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The Ministry of Works 
and Transport has pro- 
posed changes inamove 
aimed at addressing the 
concerns raised by the 
public last year when the 
traffic laws were brief- 
ly enforced but were 
quickly suspended fol- 
lowing a public outcry. 

BY ANDREW BAGALA 

he Ministry of Works and Trans- 
port has proposed softer amend- 
ments to the suspended traffic 
Jaws that will sce the raising of 

speed limit in some sections and lower- 
ing offines associated with speeding of- 
fences. 
“The proposals also seek to increase 

thedurationinwhichthefinesaretobe 
paid 
In the ministry's proposals, the du: 

ration for which errant motorists are 
expected to pay the Express Penalty 
‘Scheme tickets should be reverted from 
72 hours in the suspended laws to 28 
days. 
Any dissatisfied motorist can appeal 

the fine in seven days afteritsissuance 
toallow the officers to assess whether 
the penalty stands or not within the 28 
days. 
‘However, the errant motorist can also 

appeal thefine after seven days but not 
later than 28 days.Ifthe motoristloses 
the appeal after the expiry of the time- 
frame for the payment of the fine, the 
‘motoristwould be required topay a sur- 
chargeforfailing o pay the finein time. 
MrWinstone Ratushabe, the commis- 

sioner of Traffic and Road Safety in the 
Ministry of Works and Transport, said 
the proposed amendments are aimed 
ataddressings}ye concerns raised by the 
public last year when the traffic laws 
‘were briefly enforceMut were quickly 
suspended followinga publicoutcry. 
MrKatushabe, whovwas speaking dur- 
ing consultation with transport sector 
stakeholdersin Kampala ity yesterday, 
said: “The law is about reducing speed 
and saving road users’ lives not about 
‘making money or punishing the indi- 
vidual motorists” 
In May 2025, the government em- 

barked on enforcing two traffic statuto- 
Ty instruments. The first was Number 
560f2924; The Traffic and Road Safety 
(Express Penalty Scheme for Road Of- 
fenders), 2024, with the second being 
‘The Road Safety (prescription of speed 
limits)Regulations. 
O Wine 12,2025, the government sus- 
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fic regulations for a month to enable 
them engageall the concerned parties 
toresolvetheir differences. 

Again, the, textended the 
suspension of the laws to allow them 
scrutiny it more after President Musey- 
eni raised criticism of the new traffic 
laws. 
President Museveni said the police 

CCTV cameras wereinstalled or securi- 
ty purposes ot for the collection of the 
trafficfines. 
Early this month, the Ministry of 

Works and Transport admitted that 
the review of the laws had found that 90 

percent of the ssues raised by the pub- 
licwere genuine and promised tomake 
furtheramendments, 

“The consultations on the amend- 
‘ments kicked off yesterday in Kampala 
City, with the ministry offcials expect: 
ed o moveacross the country tosolicit 
Views frommore stakeholders. 
Speedlimits 
Thetrafficlawshad lowered thespeed 
limitsofmotor vehicls, especiallythose 
that contribute the highest number of 
road accidentsinthecountry. 
‘The speed limit for allcategories of ve- 
hicles on urban roads was lowered to 
30km/hfrom sokm/h. 
'Mr Robert Kisakye, the senior licens- 

ing officer in the Ministry of Works 
amtad thanrn. 

posals, said in the new proposals, the 
30km/h speed limit would only been- | thej 
forced on access roads and special zones 
such as near schools, markets and 
crowded areas. 
‘Access roads are routesinresidential | 

areas, within marketsand hospitals. 
Mr Kisakye said lhzy proposed the 

speed limit on urban roads be raised to 
‘50kmv/h up from 30km/h the trafficlaw 
‘hadimposedlastyear, 
Inthe suspended traffic regulations, 

fines for speeding motorists had been 
increased to as high as $hs600,000 in 
certain circumstances. 

DISCIPLINE AT 
T IGHT! 

Motoristsalso raised 
concerns about discipline at 
tho traffic ights whore thereis 
insecurity at night, and impunity 
by drivers of government-owned 
vohiclos that forco othors offthe 
road toviolato trafficightsas 
they creatospacofor thom to 

s. 
Offcialsfrom the Miistry 

of Works said they arostillin 
talls with relevantauthoritios 
tofind thoright solutions tothe, 
probloms. 

For instance, if amotorist exceeded 
‘prescribed speed limit inan area in 

excessofone kilometre, he or she would 
be fined $hs200,000. And if the motor- 
ist exceeds the prescribed speed limit 
by another 30km/h, he or she would be 
fined shs500,000. 

For instance, if a sedan motorist 

drove at aspeed between91km/h and 
120km/h on a paved highway road, 
which is an excess of 30km from the 
speed limit of gokmy/h, he or she would 
befinedshs200,000. 
Butifamotorist drove at 121km and 
aboveon the same road and zone. he or 
shewould be fined $hs600,000 because: 
he or she hasexceeded the speed Limit 
byanother30km/h. 
Paymentoffines 
The suspended law had also short- 

ened the time for the payment of the 
fines from 28 days to 72 hours (three 
days). The motorists werealsoslapped 
with a 50 percent surcharge upon fail- 

ure to pay the EPS tickets within three 
days. 
‘MrKisakye said they have proposed 
tomaintain the $hs200,000 fine regard- 
lessofthelevel ofspeeding, and the law 
would allowa 10 percent excess above 
the prescribed speed limit on a given 
zoneorroad. 
Thismeansaroadzonewhere the pre- 

scribed speed limitis Sokm/h, the mo- 

torist would not be fine 
droveat sskm/hon 1 
“The government al=0 pre 

wert to the 28 days durati,. 
which the i 
pay theticket. Th 
ureto pay the fine willalo 
after23das. 
Another cont 

would pay the fin 
or the person in whor 
wehicleis recister=d. 

“Thesuspended laws hadir 
fine on the registered vehic . 

However, Mr Kisakye sai 
discovered many of the 
registered under companis 
them on hire purchase or 
andloan programmes, 

“In the law, many mot 

an the egistered owner of 
Many companies that se 

have a registered keeper. 
nies- Waukl indicate regi: 

of the vehicles. Those are 
willbefine”hesaid. 
However, owners of 

clesopposed this sect 
‘ernment should fine th 

oftheregistered owmer. 
Mr Rashid Ssekindi, th 

‘Uganda Taxi Operators 
ifthe fines are imposed on the 
owners when the driy 
‘whocommitted the offence, i 
‘punishinganinnocent zroup. 

“This doesn't solve the 1 

discipline on the road. A 

$hs30,000 a day. If h 
$hs200,000 because of his oz 
pline, hewouldjust abandon 
the road, and find anoths 

You aren't going to discip 
person. Just fine the persc 
caratthattime™ 

But the government 
CCTV cameras that will 
tickets wouldn't be 2 

of the motor vehicless 
cord of their driver at any 
Andthat the system sho 
visionwhere the vel 
Towed to pass on details 
whowas drivingthev: 
it was fined so that the tick 
theright person. 
Many of the vehicle o 

Iythosein the trucking 
Services, werenot convinced - 
tion. 

The government prop: 
they are done with the conu! 
andaall the processes of appre 
amended laws will first be p 

ingthemout acrossthe muv'r‘ 
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