boo could be the next

| cash ¢rop in the country
nsidering its uses,

rothy Nakaweesi shares
ww you can diversify your
come from making its
‘oducts

ambaa is that cash crop we

Br‘.‘r‘.‘ ably havent thought

ahout in detail. Ramboo, a

dant woady grase which is grown

nastly in the tropics, and 1s used as

| eane or poles ta support their ba-
nina plants from falling.

But did yon know that you can
rarn big from processing the hol-
low jointed stem of the bamboo
plant into different products?

It is believed that bamboos
are some of the fastest-growing
plants in the world, due to a unique
rhizome-dependent  system.

Prodncts

There are quite a number of
products that can be made out of
Bamboo including umbrellas. Other
products are shampoo, cosmet-
ics, deodorant, hard alcohol, beer,
bamhoo flooring, beehives, record
player needles and bamboo roofing.

More so, bamboo can be used as
a building material in scaffolding,
bridges and houses because of its
high compressive strength com-
pared to wood, brick or concrete and
a tensile strength that rivals steel.

Ladies, if you check in your closet,
you probably have some cloth-
ing that was made with bamboo.
Bamboo fibres can be mixed with
other materials to make clothes.

MARKET

Mr Kalema shares that the
market for bamboo from the

seedlings, the poles and products
s big.

The bamboo products have a

ready market both in rural and
urban areas, A variety of bamboo
products are used for storing
fruits, vegetables and grains.

There is potantial market at:
traditional sites, tourist centres,
publicand private offices, hotels.

Capital investment
To start this kind of business,
Uganda Investment Authority (UTA)
says those who want todolarge scale
can aim at producing 520 units per
month, translating into 6,240 units
annually. To produce these units,
you need an initial capital invest-
ment worth $1,465 (Shs5.3 million).
This means annually, the revenue
potential is premised on $54,600
(Shs199 million). The project has
an estimated net profit of $14,594
(Shs53 million) and a payback pe-
riod of two years and seven months,
“Already, the number of Ugan-
dans growing bamboo is increas-
ing so you will be assured of the
steady supplies,” UIA records show.
Mr Andrew Ndawula Kalema, one
of the Ugandans with passion in
bamboo production and value addi-
tion, says investing in this kind of
project is one way to reduce unem-
ploymentand povertyinthe country.
He shares that one can invest
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There is money in
amboo products

in only one pole of bamboo which
costs between Shs3,000 and
Shs5,000 as your starting capital.

“From asingle pole, you can make
30 pairs of ear-rings, if eachis sold at
Shs5,000 you willsmileall the way to
the bank with Shs150,000,” he shares.

He adds that with bamboo jew-
ellery, the market is big ranging
from tourists who like it to lo-
cal people who have embraced it.

Mr Kalema who has planted dif-
ferent species of bamboo seed-
lings alone boasts of a steady an-
nual income of between Shs30
million and Shs50 million.

“There is a bamboo species that
I have planted which is most liked
by planters who use it to plant
herbs and climbing flowers hanged
on balconies. One pole of this spe-
cies costs Shs40,000,” he says.

Production
According to UIA, the equipment
required includes: knives, fixtures
and hand tools. The manufactur-
ing process starts with splitting
bamboo into thin wafers to suit the
variegated needs of the end product.
This is followed by manu-
glly knitting the split wafers
into products designed to cater
for the needs of the customer.
Bamboo shoots can be eaten
as food, poles for agriculture and
structures, panels and composite
materials for houses and build-
Ings, versatile household prod-
ucts (furniture, kitchen utensils).
Other products which can be made
out of bamboo include pulp and
baper, fibre for textiles, medicinal
and bio-chemical products (includ-
ing bio-plastics and bio-fuels) and
charcoal for cooking and heating.

Shs5.3m
4

ESTIMATED INITIAL CAPITAL
INVESTMENT REQUIRED
TO START ABAMBOO
BUSINESS IN UGANDA

Trials

Just like any other business,
bamboo business is facing lack of
raw materials because the prod-
uct is not widely grown in the
country and there a few people
who grow it on a large scale.

“But this is being worked on in
Uganda and the region through
the project called -the Dutch-Si-

no-East Africa Bambog Den
ment programme- impja, /.
to support poverty o °
sustainable developmapt .
change action,” Mr Kaje, '™
Mr Kalema says the -.,,-,.ﬂ
International Bambog ﬂ‘njq'
tan Organisation, a multj)
development organisatign 1y
states including Ugan, frrlf 15
promotion of bambog g e
tan, shows that bam'cog'*] r
higher compressive Stre.
than wood, brick, or co»,ir
Uganda has an estimateq 4, <.
- 50,000 hectares of bagr 200
The project covers Ugandfr““m.
nya and Ethiopia which na‘,‘:

for 3 to 4 per cent of the
total known bambog co
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