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Supreme Court holds special sitting to honour ex-Chief Justice Dollo

BY ANTHONY WESAKA

“KKAMPALA. The Supreme Court of

Uganda has held a special sitting to
honour the distinguished service of for-
mer Chief Justice Alfonse Owiny-Dol-
lo,whose tenure ended earlier this year
upon reaching the constitutional retire-
ment age.

During the session held on Friday, a
panel of judges led by Chief Justice Fla-
vian Zeija granted an application seek-
ing to formally recognise Justice Dollo’s
contribution to the Judiciary.

The motion was presented by Solic-
itor General Pius Biribonohwa, who

-

asked the court to allow judicial of-

ficers, members of the Bar, family, and

friends to commemorate the retired ju-

rist’s legacy.
In a ruling delivered by Justice Lillian

Tibatemwa Ekirikubinza,the courtsaid :
Justice Dollo’s tenure was marked by
significant institutional transforma-

tion, including expansion of judicial
infrastructure, increased staff recruit-
ment,and adoption of information and
communication technology, hence the
need to honour him.

“The court is satisfied that this is a fit
and proper application to commemo-
rate the distinguished service rendered
by Justice Dollo to the people of Ugan-
da.”Justice Tibatemwa ruled.

Tributes

The court further directed that all

speeches and tributes delivered dur-
ing the sitting be recorded as part of the
permanent record of the apex court.
Speakers at the ceremony described
Justice Dollo as a “consultative leader”
whose tenure saw major reforms with-

in the Judiciary, including expansion
. of court buildings, creation of regional :
High Court circuits, and improvement :
i Justice plans to focus on promoting cof-
i fee growinginnorthern Uganda during
half of her colleagues, commended the. : s

in staff welfare.
Justice Tibatemwa, speaking on be-
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former Chief Justice for strengthening
the institution and fostering an inclu-
sive leadership style.

“Imust speak about the Twin Towers.
During your tenure, the Supreme Court
and Court of Appeal acquired perma-
nent homes. This is a milestone worth
celebrating,”she said.

Justice Dollo was also praised for his

on the work of his predecessors.
Personal tributes

- Justice and Constitutional Affairs
. Minister Norbert Mao recalled his per- :
- sonal encounter with Justice Dollo dur-
. ing his university days at Makerere Uni-
. versity, where he received legal guid-
: ance from him following a student
. strike, and he was not expelled along-

side the late former Speaker of Parlia-
ment Jacob Oulanyah.
He also noted that the retired Chief

hisretirement.
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Chief Justice Zeija described his pre-
decessor as a “titan of the law” whose
leadership shaped the modern Judici-
ary.

“He led with mentorship, consulta-
tion, and integrity, demonstrating that

. judicial independence is safeguarded
. through hard work and commitment
. totherule of law;” Justice Zeija said.

open-door policy and efforts to build .

He pledged to preserve and build on

RETIREMENT

Justice Alfonse Owiny-Dollo
officially retired on January
18 upon attaining the age of
70, as stipulated underthe
Constitution.

He remained in office for an
additional three months to
conclude pending matters, a
period that has now lapsed.

. of the Judiciary, un
. Dollo’s impact on Uganda

the gains made during Justice D).
lo’s tenure, including a stre .
Bench,improved service delivery and 4
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