and Pastor David 
Philip Kimaro of the Calvary Temple, Arusha (Christian). 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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In his remarks, Amb, Mfumukeko condoled with the President, 
Government and people of the United Republic of Tanzania in 
the wake of the unfortunate event. 

Amb. Mfumukeko further disclosed that the EAC through the 
Lake Victoria Basin Commission (LVBC) will continue contribut-
ing towards making transport on the lake safer and securer. 

“The LVBC has set in motion plans for the construction of 
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres that will be supported 
by 22 Search and Rescue (SAR) Units spread along the shore-
line and equipped with telecommunications equipment as well 
as speed boats and medical facility rescue boats. This project 
will be implemented over a period of four years starting this 
year,” said the SG. 

“There will be a Regional Maritime Rescue and Coordination 
Centre in Mwanza, Tanzania and sub-centres in Entebbe, 
Uganda and Kisumu, Kenya,” he added. 

Speaking at the ceremony, EACJ Judge President Justice Ugi-
rashebuja condoled the families of the deceased, the govern-
ment and people of Tanzania further describing the tragedy as 
being of unimaginable dimensions. 

Justice Ugirashebuja paid tribute to the rescuers and all other 
actors who did their best to save lives and prevent further 
losses. 

In his remarks, EALA Speaker Hon. Ngoga Martin, disclosed 
that the Assembly would hold a special debate on the ferry 
incident when it resumes its sittings today afternoon. 

Hon. Martin mourned the tragic loss of valuable workforce in 
the tragedy, adding that it was notable that the leadership had 
already set up a taskforce to investigate the causes of the 
tragedy in addition to recommending measures that would 
prevent a recurrence in future. 

“I pray for the affected families to gather the strength and 
courage to cope with the loss,” said the Speaker. 

 

MV Nyerere was a Tanzanian Lake Victoria ferry that cap-
sized on 20 September 2018 while travelling between the 
islands of Ukerewe and Ukara.  

Communication from the Government of Tanzania has de-
clared the official death toll at 227 people, however many 
passengers remain unaccounted for. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The East African Community Secre-
tariat has launched a Gender Policy 
that seeks an inclusive Community 
which guarantees equal rights and 
opportunities for women and men, 
boys and girls. 
 
The EAC Gender Policy, which was 
launched at the EAC Headquarters, in 
Arusha, Tanzania on 17 September 
2018, has been developed to provide 
guidance on institutionalizing gender 
strategies in the EAC integration proc-
ess in addition to ensuring that the 
rights of women and men, boys and 
girls are promoted, protected and real-
ised on an equal basis. 
 
The policy further aims at strengthen-
ing the mainstreaming of gender con-
cerns in the planning and budgetary 
processes of all sectors in the EAC 
Organs, Institutions and Partner 
States. 
 
Speaking at the opening session, on behalf of the EAC Deputy 
Secretary General in charge of Productive and Social Sectors, 
Hon Christophe Bazivamo, the Director of Social Sectors at the 
EAC Secretariat, Ms. Mary Makoffu, said that the Gender Policy 
was developed out of the recognition that there still disparities 
among men and women in various spheres of life. 
 
“For example, despite various accomplishments by Partner 
States in educating the girl child, and possessing various skills 
by women and girls, there was poor representation of women in 
the employment sector and more so in political representation,” 
said Director Makoffu. 
 
Ms. Makoffu informed the participants at the launch that there 
was still misleading data and contradictions between targeted 
programme interventions and those incorporating gender per-
spectives across different sectors. 
 
“This lack of accountability delays progress in advancing gender 
equality and the empowerment of women, girls and other mar-
ginalised groups,’’ she said.Ms. Makoffu said that Gender Equal-
ity was a key principle of the EAC integration process. 
 
She said that under Article 6 (d) of the Treaty for the Establish-
ment of the EAC, Partner States committed to adhere to the 
principles of democracy, the rule of law, accountability, trans-
parency, social justice, equal opportunities, gender equality, as 
well as recognition, promotion and protection of human and 
people’s rights. 
 
 
 

Oh his part, Hon. Abdikadir Aden, Chairperson of the General 
Purpose Committee at the East African Legislative Assembly 
(EALA) informed the participants that in a bid to contribute to 
the quest for Gender Equality, EALA passed the EAC Gender 
Equality and Equity Bill, 2017 on Women’s Day of 2017 in Kigali, 
Rwanda. 
 
