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d mining
Percentage. According to the United Nations Environment
Programme survey, sand and grave! account for up to 85 per

cent of everything mined globally every year.

Where our sand is taken

Dilemma. In 2014, Uganda earned Shs18m from 14 tonnes of
sand exported. In 2015, 22 tonnes of sand earned the country

Shs253m. But it is not clear whether a number of firms exporting

sand are paying taxes amid environment conservation concerns,

Walter M. Mwesigye explores,

hunters largely from the West

and China, is a treasure trove.
The British were our masters dur-
ing the imperialism era. Today, the
Chinese have taken their coveted po-
sition with a subtler approach than
the West, anchored on a windfall of
lom_xs and development projects to
pacify indi ities and

Ugnnda in the eyes of fortune

It is also not clear whether a
lmmhmjof firms exporting the sand
are paying taxes in a lucrative busi-
ness that remains opaque.

Other countries, which are pur-
chasing Uganda’s sand are South
Sudan, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Tanzania, United Kingdom
ind'Momcm. n’l‘_l\e United Nations

pliant African regimes.

Lake Victoria, is the second larg-
est fresh water body in the world.
‘This catchment area covering 71,000
square miles is a home to a diverse
range of flora and fauna species. But
itis under threat by illegal activities,
especially sand mining. A Chinese
firm Mango Tree Ltd with links to
the President’s brother Gen Salim

- Saleh is among those carrying out
sand mining.
. Itisnot yet clear whether this firm
is exporting sand. However, accord-
ing to figures obtained from Uganda
Revenue Authority, China in the
throes of industrialisation, is among
the leading countries importing sand
from Uganda.

Importing countries

In 2014, Uganda earned a paltry
Shs18m from 14 tonnes of sand ex-
ported. In 2015, 22 tonnes of sand
earned the country Shs253m, in 2016
19 tonnes of sand earned the country
Shs4m and three tonnes of export
last year brought into the coffers
Shs16m.

Mr Dick Collins Katesh

P (UNEP)
survey reveals that sand and gravel
account for up to 85 per cent of ev-
erything mined globally each year.
Demand for sand is spread un-
evenly across the globe. Building
booms in China and India have in-
creased the need for sand in those
markets.

Globally, China accounts for a
fifth of the world's sand imports,
according to the trade statistics
branch of the United Nations.

This is because of the frenzied
development of new dams, roads,
buildings and factories. The coun-
try has used more sand in the last
four years than the US in the last
century.

The voracious demand has now
sparked a murky trade in Uganda,
where petty traders run cartels on
behalf of their puppet masters.

Unlicensed firms

Through a number of corre-
spondents, we were able to es-
tablish that there are a number of
unlicensed firms that are export-
ing the finer part of sand, which is

bwa, the Uganda Revenue Authority
commissioner for customs, did not,
by press time, respond to our calls to
answer queries, including the dispar-
ities in the amount of money earned
each year from sand sales.

WHAT THEY SAY.

Christine Akello: "We have to be mindful where
we put our capital, where we put our focus for
- wealth creation, not into resources that are already
. fragile in nature™. e -
Gen Szlim Saleh: “"We have told you the demand
for sand by the Standard Gauge Railway. We have
told you the capability of this company as regards ~ -
dredging the lake and putting ports.” YRS
- Mary Kitutu: “We are monitoring and we have
cancometous

gravel. A the firms, is one run
by this man we can only identify as
Patrick. It is based in Kapeeka, Lu-
weero District.

In this recorded interview on a
mg]bile phons. we explore how pos-
sible it is to but sand for exporting
to China.

The man on the phone is Pat-
rick and this is the conversation.
“Where are you going to supply
the sand?” asks Patrick. “T am ex-
porting to China, I have some Chi-

trusted you properly. Nowadays the
Dbusiness is risky. Butif1get to know
you, we will work and you too will
be pleased.”

