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who really run things had all wanted him to stay

Lasl vear Kabila declared that the clections would have to
¢ postponed again, to December 2018.

saiga]?l;;( does not have any intention to leave power,”
- lf Tshisekedi, a prominent opposition leader,
herl ¢ latest postponement, “His strategy is to spread
l(; 405 across the country and then delay elections
ecause he'll claim there is too much violence.” The
violence is certainly increasing and there is
a serious risk that Congo is sliding back
towards civil war, but it is too simple to
blame it all on Kabila.

Joseph Kabila came to power when his
father Laurent-Desire Kabila, a warlord
who had emerged victorious in the first
civil war in 1997, was assassinated in 2001. He
was only 29 at the time (although his father had
already made him army chief of staff), and he
had no political following of his own.

) Hq has subsequently become very rich, but he
is still not a powerful figure in his own right.

He was put in office by the security forces, now
dominated by the men who led his father's rebel
army and he remains largely 2 figurehead while
they make the real decisions. The problem is
that they cannot decide who should replace him.

Kabila did not actually forget to change the law
that restricted him to two terms of office. Doing
that would have been simple enough if the men
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roads than tiny Luxembourg and a per capita income
of about a dollar a day, can be saved by a free election.
Communications are so poor that there is no genuine
‘public opinion’ and beyond Kinshasa, the capital, almost
all political loyalties are tribal. Democracy is important,
and for most African countries - for most countries
anywhere - it is the best solution.
But the Congo is too big, too poor and too
ethnically fragmented for that to work yet.
Elections are symbolically important because
they embody the principles of popular
sovereignty and the rule of law, but everybody
who might actually get elected belongs to a
small privileged elite.
A relatively small part of that group, the ‘security
lite’, have actually been running everything

since the turn of the century, and the first order of
business must be for them to make a deal on who
their candidate will be at the next election.

Whoever that is will certainly win and it hardly
matters whether it is Kabila or somebody else. Those
behind the scenes will still pull the strings.

But u'nul they reach an agreement about the
regime’s candidate, the country will continue to drift,
and it is drifting into dangerous waters.
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