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Meet future labour 
market needs — NCHE 
The education ministry recently directed 
institutions of higher learning to adopt the 
Competence-Based Education and Train- 
ing (CBET) approach. Prof Mary Okwa- 
kol, the Executive Director of National 
Council for Higher Education, spoke to 

Daily Monitor’s Jane Nafula on how they 
are pushing the skilling agenda to suit the 
future job market needs. 

onabla Institutions copo 
withthanewloarningsys- 
tom? 
We have minimum stand: 

ards Every (institution] pro- 
gramme is supposed to com 
ply with those standards. 

While institutions may add 
something that will make 
them unique, the minimum 
standands muist be fulfled. 
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thosa nstitutions s they 
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Is thero any timoframe for In- 
stitutionstorollout CBET? 
Those who are ready can roll 

out thecurrienlum 
norst M 

time from 

tions will not enrol students for 
programmes that s ot compty 
with the CBET standards (by that 
time) 

Any parting ramarks? 
Institutions of higher learning, 

must endeavour to innevate and 
[develop) commercialised innera- 
tiona, To o that, theey must derel- 
opinnurration hibs and 
offices responsible for ad 
innirations 

Stronger Pumps. 
Safer Water. Bullt to Last. 

As National Council for High- 
er Education (NCHE), what 
planshaveyou putinplaceto 
implement the ministry's di- 
rective? 
‘The National Council for High- 

er Education has responded to 
the directive of the minister by 
developing standards for the | 
implementation of CBET. These 
standards have been approved 
by NCHE and sent touniversities 
and institutions of higher learn- 

ing. 

Hows will the now learning 
sysh:mcontnhulaw there- 

of the ambitious 
priostios of Ugandals Vision 
2040, such as advancingin- 
novations technology and 
science? 

ProfMary 
Okwakol, 
tho Exocu- 
tivo Diroctor 
of National 
Councllfor 
Highor Edu- 
cation, says 
Institutions 
of highor 
foarning. 
muston- 
doavourto 
innovato and 
[dovolop) 
commercial- 
isedinnova- 
tions. 
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al education conference,we will 
hold regional trainings for CBET 
trainers,whowillin tun go back 
to their respective institutions 
andtraintheir colleagues. 
“This will be followed by insti- 

tutions designing appropriate 
CBET programmes and submit- 
ting them to NCDC for accredi- 
tation. While new programmes 
will be development, previous- 
Iy accredited programmes 
bereviewed for compliance with 
the CBET standards. 

Have you designed any ma 
terials orguidelines that i 

One of the CBET stan- 
1 believe this will be realised | dards isthat the assass- 
becausc this approach is stu-  montofthe formative as- 
dentcentred and isintendedto |~ pects of CBET is supposed 
impart competencies,skillsand | o constituto 50 parcent 
attitudes required by theworld  of overllassessment. 
ofwork. Formativeaspectsinclude 

course works, tests, and 
What steps have you taken 

as NCHE to ensure a smooth 
transition from knowledge 
basedlearning to CBET? 

assessmont of practicals 
and projoct work, which 
aroimportant for skilling 
students. Nonethelcss, 

We have developed standards  some universities have put 
and disseminated them in all  the formativo aspectsat 
universities and institutions of 60 percent. 
higher learning, After the apu: T oxHs o & 
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Scaling sustainable water Tested 
solutions for every community. 

A smarter up% rade for Uganda's 2019 
handpumps t 
¢ Reduces breakdowns Validated 
 Improves water quality porEholes 
o Simplifies maintenance 100 
¢ Extends pump Ilfespan 

- Scalin | 
Nationwide 

al Scale 
by the Ministry of Water and Environment. 
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