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For giecades,education inUgan-
dalike much ofthe world, has
T Organised arming outputs:
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€se were reliahle signals of ef:
fortand understanding when
information was scarce and li-
brary access cards were vogue.
That world isfading When astu-
dent can now generate struc-
tured responses in seconds,out-
putis no loglger Pproofoflearn-
Ing Itis,at best,a starting point.
Yet thereis aninching tempta-
tion in academia to frame ATin
dayto-day education as aform
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ofcheatingand, hence,a quiet
race totame it.New tools arrive,
and theresponseis predictable,
especially from the‘old guard’:
new rules,stricter policies,and
sophisticated detection mecha-
nisms.From pre-primary home-
work to university coursework,
the cycle ignites: ban, restrict,
police,and detect.

For Uganda,thisis an oppor-
tunitynot arace.For our
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gressed by waiting forp s
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The gafidﬁen widens befoaxl:i
it narrows. Based on UBOS @
the Ministry of ICT and naﬁ;nr?'l
guidance,Uganda's digital e
scape makes this especially
ble. Fewer than 15 percent of Tu-
ral schools have access to com-
puters or reliable internet,com-
pared toroughly 65 percent
inurbanschools.Only about
aquarter of internet users en-
gageinit for acadqmc purpos-
es,while the majority useit for
social networking. In some Tu-
ral areas,connectivity remains
aslow as 13 percent, with gender

- disparities deepening the divide.

In other words,the conversa-
tion about Alin education s tak-
ingplace on uneven ground.

IfUgandan academiais tore-
spond meaningfully Al fluen-
cy cannotbeleft to cha.nce._]n
fact,our Ministry of Education
should be setting aregional pace
tohave Al taught delﬂmately
rather than cuddling the h§1—
tation. Thismeansintegrating
tools intolearning, not isola.t-
ingthem.It means mechanisms
that teach students to question
Al identify gaps,and recognise
limitations.It shifts the cycle to
use AL question it refine think-
ing,and build judgement. With-
out this,Albecomes a shortcut.
With it, Albecomes a mirror of
thestudent's potential.

Aseducators,the real taskis
not to become better Al detec-
tives.Itis to become better de-
signers of learning. Because the
future of education in
willnot be defined by how low
Alhas penetrated our educa-
tionsystem, but by how wisely
g integrate it and how we shift

M rewarding answers to cul-
tivatingjudgement and from
et}fmingcompliameto ena-
blingthinking The question is
polﬂnszr“memermbelnngs
nourdassrooms It already
does.The question is whether
our classrooms belongin an Al
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