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Tough pick-up,

surprisingly comfortable

Toyota's legendary work-
horse is evolving. A long
drive from Kampala to
Karuma reveals how

the 2026 Hilux blends
rugged utility with the
comfort, technology and
refinement of amodern
Suv.

BY ROLAND D.NASASIRA

e 2026 Toyola Hilux signals a shift
in philosnphy before you even open
the door. The revamped exterior
of this Australian-assembled, Jap-

anese-branded icon indicates a clear
move towards the sophistication seen in
Toyota’s SUV range. The changes are sub-
tle yet impressive.

Firstly, while many previous models
of the Hilux were known for their large,
square headlights, the 2026 fea-
tures sleek and modern headlights that
illuminate the road more brightly and
clearty at night. At the rear, the lights are
now unified into one long strip, elegant-
ly incorporating the reverse and brake
Lights with different coloured bulbs.

Secondly, the cargo tray has received a
significant upgrade. Unlike the practical,
no-frills tray of its predecessor, the 2026
version includes a provision for covering
fragle cargo, providing flexibility and se-
cunty whether driving with the cover on

= -

The 2026 Toyota Hilux combines rugged pick-up stre:
and country drives. PHOTO/ROLAND D NASASIRA.

or off. Mechanically, there are thought
ful design modifications. Previous moxd
cls had salid block bumpers, but the 2026
Hilux features flexible, modular bump-
ers. Taking inspimation from the Toyota
Land Cruiser Prado 250 Senies, bath the
fromt and rear bumpers can be removed
in sections. This design makes repairs
easier and more cost-effective if a part
is damaged, and it also allows for the in-
stallation of a stronger metallic guard.

However, it is important to note that
removing the factory bumper will also
eliminate the integrated safety warning
sensors, o caution is advised when re-
versing. Additionally, instead of having
two reverse lights, the 2026 Hilux has on-
Iy one located on the left rear.

Finally, a practical new addition for
Inading and unloading is a side step po-
sitioned between the rear tyre and the
light on either side. This feature allows
easy access 1o the tray without having to
step on the tyre itselC

Interior

During my test drive at the weekend
from Kampala to Karuma and back, 1 ob-
served that many of the interior features,
especially those on the dashboard, are
remarkably similar to those in the Toy-
ota Land Cruiser Prado 250 Series. In es-
sence, you get many of the premium fea-
tures of the Prado wrapped in a pick-up's

For example, the warning chimes,
whether for an unfastened seatbelt or

. proximity alerts, are identical to those
. found in the 2024 Prado. The steering
- wheel is another highlight: like the Pra-
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Engine: 2,800cc dinsal
Transmission: Automatic
Drive typa: 4x4

Maximum spead: 200 km/h

Fuel consumption: Approx.
16.8 litres per 100 km

Infotainment screen: 12.3-
inch smart display

Connectivity: USB Type-C
charging ports (front and
rear), Bluetooth

Safety features: 360-degree
camera, parking sensors,
proximity alerts

Braking system: Electro-
nic parking brake (automatic
handbrake)

Cargo tray: Upgraded tray
with provision for protective
cover

Lighting: LED headlights with
unified rear light strip

Emissions systom: Diesel -
Particulate Filter (DPF)

ngth with SUV-like comfort, featuring a sleek new design, umrnded

dn,it is soft and light to . This char
actenstic is excellent for manoeuvm-
bulity, but at relatively high speeds, you
must hold it firmly to prevent the vehi-
cle frm veening off course Additional
hy.the steering wheel is equipped with
vanous contml buttons to operate dif-
ferent vehicle functions,

Dashboard and tach

On the dashboard, Toyota has mod-
ernised the connectivity ports. Instead
of USB-A ports, the 2026 Hilux comes
fitted with faster Type-C charging
parts; two on the dashboard and two
behind the middle console for rear
passengers.

On the co-driver's side, practicali-
ty is enhanced with double storage
glove boxes: one larger box that opens
downwards in the traditional way, and
a smaller one whose lid opens facing
the windscreen. Even the cup holders
located on the right side of the driv-
€T, next to the steering wheel, with a
matching spot for the co-driver on the
opposite side, instead of the usual spot
on the centre armrest.

Comfort and conmvenience
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