Unlike the traditional coffee hulling ma-
chines that require hundreds of square
metres and three-phase electric power
before installation, the portable coffee hull-
er is mobile and energy efficient, operating
effectively on diesel or single-phase electric :

power.

BY OWEN WAGABAZA

or over 20 years, Ziad Luk-
wago has been growing cof-
fee on four acres in Kitonezi
Village, Kasensero Sub-coun-

ty in Rakai District, yet thereis so :

little that he can show from his

enterprise.

“I mostly sell unshelled coffee,
because there are no nearby cof-
nately,unshelled coffee fetches lit-
tle revenue,"Lukwago explains.

Lukwago is not alone in this

icament. Despite the coffee
many coffee farmers have

would-be revenue from their cof-

of relief, thanks to the new porta-
ble coffee huller that will enable

from their farms.

Fabricated by Musa Body Ma- :
: er,farmers would have totake the :
: coffee for hulling at factories and : *
i then come back with coffee husks :
! or even lcave them there. Ilere, § -
: itis the coffee trader who moves : . -

: the coffee huller to the farm, ena- :
: bling the farmer to save on trans- : -
: portcosts and isalso abletoretain :
: the husks at the farm, saving on :
: fertiliser costs while realising im- :
¢ proved yields. .
: In just six months since it's :
: launch, Ssebunza says the porta- :
: ble huller has been well received :
: on the market and over 250 or- :
: ders have been registered so far.
: Costing Shs6.5m, it has the capac-
: ity to produce 500kg per hour; half
: the output of the traditional ma- :
chines whose output is 1000kg per :
: vent of the partable coffee huller,
i “We have been losing a lot of :
: money to middle men who buy
: from us unshelled coffee at very
low prices because of the absence :
* of coffee factories in our localities,”

been on the Ugandan market.
“We had earlier innovated the
portable coffee huller for wet cof-
fee but because wet coffee is most-
lygrmmxaseseand Kapchor-
'wa, the impact was minimal. This
oneis for hulling dry coffee,
ich is the most grown around

the country”Hadad Ssebunza, the :

Managing Director of Musa Body
Machinery Uganda Ltd, explains.
Ssebunza says unlike the tradi-
tional coffee hulling machines
“that require hundreds of square
metres and three-phase electric
power before installation, the

Pportable coffee huller is mobile :
¢ hour.
fectively on diesel or si hase :
e ousocien : Game changer

and energy-efficient, operating ef-
_ electric

“Traditional coffee huller ma- : ee farm-
! erin Nawanende, Kamuli District :
i anticipates improved incomes

chines are capital intensive and
cost a minimum of Shs120m de-

mﬁ

i pending on the size, yet many :
: a time, coffee farmers are small :
: scale and can't afford such capi
: tal-intensive machinery. For thi
: one,one can put it on a boda bo-
i daand move from one farmto an
: other”Ssebunza explains. :
He says the machine is designed :
: for efficient and precise removal :
: of the outer shell from the dried :
: coffee beans.It is ideal for smallto :
: medium scale coffee processing :
: farms and ensures high quallty
coﬂ'l:cbcmuwrthr:mun‘mlhm -

"'mehul.lingprocess involves re- :
: moving the outer husk from the :
: coffee beans. These machines are !
not been able to fully realise the :
: rieties of coffee beans with pred
fee farms, one of the reasons be- :
ing the failure to add value totheir :
harvests. : efficiency of this portable hull-
Thesecan,however,breath asigh :
! maintaining the integrity of the
} : beans,”Ssebunza says. :
B oot " : Reduced costofproduction

designed to handle different va

sion, ensuring the beans are not
damaged during the process. The

er allows for high output while

Before the portable coffee hull- ; -

Moses Sebitakuli, a coffee farm-

among coffee farmers with the ad-

i Costing Shs6.5m, the portable huller has the capacity to produce 500kg per hour, half
E the output of the traditional machines. PHOTOOWEN WAGABAZA

i he says.“Value addition is key and
: with this mobile coffee huller,am :
i hopeful that our incomes will im- :
: prove by adding value to our har- :
: vests,"he adds. :
And unlike before when farm- :
ers would leave the husks at fac- :

: tories and instead incur costs of nrying
: fertilisers, here, farmers will be able to
: use them in their farms, improving on
: yields.

Ssetninza calls on the gvernment to

: support the cottage industry as they are
: key in the ecomomnic transformation of
¢ acountry

“We have the expertise to fabricate all

¢ kinds of machinery for value addition
: and 1 call im peaple to come and thare
: with us their plans and we will surely
* come up with a solution. You can even

produre for export using our locally

! fabricated machinery India is an exam-
¢ ple where the cottage industry has had
{ afargreater impact on the econormy”

Coffea hulling is an optional step

incoffes production. Coffes hul-

ling occursin the late stagas of

coffes processing; it is usual-

ly done batween milling and po-
i some

indrying machines), the -
ment skinis crunebly and dry, so
it can be easily removed.

Inthe case of wet process cof-
fee, hulling removes the dried
husk surrounding the coffee
bean (including the the exo-
carp, mesocarp and
parchment). For semi-dry pro-
cessed coffee, hulling removes
both the husk and the dried mu-
cilage from the bean. For dry
processed coffee, hulling remo-
ves a leathery covering fromthe
coffee beans, whichincludes the
husk and the mucilage as wellas
other plant material.
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