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Ms Reeta Roy’s recogntion during Makerere 
University’s 76th graduation ceremony stood 
asatestament to the profound impact of 
herleadership and the lives she has touched 

across the continent. 
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uiingits 76th Grdustion Ceremony, Makerere 
D University awarded Ms Reeta Roy. the former 

President and CEO of the Mestercard Founda- 
tion, with an honorary doctor of laws (Honois Causa) 
inrecognitionof her leadership nadvancing equitable: 
‘access to education and youth empowerment across 
Africa. 

Speaking at the graduation, Prof Barnabas 
Nawangwe, the Vice-Chancellor of Makerere 
University, noted that Ms Roy was honoured 
for her humanitarian service and dedication to 
African youth. 
“Today, the Chancellor of Makerere Univer- 

ity conferred an honorary Doctor of Laws de- 
gree on Reeta Roy. She was recognised for the 
immense work she has done in empowering 
Aftican youth facing social and economic bar- 

Ms.Ree- 
taRoyad- 
dressingthe 
guestsat the 
event. 

Reeta Roy: An impactful 
leader at the helm of the 
Mastercard Foundation 
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i Nawangwe said. 

tiers to opportunity to access higher ., 
tion and secure gainful employmen; - 

Her recognition stood as a testarn.,, I 
the profound impact of her leadersf; 

| thelives she has touched across the conyi 
To many, the honour didn't come »; 

| prise, as Roy has led one of the worlds |, " 

| highly talented young people facing 

foundations dedicated to advancing 
tion, finandial inclusion, and dignifieq 
for young people for more than o de, 
Soft-spoken yet resolute, Roy is high, 
garded for her values-based leadershi;, 
her firm conviction that Africa’s greates, * 
sourceis its young people. 
During her 18-year tenure, the Mas; 

Foundation significantly expanded its 
ments in education and employmen: 
grammes, reaching millions of young 
across the continent. Central to this 
has been the Mastercard Foundation 
ars Programme, which has opened co 

I 

and economic barriers to opportunity 5 
cess higher education and develop ez 

Makerere University and the Mas 
Foundation Scholars Program  have 
hundreds of students to pursue degres: 
receiving mentorship, leadership training 
support to create social impact in their c.y 
munities. 
Many Mastercard Foundation Scholars e 

gone on to become entrepreneurs, innc,s. 
tors, and leaders tackling challenges in hesty 
agriculture, technology, and public service. 

Whols Reeta Roy? 
Roy isn't from a world of prestige and pe;, 

Instead, she traces her roots to humble bgiy. 
nings in Malaysia. Her determination stmg 
from her family’s story of hard work and mi. 

She was born to Durgadas, a docter from 
India, and Emily, a nurse. Her father died ven 
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