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Nallonal new

Meet future labour
market needs - NCHE

The educatlon ministry recently directed
institutions of higher learning to adopt the
Competence-Based Education and Train-
ing (CBET) approach. Prof Mary Okwa-

kol, the Executive Director of National
Council for Higher Education, spoke to
Daily Monitor's Jane Nafula on how they
are pushing the skilling agenda to suit the
future job market needs.

As National Council for H
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The National Council for High- |
er Education has responded to
the directive of the minister by |
developing standards for the '
| tation. While new programmes
- will be development, previous-
by NCHE and sent touniversities
and institutions of higher learn-
! the CBET standards.

implementation of CBET. These
standards have been approved

ing,
How will the new learning
system contribute to the re-

alisation of the ambitious
priorities of Uganda's Vision

ProfMary
Okwakol,
the Execu-
tive Diroctor
of National
Counell for
Highor Edu-
cation, says
institutions
i ofhighor
learning
must on-
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innovato and
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commercial-
ised Innova-
~ tions.

igh- | aleducation conference, we will |
er Education (NCHE), what |

hold regional trainings for CBET
trainers, who will in turn go back
to their respective institutions
and train their colleagues.

‘This will be followed by insti-
tutions designing appropriate
CBET programmes and submit-
ting them to NCDC for accredi-

Iy accredited programmes will
bereviewed for compliance with

Have you designed any ma-
terials or guidelines that will

2040, such as advancingin-  STANDARDS
I'IO_vations tachnolugy and LRI T R .
science? One ofthe CBET stan-

I believe this will be realised = dards isthat the assess-
because this approach is stu-  mentofthe formative as-
dent-centred and is intended to | pects of CBET is supposed
impart competencies,skillsand ~ to constitute 50 percent
attitudes required by the world  ofoverdllassessment.
of work. Formative aspects include

course works, tests, and
What steps have you taken ' gssessment of practicals

as NCHE to ensure a smooth
transition from knowledge
basedlearning to CBET?

and project work, which
areimportant for skilling
students. Nonetheless, =

We have developed standards " someuniversities have put .
and disseminated them in all | theformativeaspectsat
universities and institutions of 60 part:ant e
]ugher]eammg,ﬁﬂerme iﬂqut MED Xirs [E . ane o

onable institutions cope
withthe nawlearning sys-
tem?

We have minimum stand-
ards. Every [institution] pro-
gramme i supposed to com:

ply with those standards.

While institutions may add
something that will make
them unlque, the minimum
standands must be fulfilled.

What challengas awalt
thosa Institutions as they

strivatondopt CBET?
Funding. That is hecanswe CRET
i1 more expensive compared to

the presdons approach due bo (he
many practical aspects like project
work, practical lessons Therefire,
Institutions are expected (o have
mare facilities,

Government institutions have
approached gevernment for sup-
port, while the private ones are
expected to approach their pro-
maoters for funids aned Rl the -
quirements of CHET.

Is thara any timaframa for In-
stitutionatorollout CBET?

Those who are ready can roll

out the currienlum arytime from
niered, Hepeser, e expoct all inst-
mitlons t eoll out COET try 2027
224 acardemic year, according to
the minister's directive. Institu-
tions will not eneol students for
programmes that do not comply
writh the CBET standards by that
time|

Any parting remarka?

Institutions of higher learning
must endeaveur to innovate and
[devvelop) commercialised innera-
tiona, To do that, they must devel-
ap innervation hubs and establish
affices respansible for advancing
inneriations,
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