blower on the matter.”
Last vear, this newspaper reported

BY PATIENCE AHIMBISIBWE
editorial@ug.naticnmedig.com

KAMPALA, The government has
accu_tse_c’l teachers of being lazy and
deviating from teaching the ap-
proved curriculum which has con-
tinued to affect the expected learn-
mg-outcomes.

. “Our people are not implement-
Ing the curriculum that has been ap-
proved. They are trying to teach their
own things because when they try to
teach good English they think that is
when that child haslearnt and that is
where we are getting it wrong,” Ms
Grace Baguma, National Curriculum
D_evelppment Centre (NCDCQC) execu-
tve director, said yesterday.

Her statement was complimented
by Mr Robinson Nsumba-Lyazi, the
director Basic Education at a media
briefing in Kyambogo ahead of an

international caryiculum conferen
: ce
that NCDC will host in May.

ments. : :
The officers, sources described as
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According to Mr Nsumba-Lyazi,
many schools rush to complete the
syllabus withina short tdme without
ensuring that the students under-
stand the concepts.

He said this has culminated into
constant testing of the learners,
teaching late into the night without
giving time to the students to prac-
tice. He ordered schools to stop.

“Those curriculum deviations
are there because of laziness. The
teachers want to finish the syllabus
in very short time and leave critical
areas they must go through to make
sure the teaching and learning is tak-
ing place. Those are anomalies. We

are now very strict on head teachers.
They must make sure the teachers
have lesson plans and schemes of
work and ensure that learning is tak-
ing place,” Mx Nsumba-Lyazi said.
Ms Baguma added that with the
rising population, many countries
are battling with curriculum reforms
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ceased relatives.

ccuses teachers of deviating from

If they say we are
teaching the wrong
curriculum, what have
they done? The curriculum
people and the ministry cfficials
could be lazy themselves. 1 hey
go and simply change things
without involving the teachers
going to implement it. They
vite us for @ two-day workshop
and we summarise what we

are going to teach for the nexi
20 years. We then go and leain
on the job. What would you

expact?” MRZADOCK TUMUHIMBISE,
UGANDA NATIONAL TEACHERS' UNION
CHAIRPERSON

and the_ir planned symposiwum under
the African Curriculum Organisation
is expected to address some of the

21st Century challenges the conti-
nent is facing.

They will also focus on how Lo de-
velop curriculum materials, look at
new teaching methods, assessment
and ensure they minimise incon-
sistence in cwrriculum delivery and
maintain standards which are com-
petitive on the global village.

Ms Baguma further added that
following the rollout of the thematic
curriculum more than 10 years ago,
Uganda Nartional Examinations
Roard (Uneb) has stopped examin-
ing learners on multiple choice ques-
tions because it was discovered that
they encourage cram work,

Uneb has, however, continued to
report cases of cram work, cheating
and failure by students to under-
stand concepts during the release of
national examination results.

On their part, the teachers said
the Ministry of Education and NCDC
have to blame for the wrongs that

are happening in the education
sector.
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