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BY DESIRE MBABAALI  -Entebbe Comprehensive Second- tired to read for more than an chairperson of the academic and s
editorial @ug.nationmediacom  ary School, found herselfinsuch ~ hour” discirglinary board of governors IN IDE
& dilemma. Saturdays donotbringanop-  of the school opened up a public

n most schools that are far ° The library at school closes at portunity for studying either library, Liberty Library, found
Ifrom the town centre, stu- about 5pmand at homg, sincewe  because the school is only open a few metres away from the

dents find it hard to revise do not have a housemaid, 1 am until Ipm. school gate. Within four months, :
their books after school. Therea-  supposed to do all the chores and Entebbe has a public library, the presence of the library has Faith Be aka
sons vary from household chores  prepare supper. Theonlychance  butitislocated in Entebbe Town, changed the reading patterns of y
waiting to be done tolack ofa Igettorevisemybooksisafter  adistance that would cost Nantu- ~ studentsin the area. .
quiet reading space. 11lpm when everyone is asleep. mbwe Shs1,000 by taxi. Bweranyang|
Betty Nantumbwe, a student at Of course, by that time, Iam too In April 2017, John Mugabi, the .CONTINUESTO PG 20
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To those who hate or fear writ-
“publish or perish,” may sound
Ul and scary But to those who
0 remain in the malm of
s. publishing is some
2 they must live with
Iniversity academics are
cted to fulfil three roles
qing, research and commu-
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publish more work. Read
Sinour story on Page 23
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ESSENTIALS AND ALTERNATIVE IDEAS

Local library helping
Entebbe students study

Students study in Liberty Library in Entebbe. While below John Mugabl, the brain behind the library, shows some of the books they

have. PHOTOS BY GILLIAN NANTUME

While most schools have

their own libraries, many

others do not and some

are poorly stocked, making
it hard for learners to get
information for independent
research. In this case local
individually-run libraries
come in handy.
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ntebbe Comprehensiveis the
Eonly secondary school serv-
ing the areas of Kitooro, Ki-

wafu, Lugonjo, Nakiwogo, and Banga

in Entebbe.

“Through this library, I aim to pro-
mote the culture of reading - beyond
text books,” Mugabi says, continu-
ing, “I was born in this area and I at-
tended Entebbe Comprehensive Sec-
ondary School. I remember that my
colleagues and I wanted so much to
revise our books that we would walk
from Lugonjo to the public library in
Entebbe Town. It is a long distance.

That memory put a yearning in my _ -
heart to bring library services closer
to the community.” RhiES
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Kyambogo University from 2013 to
2014, He runs an organisation called
Students for Liberty and a commu-
nity based organisation.

Zein Hamza, a Senior Six student,
studying Physics, Economics, and
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Mathematics is one of the students
reaping from this innovation. “The
library is open seven days a week
50 I come here every evening after
classes. Most of the students in my
class also come here because we do
not have books on pure mathematics
in the school library yet we can find
them here. Another important thing
is that it is easier to borrow a book if
youare a regular.”

Students are not charged for using
the library which opens at 8am Mon-
day to Sunday. They only have to sign

. up and let their parents know where

they are.
“On average, we have 10 students
everyday but on weekends, the num-
chersgo up. We have had to create
space behind the building,” Mugabi

nistry of Gender
ation These libraries

fents in the com-=
functional

are
open

says, adding, “We )5,
quests from studepy. "
classes asking us to o, " 1,
at 6am. We have not yot M 1h,
sionon that.” My
Teddy Irene Nakuljp,
Five student, says .,vi"(.:hr 1
using the library, han”
proved. “I mainly ¢ 4
evening to read ook,
(paper three) which v, |,
in the school library, 1"+
to coming here durip, ,""’ \
because the school o, 1
on the premises durip, tf;" N
Mugabi hopes that ff[ N
are encouraged to rey
can create a forum who,,.
for transforming the ¢,
be discussed. But first, [}?
has to change towars ",
plan to organise debates {“
to establish the cultyrq 0}“
this community.” Teyg,

“We have a library at scheol by 1.
of the books are for O-Leve!
allowed to borrow bocks. This
helped us because even our teaci..
are always encouraging us to do
independent research”

FIBBY AYIYO, SENIOR FIVE STz,

.

“Imainly come here in the evenings
read books on Gaogv‘dphy (paper thy
which we do not have in the schegl|
I even come here during the holidz
because the school does not allow
the premises during that time
TEDDY IRENE NAKULIMA, A
SENIOR FIVE STUDENT

I come to read every evening after
classes. Most of the students inmy
2lso come here because we do ot b
books on pure mathermatics in the s
Ebrary yet we can find them here”

ZEIN HAMZA, A SENIOR SIX STUDE!
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