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Children suffer violence most, says report

Parcentage. Researchindicates
that 35 per cent of females and
17 pet cent of males experienced
sexial violence in their childhood

BY RAJAR MUKDMBOZ!
& ALFRED TUMUSHABE
rditorial @ug netionmedia com

MBARARA. There is rampant
sexual, physical and emotional
violence against children in
Uganda, a new study has re-
vealed.

The research carried out in
2016 in 112 districts indicates
that 35 per cent of females and
17 per cent of males experienced
sexual violence in their child-
hood.

The study has also revealed
that 59 per cent of females and
68 per cent of males experienced
physical violence while 34 per
cent of females and 36 per cent
of males experienced emotional
violence.

In the violence against chil-
dren survey (VACS), Ugandan
adolescents and young adults
between ages of 13 to 17 and 18
to 24 were asked about their ex-
periences with violence,

The latter age group shared
their experience with sexual
violence before age 18.

The research findings released
on November 8 in Mbarara indi-
cated that neighbours, intimate
partners, friends, classmates
and strangers are the most per-
petrators of sexual violence.

Authority figures and family
members rank low in sexual vio-
lence against children. The study
further says most of the cases of
sexual violence take place at vie-
tims’ homes, school, on the road
and perpetrators’ homes,

The abuse was found to be tak-
ing place mainly in the evening
and afternoon for both females
and males.

Parents, adult care givers,
adults in community, peers and
teachers are the major perpetra-
tors of physical violence against
children. The research shows
that many children who experi-
enced violence had low aware-
ness of where they could seek
help.

Mr Fred Lukabwe, who rep-
resented the commissioner for
children and youth affairs in the
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Stranded. Street chﬂér-an on a street In Mbarara Town recently. Many children flee their homes due to violene,
and start living on the streets. P1070 BY RAJAB MUKOMBOZI
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THE FINDINGS

Sexual violence

Eastern region tops sexual
violence against female children
with 43.5 per cent. It Is followed
by central at 40.5 per cent,
northern reglon at 25 per cent and
westemn region at 27.1 per cent.

Eastern region also tops in sexual
violence against males at 20.8
per cent, followed by northern
region at 17.9 per cent, central
region at 16.1per cent and western
region at 11.7 per cent.

Physical violence

Eastern region tops other reglons
In physical violence against
female children at 66.8 percent,
followed by central region at 64.7
per cent, norther reglion at 52.6
per cent and western region at

Ministry of Gender, Labour and
Social Development (MoGLSD),
described the findings as alarm-
ing and annoying.

MoGLSD was the lead agency
in the survey in close collabora-

tion with Unicef Uganda, Centre’

for Disease Control and USAID.
“These findings are alarming
and annoying. I am saddened
by the findings and something
has to be done now and not any
~other time. The children are the

48.9 percent

Eastern reglon tops in physical
violence against male children at
75.2 per cent, followed by central
reglon at 68.6 per cent, northern
reglon 64.4 per cent and western
reglon 62.9 per cent

Emotional violence

Central reglon tops In emotional
violence against female children
at 38.8, followed by eastern
reglon at 37.8 per cent, Western
reglon at 28.2 per cent and
northern region at 25.9 per cent.
Central reglon tops In emotional
violence agalnst male children at
46 per cent, followed by eastern
region at 34.7 per cent, northern
reglon at 29.1 per cent and
westem reglon at 30.6 per cent.

future of this country and we

have to end this violence now,”

said Mr Lukabwe. '
He added that the ministry

would disseminate the findings -

and make recommendations to
government and come up with
workable solutions, !
Mr Lukabwe further said:
“We have laws against violence
against children, but its imple-
mentation has been a challenge,
the society looks at government

but issues to do with chijq,,
need all stakeholders, it's
and me.” 2
The Mbarara District educ,
tion officer, Mr Gabriel Ahimp, .
ibwe, said whereas they are |,
protecting children, theyare , .
adequately implemented.
He added that years back y},,
issue of street kids used to p,,
heard only in Kampala but t,,,
are now in all towns, which h<
said is manifestation of increa;
ing abuse of children, forcjy,,
themto flee to the streets,
Africhild Country Directo,
Joyce Wanican said the coup;
can’t have bright future when
children live under violence,
“The future of the country i
not only in having good roads
hospitals and schools, but ho,
much it has invested in its chj|-
dren, a country will be going 1.
whereifit does not priotise early
childhood development g
foundation,” said Ms Wanicay,
The research outlines seyey
strategies toend violence against
children: implementation apg
enforcement of laws, norp,
and value change, safe enviroy-
ments, parental and caregivey
support, income and economic
strengthening, response ang
support services, and education
and life skills.
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