Hon. Aden said it was expected that the Bill, when fully as-
sented to, would give an unprecedented boost to the obser-
vance and practice of gender equality in the region.“I am in-
formed that the training that has been organized to provide 
relevant knowledge, skills and values that will allow participants 
to contribute effectively in the implementation of the EAC Gen-
der policy and all efforts at mainstreaming Gender in their re-
spective organizations and in the Partner States,” said the legis-
lator. 
 
He congratulate the EAC Secretariat for this great stride of 
launching the policy and called for all the EAC Organs and Insti-
tutions to practice, encourage and advocate for Gender Equal-
ity. 
 
Dr. Kirsten Focken, the GIZ Programme Manager, underscored 
the importance of the EAC Gender Policy as an instrument say-
ing that it would bridge the gender income inequality gap that 
has existed for over two decades within the EAC region. 
 
Dr. Focken,  who was represented by  Joyce Kimaro, Senior 
Adviser at the GIZ called for  joint research among stakeholders 
on  laws and regulatory environments which facilitate or hinder 
gender equality and women’s economic participation, and de-
velop specific activities or interventions to remove the barriers 
in the region. 

EAC Launches Gender Policy 
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The Extra Ordinary Sectoral Council on Trade, Industry, Finance 
and Investment dedicated to Industrialization and Small Medium 
Enterprises( SCTIFI) concluded at the EAC Headquarters in 
Arusha, Tanzania on 25th September 2018, at the level of the 
Permanent /Principal Secretaries. 

The extra-ordinary dedicated SCTIFI was convened deliberately 
to discuss  on industrialization matters in the community which 
has become a major agenda for the EAC Heads of State Summit. 

Among the items on the agenda were the consideration of the: 
EAC Automotive Industry Action Plan and Draft Concept note on 
the local assembly/ manufacture of  affordable vehicles; Estab-
lishment of a Regional Automotive Industry Council/Platform  of 
East  Africa (AICEA); Concept Note on the manufacture/
production of Low Cost Vehicles (Affordable Vehicles) in the Re-
gion and Age Limit for imported Used Vehicles. 

Speaking at the opening session of the Permanent /Principal Sec-
retaries, the EAC Deputy Secretary General in charge of Planning 
and Infrastructure,  Eng. Steven Mlote, noted that the dedicated 
session was important step to the prioritization of industrial devel-
opment in the Community and a demonstration of regional com-
mitment towards industrialization. 

He underscored that  the decision to convene a dedicated meet-
ing on industrialization  is a landmark achievement and a blessing 
as it signifies the priority the region is giving to industrialization 
issues, which have assumed prominence in the integration 
agenda. 

Eng. Mlote disclosed to the meeting that the region is  making 
good progress towards implementing the Summit directives on 
the Automotive; Cotton, Textiles and Apparels; Leather Sector 
and Pharmaceutical Sectors. The Community has reached a stage 
of integration where Industrial development and the promotion of 
manufacturing have become much more important and necessary 
than ever added, Deputy Secretary General. 

The Deputy Secretary General informed the meeting that ordinar-
ily, it would have been more reasonable to propose for a Sepa-
rate Sectoral Council to deal specifically with industrialization and 
SMEs sector, however, mindful of the need for rationalization and 
resource constraints, we proposed the forgoing as a stop gap 
alternative, stated Eng. Mlote. 
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The First Instance Division of the East African Court of Justice, 
on 25th September 2018 granted an interim order restraining 
the government of Tanzania and its agents from evicting the 
residents of Ololosokwan Village Council and 3 other Villages 
from the disputed land bordering Serengeti National Park. 
 
The Court ordered the Respondent to stop evicting, destroying 
the Residents’ homesteads or confiscating their livestock on that 
disputed land comprised of 1500 sq km of a land in the Wildlife 
Conservation Area bordering Serengeti National Park until the 
main Reference is determined. 
 
Further the Court added that, the interim order against the Gov-
ernment (Respondent) restrains the office of the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police from harassing or intimidating the Applicants in 
relation to the Case pending the determination thereof. Again 
Court stated that, a grant of the interim orders sought in this 
case would in effect forestall the continued eviction and harass-
ment of the Applicants’ Residents until the matter is concluded. 

