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[T Wood flooring provides warmth, better air quality

BY EVALINE NAMUWAYA

ooden floors might

seem costly, but there

are more reasons to

consider.

Lewis Oketch, the

head of the carpentry
and joinery at Lugogo Vocanonal
Training Insttute, says most people
do not know much about wooden
floors.

What are the costs?

Asaad Tamale, an interior designer
and land scape speaalist with
Smart Concepts (U) LDT, says
many people hardly think of using
hardwood floors because they

are slightly costly as opposed 10
finishing matenals such as stone,
cement, tile and carpets. “For
instance, a three bedroom house can -
cost sh50 10 sh60m while as tles
that cover 2 house of the same size
cost sh20m to sh30m.

Moses Mutebi, the director of
Wooden Floor Masters and Wood-
works Jinja Road, explaines that
2 wooden floor costs between
sh180,000 and sh300,000 per
square mene. ©

Oketch says a woed floor comes
in three types. There is one which
uses only one set of floor joist and
— board while double and triple,
just like the name, uses double and
triple joists and boards.

Fitting a
wood floor

A concrete b Wood flooring Is quite

: floor with a costly. It ranges between
g finishing of : sh180,000 and sh300,000
Woodﬂoors can wood ; per square metre

3 quality.'; he says.

Styles, shapes and colours

be refinished ,
or Te-CO(Lted j i - & Mutebi says wood gives a hol
. F = i ks ﬁ : attractive design. With tiles, one
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hard to get a factory pattern
reproduced every so often. Ho
their appeal and
durability

wood is unique because it has
“This type of floor is quite costly

range of stains and mixes that adds
charm to one’s house,” he said..
due 10 the wood used to construct it.

Mutebi says as the wood
older, it adds coating that

It costs between sh1.8m and sh2m Challenges
per square metre, but if the floor is Tamale cautions that hard
built from concrete and the finishing floors in places with unlimited

is wood, then the cost is lower,” he
says.

movement will require re
occasionally and this does not
cheap.

He adds that hardwood ﬂoo
sometimes become noisy. Ho
one can eliminate the noise
area rugs or carpets. 3

“If one has pets, they will need to
be careful because scratches cannot
be removed or covered up," he adds.

Oketch says hardwood is not
scratch-proof and cannot hide your
pet’s claw marks. “It easily gets

Advantages
Oketch says wood floors are hard

" surfaces that can last for decades.
“A floor can get damaged; dented or
scraped, but all it takes is sanding,
grinding or re-coating it. This saves
you the cost of redoing the floor all
over again,” he says.

Wood on floors often improve

style in your home and are also

warm. As opposed 1o tiles, laminate { W'oodr e, broken down and will need to be l

and carpets, wooden floors keep : 3 i Bare | refinished. If one is carrying heavy

the house warm in cold weather BT o 3 : : . f'et.°"q objects, it is advisable that they lift §

and also condense heat making the - 3 O Y b S 135119 other than pulling on the floor so |

house remain warm. that you do not spoiling the wood,” |
Asaad Tamale, an interior can refinish them, but carpets, tiles they decorate the house,” he says. have the threads that carpets he warnes. |

designer, believes that wood floors or laminate have to be replaced. Tamale says wood floors should have, they still have cement lines He adds that hardwood is highly ‘:

are easy to maintain, durable and Besides hardwood floors are be considered as a must for houses | and a decoration. These lines sensitive to moisture and it is best

provide better air quality. “If wood timeless, so you will not have to where people suffer from allergies. and embroidery draw dust, but not to have itasa full bathroom

1 11 floors get dirty dr'scratched, your | 1 | | | replace or change them because “While tile and laminate do not hardwood floors give the indoor air | floor. it
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