\':Ic Jater plan to film him secretly
as he delivered the sample of the
sand we were secking to export.
But fearing this could be a trap, he
switches off his phone. ¥
.wl-i‘ocr those like Mr Sam Mukholi
who has been in the business f?r 13
years, sand mining is lucrative. “The
sand is business. For example, car;
you stop me from ‘mining sand ,Ieﬂ'é
Tjust have toget sand from here a‘_n
use it for construction or sell it for

" he
m‘l)\nt:‘{)rdimsg&mr Mukholi, the con-
struction boom in some parts of the
world has driven lheh d.eTIaBnd of the
n grain to new heights.
lm:ldee s::'—sms‘and is extracted frg:ln
Lake Victoria, packed and export o

“There is the type they take to
mixed in chicken feeds and the other
s taken to sieve water. The rest }alllﬂ
hot sure but sand is exported.” he

says.
“He says the buyers )Nho are
largely Chinese and ngenans.:;qk
for a specific type of sand, whi 3 el;
sieved according to grades, pacl
and taken. z
Unlike sand for construction,
which s displayed toattract buyers,
gravel has a specific market.
“There are contacts we workwith
who call the buyers once the gravel
is available,” says the source.
Sand and gravel are used in the

construction industry to make con-. -

crete and asphalt but have more.
uses, including makmg glass, elgc-
tronics and also used in extraction
of oil.

Disagreement

WakisoDistrict leadersare sharply
divided over the issue with those
seeking to invest dangling carrots.

In March 2017, then‘:\lghls‘m
trict chairperson, Mr Matia
Bwanika, clashed with Chinese who
mﬂmmmms‘ ing sand at Lu-

Trouble began when Mr Bwanika
accompanied by his deputy, Mr
Betty Naluyima, and the district en-
vironment officer, Mr Esau Mpoza,
among others, carried out an im-
promptu visit of the sax;d-mining

were

nese that want it.” I was
them with fish and they told me
they want sand too,” my colleague
responds.

“Where did you get my number?”
asks Patrick. “I got your number
from a truck driver who transports

- sand in Lubowa. “Communicate

with that person who gave you my
number, so we can do business. I
am ready to work with you because
1can get what you want but I want
to first understand you properly,”
he replies with a tinge of suspi-

* “cion: * 5 e
Patrick adds, “T have not yet

siteand why

excavating sand in contravention of
adirective by the district to suspend
the activity.

Mr Bwanika ordered their arrest,
which culminated into a fist fight

‘Whereas some sites have been
closed, others remain open.

In November 2017, a Nigerian na-
tional drowned at this site in Bwaise
Katahi Town Council, Entebbe, fol-
lowing a sting operation by the Na-
tional Environmental Authority.

Jessie Kiddi was a manager of
Porch mining company, that had
‘been mining sand for more than two

years. Since then, the dre,

dj
chines were withdrawn, B¢ ma-

sand thatls When we visit the area, there
collected at ‘most no work going on but t%f;:e?ﬁ
WJ:' tread marks and small heaps of sand
%vm are proof that some activity js still
dredged from ‘happening probably by the locals,
s Excavators, dredgers and fresy
; sand are found at another site in g
PHOTOBY JOSEPH kaaya, Katabi Town Council.
KIGUNDU Sources say Nigerian nationals are

responsible for the illegal activities

here.
Some of the locals we speak to
express uncertainty over these proj-

ects.

“This is the only way we can earn 3
living despite destroying the environ-
ment,” saysamanwho only identifies
‘himself as Eseza.

We move further to Nalugala in En-
tebbe on aboat due to the hostile na-
ture of the people working at the site,
Froma distance, we took pictures of
this active dredger.

‘Welater move to the site. After ne-
gotiations, we are provided rules on
how to film.

Mr Sam Mukholi claims Nema au-
thorised their activities.

“We get permits and they expire
then we renew them again and work,”

he says.

1ask Mukholi if he was aware that
sand mining in lake Victoriais illegal
and this is his response.

“You can’t stop us, are you saying
there is no smuggling in the country,
aren’t there people who have been ar-
rested? If you want lake sand, it has
to come from the lake. Iwas arrested
by Nema onetime, I tasked them to

- give us areas to legally extract sand
and pay taxes, If they don’t do that we
shall continue to steal the sand and

” the government will lose.”
He says they work with foreigners.