The Court also said that whereas evictions, destruction and loss 
of property and arbitrary arrests that characterized the social 
upheaval in that village could, if subsequently found to have 
wrongfully happened at the instance of the Respondent, be 
compensated by an award of damages. The Court was not per-
suaded that an award of damages in itself would be adequate 
recompense for the magnitude of loss that they represent. 
 
That on the other hand stifling of peoples’ right to access to 
justice, if subsequently proven, appears to court to fall within 
the category of wrongs that might occasion irreparable injury 
given that once that right is lost in relation to specific facts. 
 
The Court also carefully considered the totality of the circum-
stances of this case and it took the view that, in the short term, 
the important duty to avert environmental and other ecological 
concerns pales in the face of the social disruption and human 

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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suffering that would inevitably flow 
from the continued eviction of the 
Applicants’ residents. 
 
It is undoubtedly apparent to the 
Court that the justice of the matter 
dictates a temporary intervention in 
favour of the residents’ representa-
tives, to wit the Applicants. That the 
Party/ Applicant stands to suffer sig-
nificantly more injustice, should the 
court decline to grant a temporary 
injunction in this matter than does the 
Respondent, therefore the balance of 
convenience is heavily skewed/
tilted  in its favour of the Applicant.   
 
In addition Court said that the Appli-
cants’ claim to protection from the 
violation of their property rights, as 
well as the right to access justice, 
would be weighed against the Re-
spondent’s right to implement the 
Tanzania natural resources laws to 
protect the Wildlife Conservation Area 
from unlawful human activity, as well 
as its duty to ensure compliance by all 
persons with the Tanzania legal re-
gime generally. 
 
The Court hence allowed the Applica-
tion and ordered that costs shall abide the outcome of the Ref-
erence and directed the matter to be fixed for hearing. The 
Application was filed on 21st September 2017 seeking tempo-
rary halt to the residents’ eviction and the destruction of their 
property pending the determination of the main Reference. 
 
The Ruling was delivered by Honorouble Lady Justice Monica 
Mugenyi, (Principal Judge), Justice Dr Faustin Ntezilyayo 
(Deputy Principal Judge), and Justice Fakihi A. Jundu. 
 
Parties present in Court to receive the Ruling were Mr Nelson 
Ndeki representing the Applicants. 
 
On 4th August 2017, the four Village Councils namely; 
Ololosokwan Village Council, Oloirien Village Council, Kirtalo 
Village Council and Arashi Village Council, received directives 
from the Government directing residents to remove their cattle 
and their homesteads from the Serengeti National Park to the 
West and in Loliondo Game Controlled Area, regardless of the 

legal proof of ownership of the disputed land. 
 
On 5th August 2017, each Applicant was ordered by the Gov-
ernment through Ngorongoro District Commissioner to vacate 
their residents from the demarcated area bordering the Seren-
geti National Park and that the alleged eviction, removal of 
livestock and burning of their bomas (homesteads) took place 
on land that legally belongs to the Applicants. 
 
The above alleged actions by the Respondent led to filing of 
Reference No. 10 of 2017 seeking orders for a permanent halt 
to their residents’ eviction, arrest and prosecution, as well as 
the destruction of their properties and reparations. The Appli-
cants allege that the Respondent’s acts, orders and decisions 
violate Articles 6(d) and 7(2) of the Treaty for the Establish-
ment of the East African Community, as well as the Constitu-
tion of the United Republic of Tanzania, Village Land Act, 1999, 
Wildlife Conservation Act, 2009.  

(Continued from page 5) 
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More than 100 EAC experts, citizens and guests gathered in Arusha 
on 4-5 September 2018 as part of a table top exercise (TTX) to 
identify opportunities for improvement in emergency preparedness 
and response. A TTX is a role-playing activity, which uses a ficti-
tious story to test processes and mechanisms during an emer-
gency. 
 
In the TTX, the fictitious story focused on an imaginary outbreak of 
Rift Valley Fever (RVF) on the border of Kenya and Tanzania. In 
addition to Kenyan and Tanzanian representatives, three of six EAC 
Partner States – Rwanda, South Sudan and Uganda – participated 
as observers. 
 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) facilitated the exercise, with 
support from the government of Germany through the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft fürInternationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). 
 
