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This follows widespread 
flight cancellations and 
diversions amid escalat- 
ing hostilities between 
the United States, Israel 
and Iran. 

BY KARIMMUYOBO 

he Government of Uganda has 
announced visa extensions for 
passengers whose travel plans 
were disrupted by Middle East 

airspace closures mggmed by the ongo- 
ing Us/Israel-Iran conflict. 
The Ministry of Internal Affairs, 

through the Directorate of Citizenship 
and Immigration Control (DCIC), said 
foreign nationals stranded in Uganda 
after cancelled or diverted flights will 
have their visas extended at no cost. 
Ugandan travellers whose departures 
were interrupted have also been ad- 
visedtoreport toimmigration officesto 
regularise their travel records. 
Mr Simon Mundeyi, the spokesperson 

for the Internal Affairs ministry, said 
‘passengers who were processed for de- 
parture but did not reach their destina- 
tions must report to Immigrationat En- 
tebbe International Airport to cancel 
their exit records. 
“There were passengers whose des- 

tinations included Dubai, Riyadh, and 
other Middle Eastern cities. Some were 
stopped mid-air and returned to Enteb- 
be,but our immigration system had al- 
ready cleared them as having left the 
country”MrMundeyi said. 
“Ifthey donot correct this, they might 

face complications in future travel. 
Their passports will show that they 
travelled on a certain date, even though 
in reality they did not reach the intend- 
eddestination,"headded. 
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Travellers line up at Entebbe International Airport. Flights to Guif states have been halted as they have closed their 
airspaces due to the US/Israel-Iran war. PHOTO/FILE 

elandlran. 
Authorities said some of the most af- 

fected passengers were on an Air Ara- 
bia flight to the United Arab Emirates 
that had already departed from Entel- 
be but was denied landing clearance 
and forced to return. By that time, all 
passengers had been cleared in the im- 
‘migration system as having exited the 
country. 
‘The directive also applies to foreign 

nationals residing in Uganda whose vi- 
sas expired after their planned depar- 
tures were cancelled or diverted. 
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“Foreigners whose visas have expired 
due to these disruptions should return 
to Immigration, We shall extend their 
visas free of charge,”Mr Mundeyi said, 
adding that tourists stranded after re- 
turning flights were cancelled are also 
encouraged to regularise their stay. 
The travel disruptions stem from co- 

ordinated airstrikes by the US/Isra- 
elon Iran, including attacks in Tehran 
that reportedly killed Supreme Lead- 
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and sen- 
ior military officials. Tehran retaliated 
with missile and drone strikes target- 

IMPORT VOLUMES. 

Datafrom the Bank of Uganda 
shows that in tho12months to 
Docombor 2024, at least 334 
percent of Uganda's $8.04 
lion (Shs28.9 trillion) total ex- 
port receipts, equivalent to 
$2.68 billion (Shs9.6 trillion), 
came from the Middle East, un- 
derscoring the region's econo- 
micsignificance to Uganda. 
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Labourexportersaffected 
The Ministry of Internal 3 
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