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esE. It was all jubilation in Kas-

1o Town last Friday after an clusive

tlcphant that was terrorising farmers

e Kihara ward inKasese Municipality

mw.;s finally captured and returned to
W een Elizabeth National Park.

For more than a month, the gigan-

e animal has been roaming Kihara

“‘usi“g fear among residents.
The threg-hour operation that
Culminated into the capture of the
nimal was con}manded by Uganda
;ﬁ]dlife Authority (UWA) and police
~dbythe chief warden of Queen Eliz-
peth Conservation Area, Mr Edward
87 Ju after the team cordoned off a
ize garden o_ff t!le Kihara road,
westof Kasese District headquarters

ooki.
3‘%,“;‘ stray elephant had since No-
ber 3beencited strolling through
people's gardens, especially in tall
maize fields, making it difficult for
ers to attend to their gardens to
harvest their crops.

UWA staff had made’several at-
tempts to drive back the.wild animal
to the park but to no avail.

In an attempt to drive the largest

and mammal back to the park, UWA

officials fired in the air to scare it but
instead tworesidents were injured by
stray bullets.

How the elephant was captured

The Rwenzori Mountains National

. park Conservation manager, Mr
James Okware, narrates: “I shot the
elephant with a tranquiliser, which
immobilised it and put it to sleep be-
fore‘Wd daptinrédit”, ™1

“O“fatér UWA'uised a'crane 1o lift 't;he
sl Ort0 ik B e

elephant back to“Quselt Elzabeth

destroying people’s crops and -

National Park,

As the wild animal was being
driven through Kasese Town, resi-
dents jubilated and thanked UWA for
saving them from the menace.

_Some demanded that the animal be

given to them as a Christmas gift to
fen§t on to compensate them for the
various crops it had destroyed.

" Ms Julict Masika, 32, a mother of
seven, said she did not know where to
start after the animal devastated her
only acre of crops in Kyondo village.

Kihara Road village chairman, Mr
Jostus Sunday, said the affected resi-
dent§ in his area had already started
seeking legal redress to have them
compensated for their lost crops.

Describing the whole debacle as
“horrible”, Ms Night Mbambu, a

resident, said she had lost her job as
a casual labourer because she could
nolonger access people’s gardens
where she had been providing labour
to earnaliving.

Ms Grace Kabugho, one of the
farmers whose garden was destroyed
by the elephant, said they had aban-
doned their gardens for fear for their
lives.

“We lost our crops to the elephant
that strayed into our gardens since
last month. We feared to come to the
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prepare to load the captured stray elephant on to a track before transporting It back to Queen Ellzabeth Natlonal Park In Kasese
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Captured. UWA staff after load the elephant onto a truck before taking It back to the

park last Friday.

gardens since the elephant is danger-
ous and could harm or kill us,” she
said.

Mr. Marahi Muhindo, a cotton
farmer in the affected village, said:
“We have lost our crops to wild ani-
mals for a long time but nothing has
ever been done. We want the Presi-
dent to solve the problem or else we
devise other means”

Mr Kisuki Saidi, the Nyamwamba

Division chairperson, said many peo-
pleinthe area have lost their crops to
wild animals.

However, UWA spokesperson Sim-
plicious Gessa regretted the inconve-
niences caused in the area in an at-
tempt to drive the wild animal back
to its habitat.

Compiled by Moris Mumbere, Enid
Ninsiima & Felix B
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Lorry drlver shot dead

BUIKWE: Polen v bl rep for
1elattuea of alony ditee wibey pas

on Morddiry right shet e by
urktezon thues in Biepely Wi
Majjerrbe Dnision In Lugaz! Murics-
pality, Buewsn Distrct The Sampbiam
teegional prliees spobesporenn, M Hel-
Iy Bitete, eonfirned the bt refof
Jormes Seommerpinn, 41, the dijiet of
lorry UAZ 223 6. M5 Bitera aededod
that the deconsed, yhoen residenca
remains unkserun, wa dirding frorn
Torort carryineg 300 bagys of cornent
tlestined for ¥armpala. By pross time,
the unclairred bory was bing at
Karrioto Hospeal rrortuary. [Denis
Edemna)