Rift Valley Fever is a disease that impacts both animals and hu-
mans, and thus requires a “One Health” approach, which integrates 
both human health and animal health expertise. The “One Health” 
approach acknowledges and respects the connection between the 
health of humans, animals, and the environment. 
 
“The TTX was particularly timely, as our region is frequently im-
pacted by outbreaks of Rift Valley Fever and other diseases of 
animal origin – including Ebola,” said Dr. Michael Katende of the 
EAC Secretariat. “The Secretariat honors the dedication of all in 

involved in “One Health” and the TTX, as we work together to 
address our shared regional concerns.” 
The TTX provided an opportunity to train participants on their roles 
and responsibilities in preparedness and response – including risk 
and crisis communication, stakeholder coordination, logistics, man-
agement, and leadership. 
 
The meeting attracted some 100 representatives from EAC Partner 
States, including Ministries of East African Affairs, Health, Agricul-
ture, Tourism, and the Environment. The attendees included repre-
sentatives from the military, tourism and trade, business, human 
and animal health, public medical facilities, Ports of Entry, commu-
nities, religious leaders and media. 
 
External participants came from regional and international organi-
sations, including the African Union, the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the US Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency (DTRA), the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO/ECTAD), the German Federal Friedrich Loeffler Institute 
for Research on Animal Health, KfW/Bernhard-Nocht-Institute for 
Tropical Medicine (BNITM), the World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE), One Health Central and Southern Africa (OHCEA) and 
Public Health England (PHE). 
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The East African Science and Technol-
ogy Commission (EASTECO) is a semi-
autonomous institution of the East 
African Community (EAC) that was 
established by the fifth Extra-Ordinary 
Summit of the EAC Heads of State on 
18th June 2007, in accordance with 
the relevant provisions of the Treaty 
on the Establishment of the EAC to 
promote cooperation in the develop-
ment of science and technology.  
 
EASTECO’s overall objective is to pro-
mote and coordinate the development, 
management and application of sci-
ence and technology to support re-
gional integration and socioeconomic 
development. 
 
Intellectual Property (IP) policy generally seeks to strengthen 
institutional, national and regional abilities to generate and com-
mercially exploit economically valuable IP assets.  
 
The ultimate goal of a sound IP policy is to provide short, me-
dium and long-term plans and guidelines that enable stake-
holders effectively work together towards identifying, creating, 
protecting and commercially exploiting research results, innova-
tions and creative works.  
 
IP protection, notably Industrial Property protection also provides 
a foundation for cooperation between universities, R&D institu-
tions and industry, and promotes the transfer of technologies to 
productive and creative sectors. 
 
The role of IP in stimulating socio-economic development is glob-
ally acknowledged with IP assets contributing significantly to 
National Gross Development Product (GDP) in developed coun-
tries. IP protection promotes innovation and affects commerce 
throughout the economy by providing incentives to invent.  
 
It is noteworthy that once acquired, IP assets spur higher quality 
research leading to enhanced invention, innovation and creative 
capabilities; encourage technology transfer, development and 
adaptation (typically through adaptation of public domain tech-
nologies); attract foreign direct investments (FDIs); trigger ex-
ploitation of traditional knowledge (TK), traditional cultural ex-
pressions (TCEs) and genetic resources. 
 
The EAC IP policy seeks to provide a comprehensive framework 
for effective IP management, as relates to ensuring IP legisla-
tion, regulations, practices and strategies in the EAC region sup-
port and facilitate the achievement of Partner States, National 

Visions and Development Plans, as well as the overarching EAC 
Vision 2050.  
 
The overall objective of the EAC Regional IP Policy is to create a 
dynamic, vibrant and balanced IP system in EAC Partner States.  
 
The policy will aim to establish an EAC IP system that can stimu-
late and drive innovation and creativity. 
 
The purpose of this stakeholders meeting was to validate the 
draft East African Regional Intellectual Property Policy that will 
facilitate the harmonization of intellectual property rights across 
the region. This regional event also provided a platform and 
opportunity for participative and constructive dialogue, network-
ing and partnerships between stakeholders in the Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Community. 
 
The workshop brought together 65 stakeholders’ representative 
from EAC Partner States including National Commission/Council 
for Science and Technology; Ministries responsible for Science, 
Technology and Innovation; National Departments responsible 
for Intellectual Property in EAC Partner States; Universities/
Academia; National Research Institutions; Private Business and 
Civil Society sector and Development Partners (UNESCO and 
UNECA). The Stakeholders reviewed the draft Policy and made 
recommendations for improvements. 
 
