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The dragon boat
festival attracted
30 teams from both
Uganda and China
and it took place at
UWEC in Entebbe

=\ By Jacky Achan

ragons are only in fairy
tales. But an effigy of a
dragon on the race boat at
the inaugural Dragon Boat
Festival at the Uganda
Wildlife Education Centre
(UWEQ) in Entebbe
seemed to make it real.
As early as 8:00am, adventurers were
gathered at the venue of the race. A few had
already had a taste of the event the previous
weekend when the trial race was held at

up.
INTRODUCING THE DRAGON BOAT
A huge water sport affair, the Dragon Boat
val originates from China. Itis

one of the seven recognised public holidays
in China every year and with the

It is also one of the three big festivals held
dearby the Chi i Asians. It
msonugﬁ.ﬁhdayol‘ﬂnﬁﬁhmonﬂ:on
the Chinese lar calendar.

The dragon boat race tradiconally arose

atrempt to rescue the patriotic
&“ﬁ:époamvumwmaﬁefﬁ“m&

out with his king, got banished from the
Kingdom.

Qu Yuan later committed suicide by
drowning in the Miluo River upon hearing
the news that the Qin state had conquered
the capital of Chu state in China, where he
was adviser to the King, but had lost his

trust.

Feeling betrayed by the tum of events,
he drowned himself. But rather loved by his
people, they tried to save him.

The Chinese threw bamboo leaves filled
with cooked nice into the water so the fish
<could eat the rice rather than the hero poet.
To commemorate Qu Yuan, this practice
continues to date.

THE RACING
The Dragon Boat Festival venue was a
melting pot of Chinese, Ugandan and other
foreign nationals eager to witness history.
Over 30 teams, including one professional
team from Wuhan City/University in China
were lined to compete against each other
and loads of prizes including cash and
trophies were readied for the top teams.
The boats were assembled and
tested as revellers streamed into UWEC to
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.din boats in the shape of dragons.
ple, 10 paddling on

also a leader at the front
e their team momentum and a

direction to the boat.

fast as engine boats given
ny paddlers. Each team was
forward 10 the drumbeat,

niversity could only manage to
‘did not make it to the finals.
and Shipping Company team

ipions. It was Nalubaale

t followed hotly on their heels
ereas Super Volcanoes also
iird position to the delight of
tourists.

 TRADITIONAL BOAT RACE

ans,

the Chinese and all other

resent were to also witness the

Kakooza said they want to revive w:
lransp_on that was booming on Lal:m
Victoria in the 1970s with more tourists
coming into Uganda and more Ugandans
exploring our diverse country.
The Dragon Boat Festival will also boost

h?.al ra:ll)q s a water sport in Uganda.

There s every hope that the Dragon
Boat Festival in Uganda will be added to
the list of the International dragon boat
festivals. If we achieve this, it will be a

massive sports tourism attraction for the
country."

Different from the dragon boats,
the traditional boats were to give the
adventurers a taste of Uganda and ensure
both _Ug:\ndans and Chinese appreciate each
other’s culture,

The Dragon Boat Festival was happening

with Minister Kiwanda ~ Chinese
performing at the Dragon Boat Fastival

only the second time in Africa after South
Africa.

SPORTS TOURISM ALWAYS D
In an attempt to attract more tourists,
espedially the Chinese, the China Africa
Friendship Association Uganda (CAFAU)
could not think of anything better than the
dragon boat festival in Uganda.

The secretary general of CAFAU, Dr Alex
Kakooza, said many were delighted. The
Chinese population of 1.3 billion is now
more affluent and many want to explore the
world.

He said their goal is to get many Chinese
to visit Uganda. ~Last year, Uganda received
1.2 million tourists from across the world,
but our plan is to double the figure this year
by attracting more Chinese tourists,” he said.

The Dragon Boat Festival is our answer
and it is also an international sport which
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means it will not only attract tourists from
china, but Asia and across the world.

“The dragon boat festival is like the World
Cup. people will travel from all parts of the
world to come and be part of it.” Kakooza
affirmed. =

He added that the inaugural event was to
make a statement and they will be hosting
Now that we are 1o hold it annually.

“It will be a massive tourism attraction
for the country, because towards the festival
participating teams will always come months
early to prepare.

We intend to use their long stay in the
country to direct them towards tourism in
Uganda,” Kakooza says.

The platform will also be used for cultural
exchange and will now contribute to the
ever growing tourism sector, through sports
tourism.

Additional reporting by Denis Dibele
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