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Bugiri hospital runs
out of diabetes drugs

Shortage.Dr Stephen Isabirye
says they are still waiting for
supplies from National Medical
Stores.

BY RONALD SEEBE
editorial @ug nationmedia.com

BUGIRI. Diabetes patients
in Bugiri District in eastern
Uganda said they have failed to
access drugs at Bugiri District
Hospital.

Some patients who spoke to

Daily Monitor said for the last

two months, they have not re-
ceived any medication from the
facility as there has been a drug
stock out.

Patients now complain of the

health condition citing dgteriof s

ration. .

Mr John Onyang Sikoola, one ™ *

of the patients, requested the
government to explain why it is
taking long to send more drugs.

“We have been tossed left,
right, while coming here for
treatment. Sometimes doctors
sympathise with us because
they are tired of writing to gov-
ernment asking for more drugs
in vain,” Mr Sikoola said.

He said the government
should supply the hospital with
more drugs because the number
of people with diabetes has in-
creased over theyears. |, -
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Mr Stephen Isabirye, a doctor i

at the hospital confirmed the
incident and said the shortage
of drugs at the facility is wor-
rying.

He said when patients were
getting the drugs and taking
them according to prescription,
their health was improving un-
like now where their condition
is deteriorating.

Shortages
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Affected.Patie—nts stand at the entrance of Bugiri Hospital. The facility

has currently run out of diabetes drugs. PHOTO 8Y RONALD SEEEE

But NMS reportedly told t}_le
hospital to wait, a claim Daily
Monitor could not immediately

verify.

in Bugiri.

“In June, the government
promised us more drug sup-
plies. Village Health Teams

with patients,” Dr Isabirye )
during an interview last wgg) 1

He said Bugiri Hospital Offe,
services topatients from at|, !
three districts of Namutyp,,"
Namayingo and Iganga. A

But the facility is sti]
sorry state because everyt
is wanting.
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“We have been tossed left ang
right, while coming here for

: treatment. Sometimes doctorg

sympathise with us because
are tired of writing to govern
asking for more drugs in vain,"

JOHN ONYANG SIKOOLA, PATIENT

Dr Isabirye appealed tq o
ernment to provide the fajj,.
with adequate drugs andoty
time. :

Appeal
The Bugiri District hEalth
officer, Dr Stephen Kirya, saig
yesterday that the governmep
should -intervene to save Pa-
tients’ lives. -
He said since the facility i
a referral, it receives patien
fromdifferent placesand, there. .
fore, the drugs supplied get fiy.
ished within few days.
According to Dr Kirya; in the
_past diabetes-was one of tha
diseases many residents in the
communitiesignored,
He noted that many people
who had symptoms of diabe-

~ 7 tesused to go to witch doctors,

thinking that they had beey
bewitched unlike today where
they seek medical attention,

Symptoms

Dr Kirya said some of the
common symptoms of diahe-
tes include, increased thirst
and hunger, frequent urination,
weight loss or gain that has ng
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