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Inside Tumusiime’s 213,000km Fortuner

With d_isciplin.ed servicing and careful ,

driving, Davis Tumusiime has kept his
2016 Toyota Fortuner mechanically
sound and visually pristine after covering

213,000 kilometres.

BY ROLAND D NASASIRA

look at the dashboard of Da- g

vis Tumusiime’s Toyota For- |

tuner reveals that it has cov- |

ered 213,000 kilometres since |
its manufacture in 2016, Assum-
ing it was produced at the end of |
that year, this means since Jan- |
uary 2017, Tumusiime’s car has |
- helpstoavaid overworking the ag- |
> . ing engine. During each service,
Thesecrettoachievingsuchhigh ;
- mance-critical componentssuch :
. asthegearbox,engine,and trans-
despite sporting a UAZ number :
plate series, lies in timely servic- |
ing Tumusiime says his carisser- :
vicedat the Corporation for Africa
and Overseas dealership,previous- -
. nent thatneeds to be serviced or

been averaging about 1,972 kilo-
metres annually

mileage while keeping the vehi-
cle’s body in pristine condition,

Iy known as Toyota Uganda, typi-

cally 400 to 500 kilometres before
reaching the scheduled service :
¢ follow the technical advice from

mileage of 5,000 kilometres.

“I pay very close attention to .
everything in the car,from thein-
terior to the exterior Wheneverit
develops scratches onthe body or

theinteriorleatherThavethemre- | headds.
paired immediatelyIam a careful :

Shs400,000 on minor service. Tu-

musiime says since 2016, he has

. only repaired the bumper once

- and replaced the right-side heac- |

- light, both of which were dam-
aged by motorcyclists. Theseinc-

. dents remain the only major oc- |

| currences he has faced with reck-
. lessroad users. .

dme:;:mdmymr‘smoelum 1

ryiswell documented by thedeal-
ership.Thisallows metoeasilyun- ;
derstand what needs to be ser- :
viced or replaced,” Tumusiime ex- :
Servicingbeforeschedule  *
He explains that servicing the :
car 400 to 500 kilometres early '

spedial attention is paid to perfor- :

mission system, among others. :
This is followed by a thorough di-
agnosis to determine what needs
tobe addressed next. i

“Sometimes there is a compo- :

The most important aspectisto :

the mechanics, When driving,I
pay close attention to the sounds :
the car makes.Ido not allow com-
plexmechanical faults to develop” -

On average, he spends about :

Drivi .

Powered by a 2,800cc engine, the
2016 Fortuner accelerates from ze-
10 to 100km/hr in eight seconds.

. Although he prefers driving in au-
! tomatic transmission mode, thz

nearly 10-year-old vehicle can also
be driven manually, with paddle
controls positioned on the steer-

_ing wheel It is in manual mode
that the Fortumer exhibits strong-

e'l: performance, particularly at

higher
The only downside Tumusiime

notes is the basic factory radio sys-
tem, whose sound output hefeek
isnot as powerful as that found in

hicl

“It is the original radio sys-

tem that came with the car,but

it does not have good stereo out-

put. When you have driven a car
whose sound system feels like a

disco hall and then enter this For-
tuner, you will not enjoy the mu-
sic”he argues.

. Advicetomotorists

Tumusiime believes most mc-

TIPS

Watch suspensionwear
High-mileage SUVssuch
as the Fortuner often show
suspengion fatigue before
engine problems. Regu-
larchecks onshock absor-
bers, bushings, ball joints
and stabiliserlinks help

- maintain ride comfort and

pmtacttyres from une-

- venwear,

Cooling systemmatters -
Inwarm conditions, aheal-.

- thy radiator, thermostat

and cooling fan are criti-
cal. Flushing coolant atre-
commended intervals and
replacing ageing hoses can
preventoverheatingand .
costly engine damage.
Transmission oil

Many drivers service en-
gines regularly but forget
transmission fluid. Chan-
ging transmission oil at
the correct mileage helps
preserve smooth gear
shifts and reduces long-
term wear, especially for
vehicles frequently driven
intraffic.

Wheel alignment

Poor alignmentin-
creases tyre wearand
fuel consumption. Perio-
dic wheel alignment, espe-
cmll_y after driving on rough

e roadaorhittlngpothulas,

improves handling and ex-
tends tyre life.

g

srisrassteasarasren

! torists in Kampala are poorly
i trained to drive in the city Many,
' hesays,donot know how toread

- orinterpret road signs,while those
. whodo often ignore them out of
- impatience or impunity.

“Take a keen interest in un-

. derstanding the difference be-

. clefor Shs120m.However,giveniits

excellent mechanical condition, :

| tween operating a vehicle and ac-

tually driving it. Read extensive-
ly about safe driving practices,as
there is a wealth of useful infor-

~ mation available online and in

various places. Alot has changed
since the 1990s,when many peo-
ple learnt how to drive,compared
to the 2000s. Driving skills from

the 1990s differ significantly from

Tumusiime states that the min;. |
mum price he would accept is sig.
nificantly higher than this offer,

With its current mileage at
213,000km and still going strong,
the Toyota Fortuner has the pe-
tential to reach the one-mj|.
lion-kilometre mark if well main.
tained.

Additionalinf i

The Fortuner was originally built
in Thailand. It debuted in 2004
and went on sale in Thailand in
early 2005 before expanding tgy
Southeast Asia. Australia onfy re-
ceived the Fortuner with its sec-
ond generation, about ten years

those in the 2000s because there | later

were fewer vehicles on the road, :

and both road designs and vehi-
detechnologywere lessadvanced.
Any serious driver who wants to
maintain acar foralongtimeand
keepit in good condition should
commit toreading and updating

their knowledge regularly” Tu- |

L s
Notforsale

Over the years, he has received
several offers from admirers in:

. terested in purchasing his Fortun-

er: At one point,a dealer suggest:
ed that he switches from the ol
number plate series to a digital
type and offered to buy the vehi

“It was initially offered with two
petrol and two diesel engine op-
tions. Transmissions included a
five-speed manual or a four- or
five-speed automatic. Interest-

| inglycustomers could choose ke
i tween2WD and 4WD a

: 'iants. Like the Prado, the Fortuin-
. er 4WD was full-time,”the portal
: notes.

TheFortuner’s muscular appe:r-

ance projects stability and capa-

bilityIn many ways, it mirrors the
strong lines of the Prado and con-
tinues todo sa.It also incorparates
tyling cues from the Hilux and
the street-wise Kluger, resulting in
distinctive and recognisablelock

. that fits well within Toyota's fami-
lyoficonic off-road vehicles.
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