
LETTERS ARLEOAS o 
Protecting female journalists 
from online violence is key 

Digital and social media platforms that once advanced press freedom for women journalists are nowenablersof 
targeted attacks. Across Africa, women journalists face wide 
spread online harassment, : " A 2025 survey by the United Nations gducfiunafim@&f 
ic,and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in partnership N the Intemnational Center for Journaliss (ICEY)shows that 
line attacks on women journalists influence how they re- ’ porton governance and socialssues. These ek et o pressie and slence critical women's yoices, are threats 
press freedom and gener equity To address these threats, thereisa need forstronger legal protections, online plat- forms'safety measures,and support. networks for women Journalists The consequence of these attacks s a shrinking media space where women journalists feel unsafe holding political powers accountable. X ‘TacKling online violence against women journalists e- uires legal eforms that recognise technology-faclitated vi- 
olence as violating press freedom and personal safety Exist- ing cybercrime and anti-harassment laws in Africa such as Nigeria's Cybercrimmes Act 2024,either lack clear protections 
for journaists or have inadequate enforcement.Such laws allow perpetrators to act with impunity. Constitutional and criminal frameworks should clearly define digital threats, doing online harassment,and other organised smear carm- 
paigns as offences.To combat the online abuse of women Journalists,laws should cleary define it as an offence. Legal reforms will recuce impunity by creating pathiways for accountability and deterring perpetrators from targeting viomen journalists.Reforms yill also strengthen the rule of 
lavgenstiring women journalists report without fear of on- lineand physical atacks. 
Technology companies arerelevant stakeholders n shap- ing the safety or hostility of digital spaces for woren jour- nalists Social media latformsare ofte the primary sites ofharassment,targeted abuse,and threats against wom- enjournalists. Existing social mediareporting and mod ation frameworks remain ineffective in adressing omline abuses,particularyin Africa A report by the Firos L In. situtefor Afrca highlightssignifcant gapsinthe moclers tonofharmful content n African nguages, llowing such content o spread unchecked. The report notes that big ech Rology platforms ke Meta and X currently verify content i b limiudAfntanlnnguages,mdud.\ng Arabic, Amharic, Swa. hill Hausa, Somas iiZul Yoruba, and Afrikaans.Expand. ing moderation to more African languages is crucial t pre- vent harmful content from spreading Beyond moderation,social media and other digital plat- forms should strengthen reporting mechanisms for online Violence These platforms can create journalist specitic e+ calation channels,deploy trained localanguage moders. tonteams and establish apid response systems for ol st fcingcoordinated attacksorcredible threats Improving Platformsafety will educeimmediate harm and help o enjournalists remain visibleand active online, keep ther andstrengthen their press free- 
Besides legal eform and platform accountabiltystrong SuppOrt nefworks are ritical fo combating online violonce against women journalits and protecting them from the. effecs ofthis violence.Civ istunions,and media 
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