50,000 drivers held

KAMPALA: A total of 50.000
drrvers were attested inore year
accorring to tratfic police director,

Dr Steven Kasima. The traffic pofice
chief on Fridary told journalists that
the drtuers wera arrested d Fika
Salarna (zafe drim) operations, espe-
cially on roads including Kampala-
Masaka highway He aid 70 per cent
of the drivers had no driving permits,
whereas others had forgad driv-

ing licences. Or Kasiima challenged
drivers to abways move with original
driving permits, saying 90 per cent
of drivers who maove with photocop-
es are forged. Police launched Filka
Salama after about 300 people had
been killed In accidents on Masaka
r0ad, making it the second deadliest
road in the world. [Joseph Kato)

Residents worried

WAKISO: Residents of Matugga
in Wakiso District have expressed
worry over the increasing number of
thieves and burglars in the area. The
locals expressed their worry during a
community meeting at the weekend
in which they showed police a cave
where the thugs reportedly hide dur-
ing day time and terrcrise the resi-
dents in the night. Mr Moses Kaycn-
go, the village defence secretary, said
the thieves break into their homes
every night and steal household items
and beat occupants. At least two
people were rescued last week by
police after an angry mob pounced on
them after they were allegedly caught
with stolen goats. [Joseph Kato]

e e
FARMERS ABANDON HOMES TO GUARD THEIR GARDENS

The elephant has been taken back to
the park, but the misery in other areas
continues as the human-wildlife conflict
goeson,

Most farmers along Muhokya-
Kinyamaseke-Bwera road sleep out in
the cold guarding their gardens from wild
animals from Queen Elizabeth National
Park, which they say destroy their farms
during night hours.

Mr Happy Muhindo, a commercial farmer
at Kaleberyo in Muhokya Sub-county,
sald: "Most familips have shifted from
théif tiohmes toéa'hip‘iﬁ_'rﬁc?rgardmﬁiu !
doardayahat widsnintats by lightidd fire

assearothiétratva) s 10 st 2!

Mr Muhlnmml&'ﬁgﬁgefy

affected the education of the young
children.

“Education of young ones in such areas
has been affected due to the night
operations that the children go through”.
He urged UWA to address the matter
immediately. b

The most affected areas are Muhokya,

- Kaleberyo, Kahendero, Kikorongo,

Kiburara, Katholhu and Nyamughasani, all
in Kasese District.

Recently, Daily Monitor carried a story,
“MusayeniwamsUWA boss.on strdy.
animals?ahese the President wamed “
Mz ApgreySogguya, she IWA axecuti
director, overhis afleed fltata, g !

ddress wildlife i into

farmlands.

Mr Museveni said despite continuous
reminder to Mr Segguya to have the
problems addressed, he [Segguya] and his
team have instead been ‘sleeping’.

“The director of UWA needs some kiboko
[canes), we have been talking about the
issues of wild animals invading people’s
gardens for about 10-15 years now, but
nothing has been done to address the
problem,” he said.

The President made the remarks while
reacting to 2 submission.of Nweya District
chairoetsoh Ik OKMIG DA s
'the l2unich af ¥2 00 Hoedates Hick Hm'
“Belonging'ts FOL ﬁ'dg’%kﬁf!{us%?xﬁ E\P}i i!'n

Anzka Sub-county at thé308

Man arrested with skull

MUKONO: Police in Mukono
District are holding a men after he
was found with a human skull. The
suspect, a resident of Namayengo
village in Mukono District, was
amested on Monday following a tip-
off from the residents. The suspect,
who is believed to be a witch doctor,
was allegedly found with the skullin
his shrine, something that terrified
residents and they alerted police.
However, the residents warned police
not to release the suspect before he
explains where he got the human

5 skull They also threatened tofyrich

thesuspectif he'was released before

"hé S profiechited'in court. Ploséph”
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