-7 %+ . who have faster and improved meth-:
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mﬁ:l::ﬂ“d in the lake;

e . Matia Lwanga
glm. ‘Wakiso chairperson

ods of mining. “The Nigerians come
‘with their technology and employ us.
They askus where the sand is and we
show them,” he revealed.

~ Protection ”

Recently, Mango Tree Group, a Chi-
nesecompany mining sand inKawuku
Village on the shores of Lake Victoria
was halted by Nema and the Wakiso
District council.

Ms Christine Akello, the deputy ex-
ecutive director of Nema, says Mango
Tree Group has never been given a
licence to mine sand.

«The only certificate they have is

n impact
in regards to ship building services
operations,” says Ms Akello

‘However, Gen Saleh, who is the co-
ordinator of Operation Wealth Cre-
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Saysitisillegal. Christine Akello, deputy
executive director of Nema

Namunkeke Industrial Park in Na-
kaseke District.

“That is their job but the district
local governments have become a
problem to them and they don’t have
anywhere to report. So, for us as
OWC we came out to support them
and told them not to fear, we shall ar-
gue out your case at any level,” Saleh
opined.

General Saleh said if they are not
allowed to get sand, a number of
projects will stall.

“We have told you the demand for
sand by the Standard Gauge Railway.
We have told you the capability of
this company as regards dredging
the lake and putting ports,” he said.

However, Ms Akello says caution
should be taken if activities of sand
mining are to be taken into the lake.

nv\"Eecattxse the changes in. climate

are not

who have been talking

Defends mining. Gen Salim Saleh,
Operation Wealth Creation coordinator

are going to 40 million people, how
about now when have more indus-
trial processes and more demand
for water for consumption,” she
argues.

Minister warns

Ms Akello says the legitimate
plans for wealth creation and
improving livelihoods of people
should not be done to benefit a few
people.

“We have to be mindful where we
put our capital, where we put our
focus for wealth creation, not into
resources that are already fragile
in nature. Because at the end of the
day a few people might be able to

-benefit, they will get rich at the ex-
pense of the entire nation and that
is something history will never for-

*"lion people how about now when'we

to us:if the lake |

our 4
* She also warns that this can spark
aregional conflict among the o.t}eeir‘

.giveus for. Not only historybut also -
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“Even the countries downstream
Egypt and Sudan, for instance, will
not look on as our activities have the
potential of undermining the entire
water resources that feed into the
river Nile so this is a big question it
goes beyond wealth creation, it 025
beyond Uganda,” she says.

M&Z& Town Council mayor Ronald
Kalema told The Daily Monitor that
efforts to stop these activities have
i results.
vle"]';‘i)ezgy“ any come when we }:;ve
stopped them and even when hasz
come, they don’t fulfil what we na
told themn. Many of them are working
illegally and we have nothing to do;’
s.
hel:zysays others rely on the army.

«1 stopped this Porch company
Jast year. When they came, one man
introduced himself as a soldier then
1 asked him so what? When you are
soldier do you mean you are gomge
to destroy this? After sometime, W

iscovered he was no e
?Ltked for their permit and [ re.ahstﬁi
they had been given 17 acres in

” he explains. q
sw;l:? ;:;I:nmexgays the town counci
loses capital in form of uncollecte*

taxes. ) 3
“Their illegal worlgu}gs :\orma
cost us lose Shs100 million,’ hesa'

L .

Dredging causes pollution
harms local biodiversity. Thir
coastlines affect beaches’ capac
absorb stormy weather and bre:
areas for fish. .

The result is that existing d
are being mined more quick
they can be naturally reple
which is damaging the envir=

There are substitutes f
which include asphalt, con:
can be recycled.

On February 1, 2018, |
asked the minister of Stat
ronment, Ms Mary Kitutu
a detailed report on mi
ties.

This prompted the De
of Parliament, Mr Jaco"
issue a directive halti=
activities.

“All activities-sho
until when the Prime
back to us on Thurs
rective as the house

yah. .
However, Ms Kit
there are areas lik
District, where sa
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