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Cz_nl-gd“/;regsels warned | 
against ferrying people ' 
Officials have warned 
cango vessels against 
transporting passen- 
gers citing severalille- 
galities. 

BY KARIM MUYOBO 

he Directorate of Citizenship 
and Immigration Control has 
issued a stern warning to cargo 
ship operators and boat owners 

operating on Lake Victoria against 

international waters, saying the vessels 
arelicensed strictly for cargo and crew. 

ials under the Ministry of Inter- 

ingly being used to bypass formal im- 
ion procedures, raising concerns 

ficking and passenger safety on East Af- 

‘The warning foflvws'ix.ltd.l.iael.\ce re- - Residents look on during the launch of BKK ferry in Kamuli last month. Officials say it is illegal to carry passengers on 
ports from communities at Rippon.  cargo ferries.PHOTO/ SAM CALEB OPIO 
Landing Site in Jinja City, where Immi- 
gration officers allegedly thwarted at- . recognised procedures requiring travel- of movement,some employers exploit 
tempt by foreigners to travelillegally to ' lers to pass through gazetted entry and their vulnerability, which contributes 

‘Tanzania aboard a cargo vessel. exitpoints. to trafficking in persons and migrant 
og::mlj:nl::m]m ax:l Immigration Therefore, travellers must report to - Immigration authorities have smuggling,”Mr Kataruhwa noted. 

sai planned journey vio-  immigration offices upon entry tore-  warned against joves- i b- 

lated both immigration and maritime ' ceive permits indicating the purpose ~ sels’ misuse. On:acl"?tlle inci- Strengthening border security 

safety regulations. and duration of their tay, dentswas an attempt by forei- “To address emerging security threats, 
“Cargo ships are only licensedandau- - “When returning, immigration veri-  gners to travelillegally to Tanza- the government, with support from the 
thorised to carry goods and crewmem- . fies whereand whenyouentered.Ifyou = niaaboard a cargo vessel from International Organisation for Migra- 
‘bers,not »shewarned. overstayed, the law provides for penal- = Jinja City. tion (I0M) and other partners, has in- 
She explained that possession of a = ties,"Mr Bwesigye said. troduced measures to strengthen mi- 

valid passport alone does not permit . He warned that individuals who en- gration control on Lake Victoria. 
travellers to cross borders outside des-  ter Ugandaillegallyriskarrestandpros-  made the lake vulnerable to undoc-  These include installation of con- 

ted immigration points. ecution because immigration officers ~ umented migration and organised tainerised immigration offices at ma- 

cannot clear undocumented persons - crime. jor landing sites such as Port Bell, Jinja 

security concerns for departure. MrAlfred Kataruhwa,animmigration  and Kasensero, deployment of the Mi- 
Immigration authorities say the mis- officer at Kasensero landing site, said ~ gration Information and Data Analysis 

useof cargovesselsexposestravellersto - Porouslake borders authorities have recorded cases of boat  System (MIDAS), and specialised train- 
significant risks, including lackof prop-  Lake Victoriasupports millionsof live- ~ and engine theft, illegal fishing and  ing for officers in document verifica- 
er accommodation, life-saving equip-  lihoods across East Africa but its vast  suspected human trafficking linked to  tion and detection of trafficking cases. 
‘ment, food supplies and emergency re- = size, numerous islands and informal  cross-border movements. Project coordinator, Mr Richard Kavu- 
sponse mechanisms onboard. landing sites make enforcement chal- = “Criminals, sometimes commit of- ma said the initiative aims to improve 
Officials also link the practice to = lenging. fences on one side of the lake and es-  monitoring and coordination among 

growing theft cases, attacks on fisher-  Officials estimate that more than ' cape toanother country Lack of proper ~ border agencies and curb organiser 
‘men and traders,and undocumented ~ four million Ugandans depend direct- = documentation makes investigations  crime. 
cross-border movement across the lake | ly or indirectly on the lake through fish-  difficult,"he said. He added that building officers’ ¢z 
shared by Uganda,Kenyaand Tanzania, = ing, trade, transport and related activi-  He added that some fishing business ~ pacity to identify victims of trafficl 
Assistant Commissioner for Citizen- = ties, while the wider regional fisheries  operators employ undocumented for-  ing is expected to significantly reduc 

ship and Immigration Control Marce- - ‘sector provides over one million direct ' eignlabourers often sourced fromrefu- ~ cross-border crimes on the lake. 
lino Bwesigye said Uganda's migration | jobs. Y gee settlements such as Nakivale. Failure to comply will lead to varion 
management follows internationally ~ However, the same conditions have = “While refugees are allowed freedom  penalties. 
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