After this consultative process the reviewed draft Regional Policy 
will be submitted to the EASTECO Governing Board for adoption 
before consideration and approval by the EAC Council of Minis-
ters. 
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A prosperous and healthy 
region is one where each 
EAC Partner State can 
participate fully in trade 
and industry within an 
environment which sus-
tains and nourishes its 
people, free of health 
threats and capable of 
providing universal care 
to all. 
 
Porous borders and the 
fluid movement of people 
underscore the need for a 
regional approach to 
tracking and responding 
to regional health priority 
needs while laying the 
groundwork for a robust 
and sustainable regional 
economy. Technology can 
help to strengthen re-
gional health systems by 
bolstering the access, 
use, and improve performance of health services. 
 
The 3rd East Africa Business and Entrepreneurship Conference & 
Exhibition will have multiple sessions including a jointly organised 
health session by East Africa Business Council (EABC) and East 
African Health Platform (EAHP). 
 
Prof. Gibson Kibiki, Executive Secretary, East Africa Health Re-
search Commission (EAHRC) is one of the key high level policy 
decision makers expected to speak during the sector session on 
health at the 3rd East African Business & Entrepreneurship Con-
ference & Exhibition.  
 
Prof. Kibiki will shed light on the Digital Regional East African 
Community Health (Digital REACH) Initiative.“Digital Regional East 
African Community Health is a ground-breaking initiative within 
the East African Community (EAC) that will implement ICT across 
all dimensions of the health sector in East Africa” said Prof. Gib-
son Kibiki, EAHRC Executive Secretary. 
 
Other key industry champions expected lead discussions 
and  identify missing links to promote an enabling environment 
for digital health in the EAC include Dr Amit Thakker, Chairman, 
East African Health Platform, Anne Therese Ndong-Jatta Director, 
UNESCO Regional Office for Eastern Africa and Dr Roger Ciza 
Executive Director, Health Healing Network Burundi. 
This year’s East African Business and Entrepreneurship Confer-

ence and Exhibition will focus on the Digital Economy and evalu-
ate how the EAC policies and regulatory frameworks are currently 
set to spur growth and enhance the Integration process. 
 
“An important dimension and benefit of creating an enabling envi-
ronment for digital health in the EAC is in stimulating private-
sector investment.” said Prof. Gibson Kibiki, EAHRC Executive 
Secretary. 
 
Private sector can play an important role in addressing complex, 
systemic challenges complementing government efforts. 
“Tackling issues such as policies, infrastructure and making a 
clear business case for partnerships and investment can help 
bring the influence and strength of the private sector to invest in 
digital health,” said Ms. Lilian Awinja, EABC CEO. 
 
 The conference sector session and parallel exhibition will show-
case investment opportunities in the region as well as innovative 
market developments in the areas of Internet of Things, energy, 
agri-business, health, mobility, fin-tech and e-commerce. 
 
 Registration is open, visit:  
http://eabc-online.com/entrepreneurship/ 
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Implementation of the Comprehensive African Agricultural Devel-
opment Programme (CAADP) has enabled countries to gain valu-
able insights and experiences, and in turn generated useful data 
and information on key transformational issues in the agriculture 
sector. Furthermore, there has   been growing recognition of the 
strategic value of knowledge management in the governance and 
management of food and nutrition security initiatives. 
  
The EAC Secretariat and IGAD with technical and financial sup-
port from NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency convened a 
regional capacity development workshop on Food and Nutrition 
Security Knowledge Management. The workshop was held on 
11th to 13th September, 2018 at the Ramada Hotel in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania.  The objective of the workshop was to 
strengthen EAC and IGAD Partner States’ capacity on knowledge 
sharing in Food and Nutrition security matters as stipulated in the 
African Union Heads of State Malabo Declaration on commitment 
to end Hunger by 2025 and Agenda 2063.   
  
The meeting was attended by delegates from EAC and IGAD 
Partner and Member States respectively, the East, Central and 
Southern African Health Community (ECSA), EAC Secretariat, 
IGAD Secretariat and NEPAD.   

