
Unlike the traditional coffee hulling ma- 
chines that require hundreds of square 
metres and three-phase electric power 
before installation, the portable coffee hull- 
eris mobile and energy efficient, operating 
effectively on diesel or single-phase electric 
power. 

BY OWEN WAGABAZA 

orover 20 years,zad Luk: 
‘wago has been growing cof 
fee on four acres in Kitonezi 
Village, Kasensero Sub-coun- 

tyin Rakai District yet there i so 
Jittle that he can show from his 
farming enterprise. 

“Imostly sellunshelied coffe, 

icament. Despite the coffee 
many coffee farmers have 

not been able to fully realise the 

‘would-be revenue from their cof- 
fee farms, one of the reasons be- 
ingthefailureto add valueto their 
harvests. 
‘Thesecan howeverbreathasigh 
of relef thanks to the new porta- 
ble coffec huller that will enable: 
tempulpand hullcofieestight 

Eahnumd by Musa Body Ma- 
chinery Uganda Ltd in Kampala, 
the portable coffee hulleris anew 
design of technology that has not 
beenon the Ugandan market 

“We had earlier innovated the 
‘portable coffee huller for wet cof- 
fee but because wet coffeeis most- 

‘Managing Director of Musa Body 
Uganda Ltd, explains. 

tional coffee hulling machines 
that require hundreds of square 
metres and three phase electric 
power before installation, 
portablecfteehulleris mobile 
and energy-efficient, operating ef- 
fectively on diesel or single-phase 
electric power. 
“Iraditional cofee huller ma 

chines are capital intensive and 
cost aminimurm of Shs120m de- 

[Cenamn  meeemee 

pending on the size, yet many 
a time, coffee farmers are small 
scale and can't afford such capi 
takintensive machinery.For this 
one,one can put it on a boda bo- 
daand move from one farmto an- 
‘other; Ssebunza explains. 
‘He says the machine s designed 
for efficient and precise removal 
of the outer shell from the dried 
coffee beans.Itsideal for small to 
‘medium scale coffee processing 
farms and ensures high quality 
mm-etmns  minimal break- 

e hulling proces nvolves e- 
‘moving the outer husk from the 
coffee beans These machines are 
designed to handle different va- 
Tities of coffee beans with preci 
sion, ensuring the beans are not 
damaged during the process. The 
efficiency of this portable hull- 
erallows for high output while 
maintaining the integrity of the 
‘beansssebunzasays. 
Reducedcostofproduction 
Before the portable coffee hull- 

exfarmers would have o take the 
coffee for hulling at factories and 
then come back with coffee husks 
or even leave them there. Here, 
itis the coffee trader who moves 
the coffee huller to the farm, ena- 
‘bling the farmer to save on trans- 
pmwmzndualmahuwmn 

the husks at the farm, saving on 
fertiliser costs while realising im- 
‘provedyields. 
In just six months since it's 

launch, Ssebunza says the porta- 
ble huller has been well received 
on the market and over 250 or- 
ders have been registered so far. 
Costing Shs6.5m, it has the capac- 
ityto produce 500kg per hour; half 
the output of the traditional ma- 
chines whose outputis 1000kg per 
hour. 
Game changer 
Moses Sebitakuli,a coffee farm- 

erin Nawanende, Kamuli District 
anticipates improved incomes 

amongcoffee furmers with thead- 
ventof the portable coffee huller. 
“We have been losing a lot of 
money to middle men who buy 
from us unshelled coffee at very 
low prices because of the absence 
ofcoffee factories in our localities,” 

Costing Shs6.5m, the portable huller has the capacity to produce 500kg perhour, half 
tho output of the traditional machines. PHOTO OWEN WAGASAZA 

he says *Value addition is keyand | 
‘with this mobile coffee huller,am 
‘hopeful that our incomes will im- 
prove by adding value to our har- § 
vests,"headds. 
And unlike before when farm- 

ers would leave the husks at fac- ¢ 

fertilisers, here. farmers will be able 
e them in their farms, improving on 
ield 

anza calls o thy wrfl'mm':n' o 
supportthe cottageindustry s they are 
e i the comormic transtormationof 
acountry 
“We have the expertise to fabricate all 

Kinds of machinery for value addition 
and T call o peaple o c 
with us their plans and 
come up with a solution. Yo can even 
produce for export using our loc 
fabricated machiner India s an 
plewhere the cottage industry ha 
afar greaterimpact on the eco 

THE PROGE ss 

commlm.unww-: 
incoffee production. Coffoa hul- 
mmmmzmmmu 
coffos processingitis usual- 
Iy dono botwoen millingand po- 

although some| 

Inthe case of wet process cof- 
fee, hulling removes the dried 
husk surrounding the coffee 
bean (including the the exo- 
carp, mesocarpand endocarp/ 
parchment). For semi-dry pro- 
cessedcoffee, huling removes 
both the husk and the dried mu- 

coffee beans, whichincludes the 
huskand the mucilage aswellas 
other plant material. 
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