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2026 Hilux: Tough pick-up, 
surprisingly comfortable 
Toyota's legendary work- 
horse is evolving. A long 
drive from Kampala to 
Karuma reveals how 
the 2026 Hilux blends 
rugged utility with the 
comfort, technology and 
refinement of amodern 
SuV. 

BY ROLAND D.NASASIRA 
e 2026 Toyota Hilux signals a shift 

in philosophy before you even open 
the door. The revamped exterior 
of this Australian-assembled, Jap- 

anese-branded icon indicates a clear 
‘move towands the sophistication scen in 
‘Toyotal SUV range. The changes are sub- 
teyetimg 
Firstly while many previous models 

of the Hilux were known for their large, 
square headlights,the 2026 version fea. 
tures sleek and modern headlights that 
illuminate the road more brightly and 
clearly at night.At the rear.the Lights are 
‘now unified into one long strip,clegant- 
ly incorporating the reverse and brake 
Lights with different coloured bulbs. 
Secondly,the cargo tray has received a 

significant upgrade. Unlike the practical, 
‘no-frills tray of its predecessor, the 2026 
version indudesa provision for covering. 
fragile carga, fexbility and se- 
cunty whether driving with the cover on. 

o off. Mechanically, there are thought 
ful design modifications. Previos mod 
elshad solid block bumpers,but the 2026 
Hilux features flexible, modular bump. 
ers. Taking inspiration from the Toyota 
Land Cruiser Prado 250 Seies, both the 
front and rear bumpers can be removed 
in sections. This design makes repairs 
asier and more cost-effective if a part 

is damaged,and it also allows for the in- 
stallation of a stronger metallic guand. 
However, it is important to note that 

removing the factory bumper will also 
eliminate the integrated safety warning 
sensors, o caution is advised when re- 
versing. Additionally instead of having 
tworeverse lights, the 2026 Hilux has on- 
Iyonelocated on theleft rear. 
Finally, a practical new addition for 

Toading and unloading is a side step po- 
sitioned between the rear tyre and the 
light on either side. This feature allows. 
easy access to the tray without having to 
stepon thetyreitself. 
Interior 
During my test drive at the weekend 

from Kampala to Karuma and back,1ob- 
served that many of the nterior features, 
especially those on the dashboard, are 
remarkably similar to those in the Toy- 
ota Land Cruiser Prado 250 Series In es- 
sence. you get many of the premium fea- 
tures of the Prado wrapped ina pickup's 

For example, the warning chimes, 
‘whether for an unfastened seatbelt or 
proximity alerts, are identical to those 
found in the 2024 Prado. The steering 
‘wheel is another highlight; like the Pra- 

‘The 2026 Toyota Hilux combines rugged pick-up strer 
nd country drives. PHOTO/ROLAND D NASASIRA. 

2026 miLuUX sPEES 

Engine: 2,800cc dissel 

Transmission: Automatic 

Drive type: 4x4 

Maximum speed: 200 km/h 

Fuel consumption: Apy 
16.8litros por 100 km 

Infotainment screen: 12. 
inch smart display 

Connectivity: USB Typa-C. 
ccharging ports (front and 
roar), Bluetooth 
Safoty foatures: 360-degroe 
camara, parking sensors, 
proximity alerts 

Lighting: LED headlights with 
unified rear light strip 

Emissions systom: Diesel 
Particulate Filter (OPF) 

dnitis ot and light to furm.This char- 
actenstic is excellent for manoetrvra- 
bilitybut at rlatsvely high speeds, you 
muet hold t firmily o prevent the veh 
cle from veering offcourse Additional- 
Hythe steering wheel is equipped with 
various control buttons to operate dif- 
ferent vehicle functions. 
Dashboard andtach 
O the dashboard, Toyota has mod- 

emnised the connectivity ports. Instead 
Of USB-A ports. the 2026 Hilux comes 
fitted with faster Type-C charging 
ports: two on the dashboard and two 
behind the middle console for rear 
passengers. 
On the co-drivers side, practicali- 

ty is enhanced with double storage 
‘Rlove baxes: one larger box that opens. 
downwards in the traditional way, and 
a smaller one whose lid opens facing 
the windscreen. Even the cup holders 
have been ved; they are now 
located on the right side of the driv- 
er.next to the steering wheel, with a 
‘matching spot for the co-driver on the 
opposite side, instead of the usual spot 
on'the centre armrest. 
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in comfort compared 1o 
‘o For example. drivine ... 
inthe 2025 model at 50k 
unsettling a< if the o 
veer offthe ] 

in the 2026 Hilux. T 
road humps from Mi 
Linweern at speeds hetec. 
and 120€m/he Pezardens -1 
it refused to be knocked o 
feeling planted and o - 
predecessor never could | 
Powering this confi 

2,300cc, four-cylinde: 
engine, shared with the [ .. 

using an average of 151 
equates to roughly 5.95 ior-... 
litre. The vehicle o . 
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right side. This feature allows you to 
adjust the lumbar support, ensuring 
‘that your lower back aligns properly 
‘with the seat, which helps prevent fa- 
tigue and discomfort. 

and make quick decicicn - 
‘your destination. ¢ 
Anots onthe DPF systar 
On the driver's doo 
indicating that the v 
‘with a Diesel Particul:: 
system. This means t: 
a special filter in the cx- 
that traps black soot pro 
diesel engine before it s 
theair 
Dieselengines natural; 

carbon particles, 
bleasblacksmoke f 
‘The DPF functions Like 2 
ing these particles to sizm.f- 
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