Participants were sensitized on the concept and processes of 
knowledge management and how to translate technical informa-
tion into digestible and understandable knowledge which can be 
communicated to the target audiences and implemented success-
fully to inform decision making. The workshop also equipped the 
participants with skills and tools in knowledge generation, proc-
essing and exchange. Practical sessions of the training workshop 
focused on development of policy briefs and online tools for pro-
ducing Infographics - visual designs that help to explain compli-
cated data and information in a simple way. 
  
EAC and IGAD Partner States collectively resolved to strengthen 
mechanisms for sharing data and information on food and nutri-
tion security matters. They also agreed to embrace a culture of 
knowledge and information sharing and to prioritize knowledge 
management as an important tool for supporting evidence-based 
policy making.   
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The EAC Secretariat in collaboration with GIZ and the East Afri-
can Business Council (EABC) flagged off a Media Caravan on 
Monday, 24th September, 2018, to document and publicize suc-
cess stories and challenges in the regional integration initiatives 
focusing on the Pharmaceutical Sector, Mutual Recognition 
Agreements, and Single Customs Territory in the Partner States. 

The Media Caravan/Tour, which involves 13 Journalists, two 
professional videographers, and one representative from the 
EAC, EABC and the GIZ Corporate Communication Departments, 
will last from 24th September to 6th October, 2018 and cover the 
United Republic of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Bu-
rundi. 

The Media Caravan/Tour will be conducted in the Republic of 
South Sudan once the Partner State has made considerable 
progress in the identified sectors. 

The tour commenced at the EAC Headquarters with a training 
session for the Journalists delivered by the Desk Officers of the 
identified sectors before departing for the Partner States. Dur-
ing the tour, the media will conduct interviews with Regulatory 
Bodies, Private Sector leaders (Companies and Associations), 
Cross Border Traders, Students, Border officials, among other 
stakeholders. 

The Expected Outputs of the Media Caravan are: 

 Success stories and challenges in the Pharmaceutical Sec-
tor, Mutual Recognition Agreements, and Single Customs 
Territory documented and publicized; 

 At least 40 stories/ articles published in the participating 
Media Houses during and after tour; 

 At least 5 you-tube-video news clips of 3-5 minutes pre-
pared and shared on Social Media. Video Documentaries of 
15 minutes, 30 minutes and 1 hour are also expected; 

 At least 200 still pictures captured and shared Social Me-
dia, EAC publications and Website; 

 Increased awareness of EAC in the Partner States on the 
assessed sectors, and; 

 Increased awareness in the region of the regional initia-
tives and their benefits. 
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The First Instance Division of the East African Court of Justice has 
disallowed Application No. 7 of 2018, seeking Court to hear a 
matter challenging the legality of the Union of Tanzania, in Zanzi-
bar. The Application which was filed by 40,000 citizens of Zanzi-
bar has as respondents the Revolutionary Government of Zanzi-
bar, the Chief Secretary of the Revolutionary Council of Zanzibar 
and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania. 

The Court, in its ruling said that, it is neither necessary nor desir-
able to direct that the proceedings in Reference No. 9 of 2016 or 
any other proceedings attendant thereto be held in Zanzibar as 
sought by the Applicants. The Court further said that, it shall 
deliver the reasons therefore upon notice to the parties. Rule 68 
of the EACJ Rules of Procedure permits the Court to deliver its 
decision and not the reasons thereof at the close of a hearing. 

The Court further directed that, given the nature of the issues 
therein, that the case and any attendant Applications arising there 
from, be placed before the Court forthwith for its expeditious 
disposal. 

Before the Court delivered the ruling, the Applicant’s agent prayed 
to Court that, it is in the interest of the Applicants to attend the 
proceedings of their Case since majority are residents of Zanzibar, 
regardless of their financial abilities. The Applicant’s agent also 

argued that, because the matter is a public interest matter and 
therefore it is in the interest of justice that it is heard in Zanzibar.  

However, the government of Tanzania represented by Counsel 
Mark Mulwambo, challenged the Application saying that the Appli-
cants have no sufficient reasons for the matter to be heard in 
Zanzibar and asked the Court to dismiss the Application. 

On 2nd November 2016, the Applicants filed the case at the re-
gional court challenging the legality, legitimacy and continued 
existence of the Union which created the United Republic of Tan-
zania, and the majority of the Applicants are residents in Zanzibar 
and that it may not be practical for them to attend court in the 
event that the matter proceed in Arusha. 

