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The Ministry of Works
and Transport has pro-
posed changes ina move
aimed at addressing the
concerns raised by the
public last year when the
traffic laws were brief-

ly enforced but were
quickly suspended fol-
lowing a public outery.

BY ANDREW BAGALA

he Ministry of Works and Trans-
port has proposed softer amend-
ments to the suspended traffic
laws that will see the raising of
speed limit in some sections and Jower-
ing of fines associated with speeding of-
fences.
The proposals also seek to increase
the duration in which the fines aretobe

In the ministry’s proposals, the du-
ration for which errant motorists are
expected to pay the Express Penalty
Scheme tickets should be reverted from
72 hours in the suspended laws to 28

days.

Any dissatisfied motorist can appeal
the fine in seven days after its issuance
to allow the officers to assess whether
the penalty stands or not within the 28
days.

However, the errant motorist can also
appeal the fine after seven days but not

later than 28 days. If the motoristloses

the appeal after the expiry of the time-
frame for the payment of the fine, the
motorist would be required to pay a sur-
chargefor failing to pay the finein time.

MrWinstone Katushabe, the commis-
sioner of Traffic and Road Safety in the
Ministry of Works and Transport, said
the proposed amendments are aimed
at addressingthe concerns raised by the
public last year when the traffic laws
were briefly enforce™but were quickly
suspended following a public outery.

Mr Katushabe, who was speaking dur-
ing consultation with transport sector
stakeholders in Kampala City yesterday,
said: “The law is about reducing speed
and saving road users’ lives not about

vidual motorists”

In May 2025, the government em-
barked on enforcing two traffic statuto-
ry instruments. The first was Number
56 0f 2924; The Traffic and Road Safety
(Express Penalty Scheme for Road Of
fenders), 2024, with the second being
The Road Safety (prescription of speed
limits)

mTuna 12 2025, the government sus-
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fic regulations for a month to enable
them engage all the concerned parties
toresolve their differences.

Again, the government extended the
suspension of the laws to allow them

scrutiny it more after President Musev-
eni raised criticism of the new traffic :

laws.

President Museveni said the police |
- 50km/h up from 30kmv/h the trafficlaw

CCTV cameras were installed for securi-

ty purposes not for the collection of the |

trafficfines.

Early this month, the Ministry of |

. Works and Transport admitted that
the review of the laws had found that 90
percent of the issues raised by the pub-

lic were genuine and promised to make
furtheramendments.

The consultations on the amend-
ments kicked off yesterday in Kampala
City, with the rmmstr‘,r officials expect-
ed tomove across the country to solicit

. views from more stakeholders.
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The traffic laws had lowered thespeed
limits of motor vehicles, especially those
that contribute the highest number of
road accidentsin the country.

The speed limit for all categories of ve-
hicles on urban roads was lowered to
30kmv/h from 50km/h.

Mr Robert Kisakye, the senior licens-
ing officer in the Ministry of Works

amiad thanrn.

posals, said in the new proposals, the :
! the prescribed speed limit in an area in
- excess of one kilometre, he or she would
| be fined Shs200,000. And if the motor-

30km/h speed limit would only be en-
forced on access roads and special zones
such as near schools, markets and
crowded areas,

Access roads are routes mres:denual
areas, within markets and

speed limit on urban roads be raised to
hadimposed last year,

In the suspended Ll:aﬂk regulations,
fines for speeding motorists had been

| ist exceeds the prescribed speed

For instance, if a motorist exceeded

limit

! by another 30km/h, he or she would be

| fined Shs600,000.
Mr Kisakye said they proposed the
. drove at a speed between 91km/h and

For instance, if a sedan motorist

1zokm/h on a paved highway road,

' which is an excess of 30km from the

- speed limit of 90kmv/h, he or she would
. befined Shs200,000.

increased to as high as Shs600,000 in |
| abowe on the same road and zone, he or

certaincircumstances.

DISCIPLINE AT
TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Motorists also raised
concerns about discipline at
the traffic lights where thereis
insecurity at night, and impunity
by drivers of government-owned
vehicles that force others off the
road toviolate traffic lights as
they create space for them to

ss.
mOfﬁcfnls from the Ministry

of Works said they are stillin
talks with relevant authorities
to find the right solutions to the
problems.

But if a motorist drove at 121km and
she would be fined Shs600,000 because

| he or she has exceeded the speed limit
byanother 30kamv/h.

. Paymentoffines

The suspended law had also short-
ened the time for the payment of the

! fines from 28 days to 72 hours (three
| days). The motorists were also

with a 50 percent surcharge upon fail-
ure to pay the EPS tickets within three

i days.

Mr Kisakye said they have proposed
to maintain the Shs200,000 fine regard-

. less of the level of speeding, and the law
. would allow a 10 percent excess above

the prescribed speed limit on a given

| zoneorroad.

Thismeans aroad zone where the pre-

. scribed speed limitis 50km/h, the mo-

torist would not be fined iy
dreveat sskm/honthesara,, -

The government alzo prey
wert to the 28 days duratic,
which the fined motorist
pay the ticket. The surcharss .
ure to pay the fine will also b
after 28 days. -

Another contentions 5= e .,
would pay the fine; whether
orthe perzon in whose narme,
vehicle is registered,

The suspended laws had irrp, .
fine on the registered vehirl

However, Mr Kisakye 53 2
discovered many of the vep;. |
registered under compani:
them on hire purchase or rez.
and loan programmes.

“In the law, many motoris,
bought vehicles on loan
ised and the fines were
on the registered owmner of tho...
Many companies that sell mey. .
cles onloan were affected.

“In the proposed amendment ..
have a registered keepe
nies would indicate registe
of the vehicles. 'n-uv_ are the on:

ernment should fine the
of theregistered owner.

Mr Rashid Ssekindi, the chairr
Uganda Taxi Operators Fede
if the fines are imposed on the
owners when the dri
whocommitted the off:
punishingan innccent grou

“This doesn't solve th
discipline on the roac
$hs30,000 a day. If h
$hs200,000 because of his
pline, he would just abandon
the road, and find anoth
you aren't going to d
person. Just fine the pe
caratthattime™

But the government
CCTV cameras that wil
tickets wouldn't be ablet
drivers.

Mr Kisakye proposed th
of the motor vehicles s
cord of their driver at ar

lowed to pass on details
whowas driving the ve
it was fined so that the ticket
the right persorn.

Many of the vehicle ow
Iy those in the truckin
SErvices, were not convingeec
tion.

The government propos:
they are done with the co
and all the processes of af
amended laws will first be pil
the Greater Kampala Metrc
ea to see their effectiveness
ing them out across the country
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