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AU observers

urge Ugandans
on pollrights

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
ealnehyoona@ug,nallonmedla com
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€ Commencement of vote counting
and events in-between

Asked whether the AU observers are
allowedtouse electronicgadgetswithin
the polling station Perimeter fence, Ms

0 said the Electora] Commission
had cleared the use of their gadgets
during an earlier briefing,

“The assessment and observations
of the mission will be guided by the
principles and guidelines stated in
these instruments, other re'avant
international instruments guiding
international election observation
and the legal framiework for
elections in the Republic of

Uganda,” MS SOPHIA AKUFFO, HEAD AFRICAN
UNTON ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION

She added that they are not in the
country to vote but to observe the
election.

Ms Akuffo also said the mission
will issue a statement of its prelimi-
hary assessment of the elections on
February 20 at 3 press conference in
Kampala. A finaland comprehensive
report will be released within two
months from the date of announce--
ment of final election results,

In case of a re-run, she said the
team will be notified about the next
course of action since the next alec-

~ tions cannot be re-organised in less
than 72 hours after the results have
been announced,

The AUEOM’s mandate is derived

* from relevant AU instruments such
as the 2007 African Charter on De-
mocracy, Elections and Governance;
the 2002-AU/OAU: Declaration on
Principles ‘Governing Democratic
Elections in Africa; and the 2002 AU
Guidelines for Elections Observation
and Monitoring Missions.
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