The Court has discretion under Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure 
to direct that all or part of the Court’s proceedings in any case be 
held at a place other than the Seat of the Court, should it deem 
such course of action desirable.  

The matter came before their Lordships of the First Instance Divi-
sion Hon. Justices Monica Mugenyi, the Principal Judge, Dr 
Faustin Ntezilyayo, the Deputy Principal Judge, Justice Fakihi A. 
Jundu, Justice Dr Charles O. Nyawello and Justice Charles Nya-
chae. 
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Preparations are at an advanced stage for the 6th East African 
Community University Students’ Debate scheduled to take place 
from 30th - 31st October, 2018 at the University of Dar es Sa-
laam, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.   
 
Themed “Border management to address migrant smuggling 
and corruption at borders for stability and social economic de-
velopment in the East African Community: Role and Implications 
for the youth”, the Debate is set to enhance youth participation 
in the EAC integration agenda and processes. 
 
The EAC University Students’ Debate Model is an interactive and 
representational style of debating aimed at educating, discuss-
ing and making resolutions among the Youth in East Africa to 
nurture a bond of “East Africaness” with a distinct East African 
identity that is highly desirable. The objective of the Debate 
Model is to exchange information, share ideas and cultivate 
common ground on regional integration issues among the stu-
dents and youth in the Community. 
 
The EAC recognizes that youth are a crucial asset, an important 
key resource and partners in social economic and political devel-
opment of the Community.  The EAC has been undertaking 
various initiatives to promote continuous dialogue among the 
youth and promoting their participation in moving the EAC re-
gional integration. 
 
The EAC University Students’ Debate lays emphasis on the use 
of the value and policy approaches given that the EAC Integra-
tion is people-centred and Private Sector driven, hence giving 
the youth an opportunity to come up with policies that will en-
able the Secretariat develop programs and initiatives aimed at 
empowering youth in the region. 
 
The debate provides a platform to promote dialogue among the 
youth and interest them in advocating for regional integration 
initiatives. The Debate aims to promote continued participation 
of the youth on issues of the EAC integration; encourage net-
working among university students/youth to enhance regional 
integration; as well as prepare the youth for future leadership 
roles at regional and international levels as they hold the mantle 
as Ambassadors of EAC integration in the region. 
 
1. A one-Page motivation letter explaining why they are inter-

ested to participate and indicating which University or 
institution you come from and the Year of Study; 

2. A two-page essay on “Migrant smuggling, corruption and 
effectiveness of boarder management for youth empower-
ment in EAC,” and; 

3. A scanned copy of University Identity Card and a bio data 
page of their Passport. 

The 2018 edition of the Debate is will feature discussions on 
issues related to: 

 Border management for secure, safe and easy movement 
of people and goods; 

 Border management to minimize the risk of inter-state 
conflicts and tensions between neighbouring Partner 
States; 

 Young people as movers of the factors of production and 
the free movement of persons across EAC borders; 

 Migrant smuggling and human trafficking as threat to 
young people and EAC integration; 

 The issues of bribery and corruption at the border points 
as a threat to the security of the community; and 

 Other barriers to free movement across the borders 
 
Participation in this debate is limited to students who are in 
their second year at the university pursuing a degree. Students 
who participated in the last three debates need not to apply to 
give an opportunity to others to take part. Interested applicants 
with good analytical, communication skills, and a good com-
mand of English are encouraged to apply. 
 
Students from University or Institutions of Higher Learning in 
the East African Countries who are interested to participate 
should apply by submitting the following documents: 
 
1. A one-Page motivation letter explaining why they are inter-

ested to participate and indicating which University or 
institution you come from and the Year of Study; 

2. A two-page essay on “Migrant smuggling, corruption and 
effectiveness of boarder management for youth empower-
ment in EAC,” and; 

3. A scanned copy of University Identity Card and a bio data 
page of their Passport. 

 
The documents should have a font size of 12, Arial with single 
line spacing and should be sent as one attachment. To: East 
African Community, Nyerere Centre for Peace Research, on 
email: debate_applications@eachq.org.The applications should 
be received not later than 28th September, 2018 at 5:00 pm 
East African time. 
 
Please note that only successful candidates will be contacted. 
 
More Details: Call for Applications Notice 
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