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newly refurbshed Uganda Martyrs Museum Namugongo s a source of local tourlsm

HOTEL OWNERS ARE
BEING SENSITISED
TO UPGRADE THEIR
FACILITIES TO MEET
GLOBAL STANDARDS

tourism potential,” he said.

Diversity

On increase of diversity of
tourism products, Kamuntu
said the ministry has ventured
into faith-based tourism with
a focus on the Catholic and
Protestant shrines.

He said instead of having
people visit the historic sites
once a year in celebration of
Martyrs’ Day, the ministry is
looking for ways of attracting
tourists to visit the place
daily.

Kamuntu said plans are
underway to redevelop
the sites to international
standards.

“Faith-based tourism :

is a growing trend in the
world. We all know about
the pilgrimage to Mecca by
the Muslims. In Uganda we
have the Uganda Martyrs’
Day where more than three
million faithful congregated
at the three Martyrs’ shrines,”
Geolflrey Byarugaba, a
member of the martyrs’ day
organising committee, said.
Byarugaba said the
Government is redeveloping
the three religious shrines
— Anglican, Catholic
and Muslim shrines — at
Namugongo to befit the
martyrdom of the saints.
Ongoing developments
include landscape
beautification and building of
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the Muslim shrine toilets.

Expanding the sector
Kamuntu said the
Government is also
expanding the sector to
include music and dance,
museums, food festivals, hot

air ballooning, canopy walks,
as well as cultural and natural

sites.
“Over 705 natural and
cultural heritage sites have

been identified and protected.

Work is also going on a
number of museums such as
Mugabe Palace, Soroti and
Barlonyo,” he said.
Kamuntu said the
Government is funding the
Buganda Kingdom to help
restore Kasubi tombs that
were bumnt, rebuilding the
former Ankole Kingdom
palace and modernising

Nyero rock as well as Kabale

Museum.

He noted that apart from
just developing the cultural
and natural sites, the
Government is also in the
move to strengthen their
conservation. There are
consultations to have the
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Kamunty

Wil Act amended 1o
Include tongh penalties for
those who destroy the sites

Kamuni revealed that the
Government Is developing
the source of the [Uver Nile
o maintain It as a historie
stte and a permanent tourfs
attraction.

He explained that the
minlstry has engaged
consultants to develop a 20-
year master plan including
architectural design and
public Infrastructure o guide
their activitles,

They are also developing
Rwenzort Infrastructure by
Introducing a cable car that
will enable tourist reach
the mountain peak in a day
Instead of the gruesome
seven days it currently takes
to walk there.

He said this will enable the
physically weak and the old
tourists to casily climb the
mountain,

Hospltality

Crested Crane Hotel Jinja

Is being renovated and
upgraded to three-star status
and will be designated as a
centre of excellgnce,

The hotel will be a training
centre for students, It is
expected to graduate over
300 students annually.

“A curriculum has been
reviewed and accreditation
with international Institutions
done,” Kamuntu said.

He noted that 81

accommodation facilities have

so far been classified as per
the intemational standards.
There is also an ongoing
sensitisation of hotel owners
on the required standards.

Five have been made five-star

hotels, 35 three-star hotels
and 26 upgraded to two star
hotels.

He noted that they
are currently sensitising
hotel owners to upgrade
their facilities to meet the
internationally required
standards.

Challenges
He said conflicts between
humans and wildlife have

increased. Many animals have

been killed and they have
now increased the number
of scouts to manage the
problem.

They are also planting garlic

which is palatable to act as
a buffer for the animals as

Call to action

Tanaty Kagaun, the
mannaey ot adietion
1HAd2 and tourtsm 7
DIANNINGg ot the Hatlen W
Planning Autharity
noted daspite Uuin;‘
undetlundad the surtor
15 progressivaty Qresmineg
mnd r-vll\lr-q h:v’!,m
tetyrng than My nthere
sector,

Mo propaged an
Incrense in funding
to holp boost the
aqgressiye i Miating
Initiatives tor hath
the domestls ang
International visttars,

“I1s alow cost
Inumatinent with 4 hlgh
return” Kagawa said,

He proposed the
formation of private
and publie sector
partnerships to devnalon
the tourism vatue chain
In order to be able to
mest the sector v rgets,

John Makombo,
the Ugandas witalite
Authority (UWA) dirsctor
tor conservation, calteq
for the improvement of
accommaodation facilities
In the parks and qame
resnryes,

Makombo called for
training of human
resource and squipment
of game rangers to be
able to satisty the neads
of visiting tourists,

Godirey Kiwanda, the
tourism state minister,
asked for a collective
etfort from all Ugandans
to give a boost to the
sector.

Ephraim Kamuntu, the
tourism minister, noted
that they are looking at
Increasing the annual
tourism arrivals from
1.3 milllon to 4 milllon
arrivals by 2020.

< well as digging the trenches
¢ to prevent them from moving
< out of the park.

Kamuntu said the wild
anfmals are also abandoning
their natural habitats due to
climate change, which has
resulted into the growth of
unpalatable plants such as
lantana camara.

He said this has pushed-
grass eating animals out of
the park in search of pasture
elsewhere. Some of the
animals have crossed the
borders.

“This problem is global
and is beyond our control,”
Kamuntu said.

He said the negative
perception, attitude and
mindset of Ugandans has also

“Tourism is looked at as
an industry of leisure. This
attitude needs to change,”
Kamuntu said.

He said instability from
neighbouring countries such
as Sudan and Congo has
also destabilised the sector
since habitats for animals are
currently being destroyed to
accommodate refugees.

Kamuntu said the 0.1%
annual budget is not a
: enough to market the sector.
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