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Prof Nawangwe says
sustaining undergradu-
ate slots while expand-
ing postgraduate admis-
sions will help “promote
quality education, inno-
vative, and responsive
teaching and learning
that transforms stu-
dents' experiences and
meets societal needs”

BY JANENAFULA

akerere University will main- -
tain undergraduate enroll- |
ment while doubling postgrad-
uate students from 3,874 to
7,744 over the next five years, the Vice
Chancellor, Prof Barnabas Nawangwe,

hasannounced.
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Mak okavys admission of
14,000 undergraduates
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Unveiling the university’s five-year —

Strategic Plan (2025/2026-2029/2030) :
yesterday, Prof Nawangwe - flanked by -
senior academic staff - said the move
aims to widen access to quality educa- :
tion and align with Uganda’s Nation- -
al Development Plan (NDP IV), which

seeks tenfold growth.

“Qur strategy is to increase the num-
ber of graduate students to at least 30 :
percent by 2030... Previously, we had

F

almost 50,000 students, which sparked

pu]:l]ic outcry that students were stud-
ying through rumours because they -

could not fit in lecture rooms. We grad-

hesaid.

He added: “The Council is saying it -
is okay we can keep the numbers and
mae efforts toincrease graduate num-
bers and achieve what we wanted to

achieve,”Prof Nawangwe said.

He emphasised that sustainingunder-
graduate slots while expanding post-
graduate admissions will help “pro-
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Makerere University Vice Chancellor Prof Barnabas Nawangwe (2nd left, seated), and Academic Registrar Prof
Buyinza Mukadasi (2nd right, seated) with other senior academic staff during a press conference at the university

- yesterday. PHOTO/ JANE NAFULA
ually cut our numbers to about 35,000,
that transforms students’ experiences

and meets societal needs”
For years, Makerere had planned to
trim undergraduate admissions to cre-

ate space for postgraduate growth,with
: Arademic Registrar Prof Buyinza Muka-
- dasi earlier noting that intake would be
- cutfrom 14,0000 12,000.That decision
. hasnowbeen shelved.

mote quality education, innovative,
and responsive teaching and learning

Prof Nawangwe stressed the need
for government scholarships or loan

schemes for postgraduate students,
warning that “only 10 percent of PhDs

. complete on time due to financial chal-
: lenges” .
¢ He added,“We all know that research :
| is what has liberated many countries.
: We must train as many PhDs and Mas-
: ters students as possible to move our
: country out of poverty.If they are going |
. tobeself-sponsored, wearenot goingto :
. achievethat”

Records show a PhD programme costs
between Shs20m and Shs200m, with

Prof Julius Kikooma, the director of :

: Undergraduate Training, noted that

dropouts are allowed to return once

. they secure funds.

He said 31 percent of graduates at the
76th graduation ceremony were post-

i graduate students, a figure expected to
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Strategy.

Our strategy is to in-

crease the number of

graduate students to
atleast 30 percent by
2030... Previously, ws
had almest 50,000
students, which spar-
ked public outcry that

. students were studying through

- rumours because they could not fit

_' in lecture rooms. We gradually cut
| our numbers to about 35 000

; - Prof Barnabas Nawangwae, |

i rere University Vice Cha ncallor

rise to 50 percent by 2030.
Continuous assessment
Meanwhﬂe,meNzwangwemeale@

: that as the university embraces the

competence-based curriculum, contin-
uous assessment will now carry 60 per-
cent of the final mark, while examina-

: tions will account for 40 percent.

“There have been questions about

. our preparedness to take on students
. who have undertaken the new compe-
. tence-based curriculum in high school.
: I'would like to reassure the public that
- the university is not only ready but has
- always operated on a competence ap-
proach,”he said.
. science programmes costing an arm |
¢ and alegcompared to humanities.

Prof Mukadasi confirmed the new as-

: sessment structure will take effect in

+ August 2026.
The Ministry of Education and Sports

 requires all universities to adopt com- _
. petence-based training by 2027 to en-
: sure smooth transition for students

: trained under the new high school cur-

* riculum.

l[IIIIIIIIIIIlIIIillIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIII1IIIIII1IIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIll|||I.Il.IIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIII1IIIII!I|I'-IIIIIIIIIlIIlIII!IIIilllllliIIIIIIIIIlII1IIIlIIlIIIIIIIIIII1II1IIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllIlII|IIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'II"‘&

@ CamScanner



